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February, 2006 - Published Monthly for our Westcreek Neighbors Log on at westcreekna.org

 Westcreek residents who are supporting members of the WNA and 
on our YahooGroup email list know that we are continuing to have 
occasional criminal activity in our subdivision. Recent incidents 
include an attempted daytime burglary of a car on Badger Bend, 
fireworks thrown into a front yard on Adel Cove (which started a fire), 
slashing of a tire of a vehicle parked in the driveway on Morning Dew 
Drive, and gang-tagging underneath the Williamson Creek bridge on 
Brush Country Road. In addition, arsonists struck Dick Nichols Park 
over the New Year’s holiday, damaging some playground equipment 
and destroying the bathroom facilities.
 In the Badger Bend case, police are looking for a suspect based 
on the following information supplied by witnesses: white male 16-
19 yrs old, brown hair, 120-135 lbs., around 5’6”. The suspect was 
seen driving a ’99-2001 Maroon Nisson Maxima, license number 
TX C96NPX. If you have any information that could be used in 
the apprehension of this suspect, call 3-1-1 and refer to APD case# 
055067269.
 At Dick Nichols Park, fire destroyed the toddlers’ playscape and 
the bathroom structure. Investigators said arsonists started the first 
in the building by igniting the toilet paper and other paper, and the 
blaze spread, causing about $10,000 in damage. According to News8 
Austin, the City of Austin will replace the damaged facilities.
Austin police say burglary of vehicles in Southwest Austin has 
increased by 10% in recent months. APD suggests you should 
always remove property from you car when left unattended, make 
certain your vehicle is always locked when you leave it, have your 
vehicle in a well-lighted area at night, and invest in some type of 
alarm system.
 It is apparent from accounts we receive from throughout the 
neighborhood that some crime victims are failing to report minor 
incidents to the police. It is important that you take the time to call 
3-1-1 and report any suspicious activity or any damage to property, no 
matter how minor. Please remember to look out for your neighbors’ 
property, too.

Your help needed to apprehend and lock up criminals 
targeting our neighborhood and SW Austin

 By reporting all incidents to police, we generate increased law 
enforcement surveillance in our neighborhood. These reports also 
assist the police in identifying crime “hot spots” and planning strategy 
for dealing with both major crimes and criminal mischief.
The WNA is planning a crime-prevention event, including free VIN 
etching, for all residents this spring. More information about that 
event will be published in our next newsletter.

View the Westcreek Neighborhood Newsletter each month online at
www.PEELinc.com

INSIDE:
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Are you planning to prune 
your oak trees soon?
 Because our neighborhood is blessed with many 
beautiful native live oak trees, we have to be constantly 
vigilant to prevent the spread of 
oak wilt, which occurs through 
intertwined roots and contact from 
contaminated beetles.
 If you’ve been putting off 
pruning of some of your oak 
trees, now could be a good time for that project. Experts say 
the coldest part of the year and the hottest part of the year are the 
times when beetle populations are the lowest and fungal mats are 
least likely to form on the trees. Prune on a cold day; don’t wait for an 
80-degree day – a time when contamination potential is highest.
 Don’t forget to paint the tree wounds immediately after cutting. 
Use a standard pruning paint or latex house paint.
 For complete information on oak wilt, check these websites: 
http://texasoakwilt.org/ and http://texasforestservice.tamu.edu/forest/
oakwilt/default.asp.
 The Westcreek Neighborhood Association website, westcreekna.
org, will always have any updated information on oak wilt as it may 
occur; so check our website often.

WNA CONTACTS
WNA website ........................................... http:westcreekna.org
Write to us at: WNA; P.O. Box 91373; Austin, TX 78719-1373
President
Bob Shrader ...........................bshrader@gmail.com, 892-1768
Vice President
Alicia Ortiz .............................A078Zeist@aol.com, 892-4733
Treasurer
Jan Boswell .................................eifel60@msn.com, 892-3786
Secretary
Judy Jefferson .......................... hankanjj@ecpi.com, 892-1105
Ex-President
Kim Sherman .......... ksherman@residentrealty.com, 468-4387
Member-at-Large & OHAN Representative
Ben Coughran ............................bcoughra@ev1.net, 892-5364
Member-at-Large & Newsletter Editor
Karen Gregory ................kgregory1@austin.rr.com, 899-1292
Enhancement Committee Chair (Yard of the Month)
Clara Oliver ......................clara_oliver@yahoo.com, 899-1938

City Contact
Call 311 to report any City-related problem. It operates 24/7. 
Report a non-emergency crime, barking dogs, speeding problems, 
zoning violations, blocked sidewalks, etc.

