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WESTCREEK NEIGHBORHOOD

Compiled by Karen Gregory, WNA Newsletter Editor

If you have Yahoo eGroups, our neighborhood email system for exchanging news, opinions, 
recommendations and problems in Westcreek, you are already privy to the exchange that 
we are reprinting here in the newsletter. I felt this was a very important exchange, as many 
folks see things wrong in the neighborhood, but think we have a Homeowners Association 
(HOA) that “takes care of these things”. That is not the case. We are an all-volunteer 
Neighborhood Association (NA), which means we can only enforce deed restrictions and 
call the City to enforce City Codes and Ordinances.

Below is the exchange that started from a simple question from a member, and a few 
of the responses (they have been edited for length):
I was walking through our neighborhood the other evening and saw that some of our 
neighbors’ yards and driveways are not so pleasing to the eye (e.g., old junky cars, cars 
in yards, overgrown yards, boats in driveways). I am not saying that everybody needs 

to win Yard of the Month, but there has to be a standard. Does the 
Westcreek Homeowners Association have some sort 

of enforcement power? Thank you for your 
insight…

– Todd Sherron, Summerset 
Trail

Old Junky Cars & Boats in Driveways 
Bothering You? Call 3-1-1.

Got a boat parked in your driveway? Parking on your yard? Got an RV on your property? Then you are breaking the law, and will get a visit from the 
City and possibly a fine.

See “Junky Cars”, continued on page 3
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WNA CONTACTS City Contact
Call 311 to report any City-related problem. It operates 24/7. 
Report a non-emergency crime, barking dogs, speeding problems, 
zoning violations, blocked sidewalks, etc.

Peel, Inc. Printing & Publishing .......................... 512-989-8905
Adver./Kelly Peel .. advertising@PEELinc.com, 512-989-8905

Newsletter Publisher

WNA website ........................................... www.westcreekna.org
Write to us at: WNA; P.O. Box 91373; Austin, TX 78719-1373

Immediate Past President
Bob Shrader ......................... bshrader@gmail.com, 892-1768
Newsletter Editor
Karen Gregory ...............kgregory1@austin.rr.com, 899-1292
President
Christie Gaderson .... Christie@prioritiesconcierge.com, 461-1429
Vice President
Alicia Ortiz ............................ A078Zeist@aol.com, 892-4733
Treasurer
Jan Boswell ............................... eifel60@msn.com, 892-3786
Secretary
Chris Schexnayder ............... chris@ada-texas.com, 291-8470 
Member At Large,
Place 1 & Enhancement Committee Chair (YOM)
Judy Jefferson ....... hankandjudy44@sbcglobal.net, 892-1105
Member At Large, Place 2
Lane Mears .......................... lmearstx@yahoo.com, 899-8505
Member at Large, Place 3
Ben Coughran .......... ben.coughran@sbcglobal.net, 892-5364

Advertising Information
 Please support the businesses that advertise in the Westcreek 
Newsletter. Their advertising dollars make it possible for all 
residents to receive a newsletter at no charge.  No homeowners 
association funds are used to produce or mail the newsletters.  If 
you would like to support the newsletter by advertising, please 
contact Peel, Inc. Sales Offi ce at 512-989-8905 or advertising 
@PEELinc.com for ad information and pricing.

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • UNIFORMED PAINTERS
• POWER WASHING • QUALITY GUARANTEED
• CAULKING / SCRAPING • GENERAL REPAIRS

