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 Frustrated with growing city inattention to zoning enforcement and 
traffic problems in Westcreek, the WNA Executive Committee last 
month approved a resolution calling for dismissal of City Manager 
Toby Hamett Futrell. 
 The high-profile action taken by the Executive Committee got the 
City’s attention. A few days after the resolution was made public, 
association president Bob Shrader began receiving calls from a 
handful of city departments, inquiring how Westcreek could be 
helped.
 In addition, the Executive Committee and Oak Hill Association of 
Neighborhoods president Bruce Perrin met with Futrell and several 
members of her senior staff Wednesday, August 3rd. Perrin joined 
our group because he believes the Westcreek problems have been 
experienced by all neighborhoods in Southwest Austin.
 By the time of the meeting the City had already removed a 
construction storage container placed in a front yard on Adel Cove 
and had installed a portable radar speed sign trailer on Brush Country 
Road to slow down speeders.
 The Executive Committee reviewed with the city officials numerous 
code violation and code loophole problems, which have a negative 
impact on our property values and the safety of our citizens.
 The City Manager made numerous commitments:

• Review the ability to permit and duration of permits related to 
dumpsters/Pod containers. 

• Review ability to regulate trailers in the driveway. 
• Send copy of proposed language changes to parking in the yard 

ordinance. 
• Create direct connection to code enforcement information on 

web page, including visual examples of code violations. 
• Correct accessibility and availability of APD District 

Representatives in SW area, including updating phone numbers 
on web, email notice of events, returning phone calls and 
attendance at neighborhood meetings. 

• Evaluate effectiveness of new APD Crime-viewer program on 
the City’s website (slow, unwieldy system). 

• Complete traffic study in Westcreek and evaluate current speed 
limits and potential traffic signal improvements depending on 
results. 

• Evaluate Brush Country Road for installing bike lanes (to slow 
down traffic).

• Targeted police patrols for running stop signs at Brush Country 
and Summerset Trail and at Summerset Trail and Hill Forest. 
Also check for speeding on Brush Country, Summerset Trail, 
Hill Forest and Westcreek Drive. 

• Evaluate potential to extend Brush Country past Summerset Trail 
to Westcreek Drive. 

• Find out what it would take to allow a privately funded permanent 

City responds to WNA Executive Committee resolution

radar speed sign be installed in this neighborhood. 
 The City Manager reported on a new program designed to increase 
police presence in neighborhoods. Five officers have each been 
assigned a specific area of the city, and they will do nothing but patrol 
those assigned regions.
 At deadline time for this article, the City had started a traffic study, 
placing traffic counters at two locations on Brush Country Road and 
one location on Summerset Trail.

NOTICE OF QUARTERLY 
MEETING

The next Quarterly Meeting for Westcreek residents 
will be held

September 19
7 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

Will Hampton Library
5125 Convict Hill Rd. 

(between Brush Country and Beckett)

Don’t miss it!
 This is your opportunity to discuss issues in Westcreek, 
including the latest news resulting from our meeting with the City 
of Austin. Also, police representatives will be there to talk about 
crime in our area, traffic enforcement, etc.
 As always, a door prize will be given away.
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WNA CONTACTS
WNA website ........................................... http:westcreekna.org

Write to us at:
WNA

P.O. Box 91373
Austin, TX 78719-1373

President
Bob Shrader ...........................bshrader@gmail.com, 892-1768
Vice President
Alicia Ortiz .............................A078Zeist@aol.com, 892-4733
Treasurer
Jan Boswell .................................eifel60@msn.com, 892-3786
Ex-President
Kim Sherman .......... ksherman@residentrealty.com, 891-7131
Member-at-Large
Ben Coughran ............................bcoughra@ev1.net, 892-5364
Member-at-Large & Newsletter Editor
Karen Gregory ................kgregory1@austin.rr.com, 899-1292
Enhancement Committee Chair
Clara Oliver ......................clara_oliver@yahoo.com, 899-1938

City Contact

Newsletter Publisher
Peel, Inc. Printing & Publishing .......................... 512-989-8905

Adver./Kelly Peel ................................................ 512-989-8905

City Responds - (Continued from Page 1)

Call 311 to report any City-related problem. It operates 24/7. 
Report a non-emergency crime, barking dogs, speeding problems, 
zoning violations, blocked sidewalks, etc.

Woman-Owned Business Enterprise,
HUB and State of Texas Certifi ed

Just a few reasons people choose the “Award Winning”
R.M. Mechanical family  to take care of their HVAC needs

Specializing in Replacement Systems
Repairs
Retrofi t
Upgrades
Maintenance Agreements Available
Duct Cleaning
City of Austin Registered Contractor
24 Hour Emergency Service

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

September Specials!