KELLY PEEL
Sales Manager
kelly@PEELinc.com 203 W. Main Street, Ste. D
512-989-8905, Ext. 22 Pfl ugerville, Texas 78660 

www.PEELinc.com
Peel, Inc.

February
WNA Calendar

February 3 AISD Staff Development
February 5 WNA Newsletter Copy Deadline
February 8 OHAN Meeting, 7-9 p.m.
February 13 CAMPO, 6:00 p.m.
February 20 President's Day
  Recycling Pickup
February 21 WNA Executive Committee Meeting, 7 p.m.
February 22 ANC, 7:00 p.m.

NOW OPEN 7 Days a Week
8:00 A.M. - 9:00 P.M. Monday-Saturday

8:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M. Sundays

6001 W. William Cannon Dr.
Suite 301, Austin, TX 

FREE Drink

Full Service Breakfast Every Day

(512) 301-7771
www.Gisscafe.com

with each Breakfast Entrée ordered.

Stop by and see us for
Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner!

Offer excludes alcoholic beverages - exp. 04/30/06

http://texasoakwilt.org/
http://texasforestservice.tamu.edu/forest/oakwilt/default.asp
http://texasforestservice.tamu.edu/forest/oakwilt/default.asp
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The Muraida’s yard was filled with homemade Holiday Spirit!

 The home of John and Christine Muraida at 5305 Honey Dew 
Terrace is the Westcreek Holiday Season Yard of the Month.  Several 
residents’ homes across the neighborhood were tastefully decorated, 
and selecting a winner was not an easy task.  
 The Muraidas made a special effort this year to decorate their home 
and yard to welcome home their daughter, Alexa.  Alexa is a freshman 
at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian College, Laurinburg, NC.  She attends 
college on a full lacrosse scholarship and is the first female from the 
Central Texas area to receive a lacrosse scholarship.  Alexa is also 
an Austin High School alumas.  
 Mom and Dad Muraida give most of the credit for the creative 
use of lights and homemade Holiday characters to their son, JD.  
The project began before Thanksgiving and almost each day in 
early December when John and Christine returned from work, they 
would see something new in the Holiday presentation that JD had 
accomplished.  JD’s creative talents made this display unique. 
 Westcreek Yard of the Month winners receive a $50 gift certificate 
from Emerald Garden and a $25 gift card from Randalls.   

Holiday Season 2005 
Yard of the Month

WESTCREEK MOTTO CONTEST
 At our annual picnic, we had a box where residents could submit 
their entries for the Westcreek Motto. We would like to expand the 
search for the perfect motto to make it into a true contest. (Apologies 
from Karen for not having a large sign advertising the submissions at 
the picnic!) Let us know if you like one of the following mottos, or 
if you think you can come up with something yourself. Email your 
entry to: kgregory1@austin.rr.com
Submissions from the picnic:

WESTCREEK. LIVE, LAUGH & LOVE UNDER THE OAKS.

WESTCREEK. WHERE NEIGHBORS BECOME FRIENDS.

WESTCREEK: BIG TREES, GOOD NEIGHBORS!

WESTCREEK. WHERE WE’RE LIVING LIFE.

WESTCREEK. WHERE WE’RE LIVING LIFE…TOGETHER.

WESTCREEK. A GREAT LOCATION. A GREAT LIFE.

WESTCREEK. MY NEIGHBORHOOD. MY LIFE.

WESTCREEK. WHERE A SAFE HAVEN IS A REALITY.

WESTCREEK — A WELCOMING FAMILY LIFESTYLE.

THE BEST OF THE WEST IS WESTCREEK.

Lose Weight Now! 
PhysFit Can Make Your

New Years Resolution Come True! 

Just Like Curves But Better… 
Equipment, Classes, Long Hours 5am-10:30 pm 365 Days a Year! 

Money Back Guarantee 

Call Now! 
899-0198
3421 W. Wm Cannon 
(SE Corner of Brodie& Wm Cannon) 

60% OFF 
SERVICE FEE

1 FREE
WEEK

Can not be combined with any other offer.

Can not be combined with any other offer.