www.southernpainting.com

512-267-6200
References/Bonded & Insured

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES
Mention this ad for

$100 off service

of $1000 or more

*There is a World of Difference Between
Covering a Surface With Paint*

And Painting
As SOUTHERN PAINTING Does

“Lots of satisfi ed customers”
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 One homeowner responded with another question:
 Are we able to develop some kind of covenants and get them 
passed by a majority of homeowners so that those in violation can 
be warned or fi ned?
 Which brought this email:
 This has come up before. We already have deed restrictions, 
but as previously noted, our Neighborhood Association lacks the 
authority to enforce them. Converting our NA to an HOA has almost 
insurmountable hurdles. For starters, the deed restrictions are not 
uniform throughout Westcreek. They’d have to be changed just to 
bring them into uniformity, and they’d also have to be changed to 
convert the NA into an HOA. Changing the deed restriction on an 
existing owner would require the consent of that owner, so converting 
the NA to an HOA would basically require unanimous consent of the 
whole neighborhood. 
 I don’t want to become a military state or impose petty rules on my 
neighbors, but it has been my observation that HOAs attract exactly 
this sort of undesirable person into positions of power (Google “HOA 
abuse” for plenty of fi rst-hand examples). My personal opinion is that 
the protections provided by an HOA are not worth the price you pay, 
both monetarily and in terms of property rights lost to busybody HOA 
boards. They’re not all like that, of course, but I don’t want to take 
the chance. The proper solution, in my opinion, is to lobby/pressure 
the city into enforcing its own ordinances. Code enforcement by the 
city is pathetic. They don’t fund enough inspectors to get the job 
done. What good are laws if the government that imposes them makes 
almost no effort to enforce them? Oh, that’s right, there’s no money 
to be made in code enforcement. Silly me, what was I thinking?
 – Donald Nash, Steer Trail
 And a response from a former president of the WNA:
 Don is absolutely right about both the status of the neighborhood 
association and the dark side of HOAs. Westcreek has joined with 
other neighborhood associations over the years to get the city to step 
up code enforcement and to increase police patrols in neighborhoods. 
It took us more than a year to get an old bus parked on the street 
removed from the neighborhood. It took more than a year to get a 
recreational vehicle removed from a driveway. Both were violations 
of City Ordinances. One positive result—because of lobbying the 
City by individual citizens and neighborhood associations, we now 
have an ordinance prohibiting parking on the grass.
 Enforcement has been hampered by initial failure of the City 
Manager to give priority to neighborhood needs, the economic slump 
of a few years ago, and unfunded mandates of the “Patriot Act”, 
which caused the police department to alter its priorities. Both police 
attention to the neighborhood and code enforcement are better now, 
but not yet at an optimum level, and coming budget crunches could 
result in City of Austin cuts.
 It’s now relatively easy to get enforcement for things like boats 
and recreational vehicles parked in driveways (code violation), cars 
blocking sidewalks (police enforcement) and trailers parked on the 
street (police enforcement), but many gray areas and loopholes 
remain. These include trailers in driveways and yards, storage 
containers in driveways, excessive number of vehicles at one address, 
health/trash problems and other visual aesthetics, and a penalty 

Junk Cars - Continued from cover page

Continued on page 4
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THE DERMATOLOGY PRACTICE OF

COLBY EVANS, MD

9701 Brodie Lane, Suite A-106
Austin, TX 78748
512-280-3939
www.evans-dermatology.com

•  Skin Cancer Detection & Treatment
•  Acne
•  Psoriasis
•  Dermal Fillers
•  Botox
•  Chemical Peels

Expert care for your skin is in your neighborhood. Dr. 
Colby Evans is Board Certifi ed by the American Board 
of Dermatology and has the advanced training and 
expertise to treat the most serious skin conditions, while 
addressing more common concerns to restore the skin’s 
health and appearance.

Healthy Skin
Starts Here.

Located in Southwest Austin!

Is your GARAGE DOOR 
Company using Band-
Aids and Bailing Wire?