To book your service call, please contact our R.M. Mechanical 
Customer Service Representative at 512-928-2470

Learn more about us by visiting
www.rmmechanical.com and www.sharonmcgee.com

Mention that you saw this in your
Homeowner’s Association’s newsletter.

20% off your service call PLUS
receive a FREE non-programable T-Stat

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Sara Castillo, GRI
REALTOR®
512-423-6917
saracas@austin.rr.com

*Specializing in Residential Sales 
in Southwest Austin*

To see Homes for Sale in the Austin Area,
visit my website at:

www.sarasaustinhomes.com

 The City Manager indicated traffic studies are required before speed 
limits enforceable in court can be lowered below the 30 MPH limit 
set by state law. However, the last regular session of the legislature 
changed the law, allowing change of residential speed limits to 25 
MPH without a traffic study. 
 City of Austin officials are aware of that change but had asked the 
city attorney’s office for a legal opinion of what can be done under 
that law. But in the Dallas area, several suburban cities are planning 
to lower residential speed limits without traffic studies within the 
next few weeks. An Austin traffic engineer told us he would talk to 
officials in those cities to determine if the process of lowering the 
limits can be accelerated here.
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Carilu Bell

901 S. Mopac
Bldg. II, Suite 140
Austin, TX 78746

(512)657-1422
carilubell@firsthorizon.com

Apply Online at:
www.firsthorizonusa.com/carilubell

“I believe in doing 
things the old fash-

ioned way - I provide 
personal hands on 
service through out 
your home buying 

process. Good, quality 
customer service is 

my specialty.”

29 years of 
mortgage lending 
experience

Full Service
Lender

Lifetime South 
Austin Resident

�
�

�
�

�

National Strength with
Local Expertise

Mortgage Loan Offi cer

 More than 20 mailboxes in Westcreek were 
damaged by vandals one evening several 
weeks ago. Streetside boxes on at least three 
streets were hit with what was probably a 
baseball bat.
 One neighbor reported the vandalism to 
police, but apparently some of the other 
incidents were not reported.
 At our deadline for this edition of the 
newsletter, police had no leads, and the 
three cases of criminal mischief opened 
this summer in our subdivision have been 
suspended, according to police.
 Law enforcement authorities told the 
Westcreek Newsletter it is extremely 
important than any incident of vandalism be 
reported to the police department. Reports 
could allow police to establish a pattern of 
activity, which could lead to an arrest.

It is a Federal Offense to damage a U.S. 
Postal Service receptacle (yes, that means a 
mailbox). If you’re caught causing damage 
to a mailbox, you would have to pay fines 
and could serve jail time.

Mailbox vandals strike in Westcreek HELP! 
WE NEED A 

SECRETARY!
 Can you give up an hour or so a month to 
take notes? Then we need you!!! Our current 
WNA secretary has to move on, and we are in 
desperate need of a new secretary. Be a part 
of the inner workings of the WNA and help 
out your neighborhood.  Please call Karen at 
899-1292 or email her at kgregory1@austin.
rr.com if you can give up just a little time and 
help out.
 Just a reminder: all the people on the WNA 
Executive Committee are volunteers, trying 
to make our neighborhood a better place. 
Every person has a full-time job and other 
duties at home, but still chooses to commit 
some time every month to our homes and our 
residents in Westcreek. Please choose to help 
us out. Volunteer.

mailto:kgregory1@austin.rr.com
mailto:kgregory1@austin.rr.com
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EMERALD GARDEN 
TIP OF THE MONTH

• Prune & feed roses

• Feed evergreens that will bloom (gardenias/
magnolias/camellias/mums)

• Divide Bulbs (daylilies, iris and things 
that spread by underground roots)

• Watch for brown patch in St. 
Augustine grass – treat with 
fungicide terraclor & then treat again 3 weeks later

AUGUST YARD OF THE MONTH
 The Westcreek Yard of the Month winner for August 2005 is the 
Rowden Family at 6201 Adel Cove.  Cheri, the garden’s primary 
designer and laborer, has been working on the yard for 6 years 
building beds, selecting plants, mulching and pruning.  In 2004 she 
began work on the transformation of the back yard, bringing in new 
shrubs, flowers, and pottery.  What a wonderful site it will be also!  
 Congratulations 
to the Rowdens!  
The family was 
awarded a $25 gift 
certificate from 
Randalls and a 
$50 gift certificate 
f rom Emera ld 
Garden. 
 Randalls and 
Emerald Garden 
have been staunch 
supporters of the Westcreek neighborhood and the WNA. We thank 
them both for their continuing support!