4     Westcreek Neighborhood Association Newsletter  - February 2006 Copyright © 2006 Peel, Inc.

WESTCREEK NEIGHBORHOOD
Emerald Garden Tip of the Month

February
• Aerate soil and add compost 
• Check and replenish winter mulch
• Good time to divide and transplant herbs and 

flowers
 

Upcoming Oak Hill Events
Submitted by Sandy Baldridge

 Oak Hill Association of Neighborhoods, an umbrella group that 
includes Westcreek, will be hosting a Candidate Forum of individuals 
competing in the District 47 House of Representatives race.  Four 
democrats and five republicans will be invited to answer your 
questions on issues which will be decided during the next regular 
session of the state legislature.  Public education and transportation 
will continue to be priorities.  The successful candidate in this race 
may be sitting on the Capital Area Metropolitan Transit Authority 
(CAMPO), which determines local highway construction. Because 
Highway 290 and Highway 71 continue to be discussed by CAMPO, 
it is critical we elect a person to represent the interests of our 
community.  
  I encourage all the residents of Westcreek to attend and get to know 
the individuals competing for the District 47 seat.  The forum will 
be held at the Southwest Hills Community Church (7416 Hwy 71 
West –one mile west of 290 & 71) on February 16, 2006 at 7:00 pm.  
The statewide primary elections will be held on March 7, 2006.

W A N T E D
 Energetic Salesperson to sell ads in the Westcreek 
Neighborhood Association Newsletter. Earnings 
based on commissions. 
 Visit www.peelinc.com/jobs.php for more 
information.
Great additional income for stay-at-home moms!
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GREAT HOURS!
Saturday 9 am - 2 pm

Monday-Friday 8am-1pm + 2:30pm-6:30pm

Grand Opening

Greg Zygmont, D.C.
5900 W. Slaughter Ln., Suite 480

Austin, TX 78749
512-288-5502

MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED      

ZYGMONT FAMILY CHIROPRACTIC
“Th e Chiropractor at Circle C”

February 1 st, 2006

 Dr. Greg has over 15 years of Chiropractic  
experience, and has had excellent results treat-
ing conditions such as:
 *  Injuries from car accidents
 *  Headaches
 *  Subluxation
 *  Arm and leg pain
 *  Numbness
 *  Carpal Tunnel Syndrome
 *  Fibromyalgia

(512) 288-5502
www.zygmontfamilychiropractic.com

In the Escarpment Village Shopping Center (off Mopac and Slaughter)

 Acupuncture and massage therapy available
 Aft er hours and emergency care gladly provided: (228-0219)
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DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted 
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content 
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising 
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content 
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or 
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such 
advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints in this 
publication, the publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or 
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above 
or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

At no time will any source be allowed to use the Westcreek Neighborhood  
Newsletter contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, 
nor in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. 
for the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political 
campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law without written or 
expressed permission from the Westcreek Neighborhood Association and Peel 
Inc. The information in the Westcreek Neighborhood Newsletter  is exclusively 
for the private use of Westcreek residents only. 

 The Maids Home Services, which serves numerous homeowners 
in Westcreek, earned the 2005 Ethics in Business Award sponsored 
by the St. Edward’s University Center for Ethics and Leadership 
and the Samaritan Counseling Center.  The company also achieved 
the 2003 Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce Customer Service 
Award in the small business category.
 “The Ethics in Business Award is a very rewarding and exciting 
achievement,” said Gibbs, who with his wife Elaine operates the 
55- employee cleaning service. A little more than a decade ago, the 
retired Air Force pilot and his wife began looking for their second 
career.
 “We wanted a business where we would be working with people, 
helping their lives and offering a good product,” Gibbs said. After 
visiting with several possible franchise opportunities, they chose The 
Maids Home Services because “they didn’t try to tell us how rich we 
could get, but showed us an open and honest company.”
 “As part of (the Ethics in Business) decision process, interviewers 
looked at how well we treat our people,” Gibbs said. “We pay above 
the standard wage and all our staff worked their way up from the 
field. We give them a ladder to climb.”
 The Maids’ Home Services of Austin employee assistance program 
includes bilingual chaplains who visit employees in the hospital or 
their homes as necessary.
  From an environmental viewpoint, The Maids Home Services 
uses only biodegradable cleaning supplies with no alcohol or 
chlorine unless necessary on an initial cleaning to take care of mold. 
“Sometimes customers want that chlorine smell to feel the house is 
clean, and we’ll use their supplies if they insist, but we try to educate 
them why that’s not necessarily healthy,” Gibbs said.
 Cleaning crews travel four to a vehicle to save gasoline and reduce 
emissions, and use state-of-the art vacuums to trap allergens.
 When it comes to customer satisfaction, The Maids Home Services 
has a policy that “the tie always goes to the customer,” Gibbs said. 
After three cleanings, staff checks with the customer and the home 
to be certain the work is done well and to be certain the customer is 
not being overcharged.  If it’s determined the necessary work is less 
than originally estimated, customers receive a rebate.
 As part of the Ethics in Business Award competition process, staff, 
customers and vendors were interviewed for their opinions of how 
the company operates.
  “We have a reputation of honesty that we take very seriously.  
 Elaine and I believe we have to walk the talk to set the example 
and our expectations for our employees.”
 The two other finalists in the Business Category were Freescale 
Semiconductor and the Austin office of Fleischman Hillard 
International Communications.

Commitment to People
Defines Ethics in Business Award Winner

Neighborhood Beautification Grants 
2006 Deadline is March 17th - Apply NOW!

Submitted by Jessica Wilson
 Keep Austin Beautiful awards Neighborhood Beautification Grants 
annually to support neighborhoods in their efforts to beautify and 
improve the community and take ownership of public spaces. Keep 
Austin Beautiful designed the program to help groups of residents and 
neighborhood organizations both beautify their local environment, 
and build a stronger community by developing and nurturing 
relationships among neighbors.  
Funding
 Grant Amounts range from $500 to $2,500. 
Sample Projects 
 Grants are available to support physical improvements in the 
right-of-way or on public property including median landscaping, 
neighborhood signs, garden installations, murals, information 
kiosks, large-scale cleanups, graffiti removal, and the development 
of community gathering spaces.  
Goals of Neighborhood Beautification Grants
 We will be looking for projects that build community, utilize 
sound ecological practices like native plants, and recycled and reused 
materials, and articulate the unique identity of the neighborhood.  
Requirements
 Neighborhood groups must match the beautification grants with 
other funding, in-kind donations or volunteer hours. 
KAB’s Commitment
 Keep Austin Beautiful will work with neighborhood groups to 
coordinate with City of Austin Departments, provide technical 
assistance and training sessions to help you implement your 
beautification project, and loan our tools to your group for 
workdays. 
 For more information, visit www.KeepAustinBeautiful.org or 
contact Monica Lopez Magee at 512-391-0619 .
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Texas Events - February

Texas Events has been published with the permission of the Texas Department of 
Transportation. All events are taken in part from the Texas Events Calendar. All dates 
for events were correct at the time of publication and are subject to change.

2-3—AUSTIN: George Winston Begins at 7 p.m. One World Theatre, 7701 Bee Caves 
Road. 512/329-6753 
3-4—AUSTIN: The Austin Symphony Includes Janina Fialkowska, pianist, and 
Peter Bay, conductor. Begins at 8 p.m. Bass Concert Hall. www.austinsymphony.org 
888/462-3787 or 512/476-6064 
4—AUSTIN: Carnival Brasiliero Flamboyant costumes, Brazilian samba music and the 
uninhibited atmosphere make this one of the biggest such festivals outside of Brazil. 
Palmer Events Center. www.sambaparty.com 512/452-6832 
7-12—AUSTIN: Peter Pan In her farewell performance, Cathy Rigby takes 
flight in the 100th anniversary of this immortal tale. Bass Concert Hall. www.
broadwayacrossamerica.com 512/478-4265, 512/471-1444 or 800/687-6010
10—AUSTIN: Ricky Skaggs & Kentucky Thunder — An Evening of Bluegrass Begins 
at 7 and 9:30 p.m. One World Theatre, 7701 Bee Caves Road. 512/329-6753 
10—AUSTIN: Strings Attached with Monte Montgomery Montgomery is recognized 
by critics and musicians for his stunning six-string work and his abilities as a singer 
and a writer of original songs with a deep roots sensibility. Begins at 8 p.m. St. David’s 
Episcopal Church. www.stringsattached.org 512/775-2371 
10-12—AUSTIN: Needle Arts Show & Boutique Eileen Bennett is the featured 
guest teacher and lecturer. A special exhibit is Michelangelo’s Ceiling of the Sistine 
Chapel, a 40-inch by 80-inch depiction in cross stitch. Includes merchants, exhibits, 
boutique, tea room and classes. Northwest Recreation Center. www.austinstitchers.
org 512/858-1506 
11—AUSTIN: Dave Douglas Quintet A master composer, innovative arranger and 
powerhouse trumpeter, Douglas carves new and inventive terrain from the inspirational 
glory of jazz legends. Begins at 8 p.m. Hogg Auditorium. www.utpac.org 512/471-
1444 or 800/687-6010 
12—AUSTIN: Lily Tomlin Tomlin is a cultural icon whose performances on 
life, love and pop culture keep the audience laughing. Paramount Theatre. www.
austintheatrealliance.org 512/472-2901 