  Baby Pet House
Name Age Sit Sit Sit Phone
Austin, Betty ..................15.............• .............• .............• ........892-4341
Burgess, Victoria*+ ........14.............• ......................................892-3949
Hamala, Amanda* ..........15.............• .............• .......................892-2265
Hamala, Michelle* .........16.............• .............• .......................892-2265
McKeefer, Scott .............12.............• .............• .......................892-4972

Attention Teenagers 
The Teenage Job Seekers listing service is offered free of charge to all 
Westcreek teenagers seeking work. Submit your name and information 
to kgregory1@austin.rr.com by the 5th of the month!

Teenage Job Seekers

              John Eathorne
Real Estate Consultant 

Selling or Buying -
As a veteran of the Armed Forces you 
can count on my dedication and hard 
work to help you with your real estate 

* Your Westcreek Resident 
       Neighborhood Specialist * 

Mobile: 512 659-6290 
E-mail: jeathorne@kw.com

Web: www.johneathorne.com

PICNIC NEXT MONTH
 Mark your calendars now for this year’s WNA picnic: Sunday, 
October 23, from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. The WNA has reserved Dick 
Nichols Park main pavilion for the event.
 The picnic is set for the weekend before 
Halloween, and we were hoping to have a 
costume contest. We have been asking for 
volunteers to assist in planning events. We are 
very disappointed that no one has stepped 
forward to volunteer, even with ideas.
 A reminder: this is your picnic. Please help 
us make it what you want it to be.
 Please email Karen at kgregory1@austin.rr.com if you are 
interested in helping out or just to share any of your ideas. You can 
also send ideas to WNA, P.O. Box 91373, Austin, TX 78719-1373.  
 We hate to beg, but please, the more volunteers and ideas we have, 
the more fun we all can have!

mailto:kgregory1@austin.rr.com
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 Here’s Bumbling 
B e n  w a l k i n g  h i s 
precious Princess.  
She does what comes 
naturally.  Do you think 
Ben will clean it up?  
Let’s hope so.  Many 
Westcreek families 
have experienced the 
anguish of “smelly 
stuff” from kiddos 
playing outside and 
bringing it inside on the bottom of their shoes.
 Considerate Westcreek neighbors always clean up after their pet.  
Please exercise your pet often, and remember to bring something to 
remove what they leave behind.  
 Please remember that Bumbling Ben is used as an illustration 
of negative and careless acts in our neighborhood and does not 
represent any individual resident.

STAR OF TEXAS
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

10706 Brodie Lane
291-1600

www.staroftexasvet.com
• General care for pediatric, adult, and geriatric cats and dogs
• Surgery, Dentistry, Internal Medicine, and Radiology
• Computerized medical records
• Cat condos available for boarding
• Compassionate and experienced staff
• Doctor’s hours by appointment M-F 7-6, Sat 7-12

Opening in Mid-September
Call for Appointment

September 5 Recycling Pickup Day
September 5 Labor Day
September 14 Oak Hill Association of Neighborhoods, 7 p.m., 

Pinnacle Building, Rm 108.
September 19 Recycling Pickup Day
September 19 WNA Quarterly Membership Meeting, 7 p.m., 
 Will Hampton Branch Library, 5125 Convict Hill Rd
September 20 WNA Executive Committee Meeting, 7 p.m., 
 Will Hampton Branch Library, 5125 Convict Hill Road
September 28 Austin Neighborhoods Council, 7 p.m., 
 Austin Energy Building, 721 Barton Springs Road
October 3 Recycling Pickup Day
October 8 "Cruise and Blues" Hotrod and Music Festival, 
 Noon to 7 p.m.; Southwest Hills Commuity Church, 

7416 Hwy. 71 West
October 12 Oak Hill Association of Neighborhoods, 7 p.m., 

Pinnacle Building, Rm 108.
October 17 Recycling Pickup Day
October 18 WNA Executive Committee Meeting, 7 p.m., 
 Will Hampton Branch Library, Convict Hill Road
October 23 Annual WNA Picnic at Dick Nichols Park
October 26 Austin Neighborhoods Council, 7 p.m., 
 Austin Energy Building, 721 Barton Springs Road.
October 31 Recycling Pickup Day

Oh Ben…are you going to clean that up?

What Princess leaves behind Bumbling 
Ben had better clean up.

September/October WNA Calendar
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DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted 
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content 
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising 
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content 
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or 
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such 
advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints in this 
publication, the publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or 
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above 
or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

Nicole Peel
Realtor®
Offi ce: (512) 249-6299
Mobile: (512) 740-2300

www.nicolepeel.com

Think twice before you spend thousands 
of dollars in real estate commissions.

Example Savings:
Home Sales Price: $395,000
Flat Fee Rate: $495
Potential Savings =
         $23,205   or   $11,335

To better understand your options, please visit my website at:

You have options!!!

($395K x 6% - $495) ($395K x 3% - $495)

I will list your home 
on the MLS and act as 
your full service agent 
with drastic savings!!

Thinking of  putting your
home on the market?

 Tuesday, August 2nd, 2005 was National Night Out across the United States.  
The first Tuesday in August is a night set aside for neighbors across this great 
country of ours to get out into the neighborhood and get to know each other 
better.  
 In the spirit of that tradition, Paul and Tina Plummer were the gracious hosts 
of a neighborhood party in their front yard on Steer Trail.  Good food and good 
conversation were in abundance.  The thrill of the night was when the firemen 
arrived in their full-blown ladder truck.  The kids and adults were impressed 
with both these fine young men and their state-of-the-art fire-fighting equipment.  
About 40 adults 
and  ch i ld ren 
a t t e n d e d  t h e 
Plummer’s party 
and everyone 
had a good time.  
Thank you, Paul 
and Tina, for 
braving the heat 
and hosting a 
National Night 
Out party.

National Night Out in Westcreek

Advertising Information
Please support the businesses that advertise in the Westcreek 
Neighborhood Association Newsletter. Their advertising dollars 
make it possible for all residents to receive a newsletter at no 
charge.  No homeowners association funds are used to produce or 
mail the newsletters.  If you would like to support the newsletter by 
advertising, please contact our sales representative, Kelly Peel, 512-
989-8905 or kelly@PEELinc.com for ad information and pricing.
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Recipe Of The Month

At no time will any source be allowed to use the Westcreek Neighborhood  Newsletter contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, 
nor in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political 
campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed permission from the Westcreek Neighborhood Association and Peel 
Inc. The information in the Westcreek Neighborhood Newsletter  is exclusively for the private use of Westcreek residents only. 

Hurry-Up Potato Salad  
Submitted by Anne Huber

Using frozen hash browns takes most of the work out of this classic summer salad. 
Eight cups frozen diced hash brown potatoes with onions and peppers 
One cup shredded carrot 
One cup sour cream 
One half cup mayonnaise or salad dressing 
One teaspoon curry powder, if desired 
One-half teaspoon salt 
One-half teaspoon ground mustard 
Heat 1 inch water (salted if desired) to boiling in 4-quart saucepan. Add potatoes. 
Cover and heat to boiling; reduce heat. Simmer 6 to 8 minutes or until potatoes are tender; 
drain. 
Mix remaining ingredients in large glass or plastic bowl. Fold in potatoes. 
Cover and refrigerate at least 1 hour. 

DON’T JUST SHARE 
YOUR RECIPE 

WIN A PRIZE, TOO!
 We’ve cooked up a new prize for 
participating in Recipe of the Month: if 
your recipe is chosen to be published in the 
Westcreek newsletter, you will win an official 
Westcreek Neighborhood Association Tote 
Bag! Just think of all the recipes you can haul 
around! These bags are natural canvas and are 
washable. So send in your recipe, either by 
email to kgregory1@austin.rr.com or mail it 
to WNA, P.O. Box 91373, Austin, TX 78719-
1373 and get ready to start toting!

Just like Curves, But Better… 
• Equipment, Adjustable

• Non-Equipment Classes like Pilates 
• Hours, 5a-10:30p Every Day, Even Holidays

The 30 minute total Body work out for Women 

"I was looking for a fitness facility that was not intimidating, offered variety and that could continually challenge me.
I have already lost 9 total body inches in one month."  ---Amie B. Austin TX, Former Curves member

“I worked out 3 times a week with higher resistance, after 8 weeks I was toned and had a lot more definition. 
Even my husband noticed and he says I look great!” ---Donna R. Austin TX  

“Since joining PhysFit I can’t believe how much more energy I have.” ---Lynn M. Austin TX      

     

Money Back Guarantee!

PhysFit Fitness for Women 
“We are a locally owned family business here to serve you” 

3421 W. William Cannon Dr 
Austin, TX 78745 

(On the SE corner of Brodie and Wm cannon next to Blockbuster Video) 

CALL NOW!   899-0198 
www.physfit.com

BOOKS   DISPOSABLE CAMERAS   CARDS   CHAPSTICK

  MUSIC CDS   STATIONERY   SNACKS   RAZORS   GUM
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$10 Enrollment
with a donation to our troops overseas

Call for a list of acceptable items.
Offer valid for first time visit before Oct 10

mailto:kgregory1@austin.rr.com
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