14—AUSTIN: Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater This groups’ daunting breadth 
of stylistic and technical feats take audiences to unexplored territory, making each 
encounter fresh and exhilarating. Begins at 8 p.m. Bass Concert Hall. www.utpac.
org 512/471-1444 or 800/687-6010 
14—AUSTIN: Bobby Caldwell — Valentine’s Day Shows are 7 and 9:30 p.m. One 
World Theatre. 512/329-6753 
16-17—AUSTIN: Cowboy Junkies Begins at 7 and 9:30 p.m. One World Theatre, 
7701 Bee Caves Road. 512/329-6753 
16-19—AUSTIN: Ballet Austin’s New American Talent The work of the three finalists 
from Ballet Austin’s emerging choreographers competition is performed. Paramount 
Theatre. www.balletaustin.org 512/476-2163 
17—AUSTIN: Ojos de Brujo This collective of Spanish musicians use the tools of 
traditional flamenco as a foundation for cross-genre experimentation. Begins at 8 p.m. 
Hogg Auditorium. www.utpac.org 512/471-1444 or 800/687-6010 
18-20—AUSTIN: Pop Go the Texans! Features music inspired by Texas and the 
West and the rich heritage of music composed by Texans. www.austinchambermusic.
org 512/454-0026 
19—AUSTIN: Freescale Marathon This is the 15th largest marathon in the country 
and draws nearly 10,000 runners to Austin. Northwest Austin to Auditorium Shores. 
www.freescaleaustinmarathon.com 512/478-4265
24—AUSTIN: Maynard Ferguson & his Big Bop Nouveau Band Begins at 7 and 
9:30 p.m. One World Theatre, 7701 Bee Caves Road. 512/329-6753 
28—AUSTIN: Diverse Diversions Welcome Quinton Morris, Young Eight violinist, 
back to the stage for the fourth annual concert displaying rich, varied and rarely 
heard works by African-American composers. Huston-Tillotson University. www.
austinchambermusic.org 512/454-0026 

Have you had your heater checked out
 for the upcoming season? 

 Now’s the time to do it
 before the fi rst cold snap hits!

Winter Special
$59.95 per system.

512-928-2470
Over 30 Years of Experience

Expires 02/28/06

Visit us on the web @ www.rmmechanical.com

512-928-2470

Nicole Peel
Realtor®

www.nicolepeel.com

How much do you
PAY your realtor?

Offi ce: (512) 249-6299
Mobile: (512) 740-2300

Sellers - 
• List and sell your home without 

spending thousands in real estate 
commissions.

Buyers -
• Learn how you could earn a 2%
 Rebate on the home you purchase.



8     Westcreek Neighborhood Association Newsletter  - February 2006 Copyright © 2006 Peel, Inc.

WESTCREEK NEIGHBORHOOD

  %  Voice 512-989-8905                            V  www.PEELinc.com

Peel, Inc.
203 W. Main Street, Suite D
Pflugerville, Texas 78660

Presorted Standard
U.S. Postage

PAID
Littlefield, Texas 79339

Permit #59

Berkshire
Cypress Mill

Fairfield
Harvest Bend, The Village

Hastings Green
High Meadow Ranch

Lakes on Eldridge
Lakes on Eldridge North

Sommerall
Steeplechase
Strathmore

Summerwood
Village Creek

Villages of Langham Creek
Waterford Harbor

Willowbridge
Willowlake

Willow Pointe
Winchester Country
Winchester Trails
Wortham Village

Houston

Barker Ranch
Cherry Creek on Brodie Ln.

Circle C Ranch
Courtyard
Coventry

Davenport Ranch
Estates of Shady Hollow

Granada Hills

Harris Branch
Highland Park West Balcones Area

Lakeside Estates
Ridgewood

Scenic Brook
Settlers Park/Crossing/Overlook

Stone Canyon
Westcreek

Austin

Peel, Inc.
Printing & Publishing

We currently publish newsletters
for the following subdivisions:

Publishing
community newsletters 

since 1991

 512-989-8905 www.PEELinc.com

Kelly Peel, Sales Manager
kelly@PEELinc.com • 512-989-8905