512-206-0193

$50 OFF
ANY REPAIR
OVER $150

Exp. 08/31/07

www.precisiondoor.net
*While Supplies Last

system which does not discourage repeat offenders.
 If you see a code violation, report it to the city at 3-1-1. Contact the 
city council to get better code enforcement and police patrols. Ask 
the city council to make the visual problems you see a part of city 
code. Contact our police department district representative to deal 
with non-emergency situations falling under police jurisdiction.
Code Enforcement http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/sws/code.htm
Offi cer Cindy Seago (district representative) Phone: 974-4415; Email 
address: Cynthia.Seago@ci.austin.tx.us
City Council contact http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/council/default.htm
 – Bob Shrader, Summerset Trail
 Plus this response from a current WNA Executive Committee 
member:
 To give a perspective of Westcreek residents’ participation and 
support of organized neighborhood involvement – current Westcreek 
Neighborhood Association (WNA) membership for this year is 
172 dues-paying members out of approximately 850 single-family 
residences. Pressuring the City to beef up code enforcement is the 
best alternative we have, and participation in the Neighborhood 
Association is the best way to apply the pressure at City Hall. 
Get involved; contact Christie Gaderson, WNA President, at 
christie@prioritiesconceirge.com to see how you can help make 
Westcreek better.
 – Ben Coughran, Myra Court

 And an email about how our neighborhood is viewed by the City’s 
politicians and government:
 One of the major drawbacks to our neighborhood getting attention 
by the city and politicos is that we, as a neighborhood, don’t vote. The 
neighborhood is very lazy about voting. The numbers are extremely 
low and rarely do the numbers threaten an incumbent in any form or 
fashion.  Our entire area of town, which includes Oak Hill, doesn’t 
vote either. Neighborhoods that have high voter turnout get more 
attention. Neighborhoods that have high voter turnout get what they 
need and want.
 – Linda, Langtry Lane
 Finally, Todd’s response to the outpouring of information:
Thank you for the information. I now know what I need and can do. 
Sounds like the WNA has gone through a lot getting to where we are 
now. I hear it used to be much worse. Thank you for your efforts.
 – Todd Sherron, Summerset Trail
 After reading this exchange, we hope you will save this newsletter 
and the information in it, and report violations of City Codes. One 
more reminder for Westcreek residents: BOATS, RV’s and CAMPERS 
are NOT allowed to be parked on the street or in driveways in our 
neighborhood, and no vehicle is allowed to be parked on grass or lawn 
areas. As Todd put it, “I am proud of my house and simply want to 
live in community that is pleasant to the eye and safe for my family.” 
We agree.

Junk Cars - Continued from page 3
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Southwest

Family Owned and Operated
Mark and Jan Welp

Juliane Taylor

• Full Service Oil Change
• State Inspections
• ASE Master Mechanic
• AAA Approved
• Air Conditioning Service
• Brakes
• Computer Diagnostics
• Scheduled Maintenance Services
• Courtesy Drop Off/Pick Ups

Hours:
8-6 Weekdays
8-5 Saturday

512-891-7800

SUPERIOR SERVICE FOR YOU AND YOUR CAR

3416 W. William Cannon
Austin, TX 78745

Coffee Bar • Children’s Playroom
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Guy Weinhold, AAMS
4404 W. William Cannon Dr.
Ste. Q
Austin, TX 78749
(512) 443-1988

Changing markets and our changing lifestyles can 
send a once-balanced portfolio into disarray. That’s 
why it’s so important to take advantage of  our free 
portfolio review at least once every year. Together 
we’ll assess how changes in your career, aspirations 
and goals can impact your prior investments and 
make the necessary adjustments to help keep you 
on track. Though we may be knowledgeable on the 
markets, no one knows your life better than you.

Schedule your free portfolio review today, because 
no one knows your fi nancial goals better than you.

TO HELP YOU CREATE AN
INVESTMENT STRATEGY,
WE’LL CONSULT WITH AN EXPERT – YOU.

Spring Neighborhood Inspection is Positive
 Westcreek neighbors continue to do a great job of keeping our 
subdivision looking good. The semiannual Inspection revealed few 
violations of city ordinances.
 Only two incidences of homes with unscreened boats or recreation 
vehicles in yards or driveways were noted. This is a tremendous 
improvement over previous years’ inspection results.
 The greatest number of single violations found was cars parked 
on sidewalks, which in addition to being a City code violation, also 
violates the Americans with Disabilities Act. 
 Only three homes and one vacant lot were observed with grass 
exceeding 12 inches in height. This is especially noteworthy since we 
have been blessed with abundant rainfall since the fi rst of the year.
The inspection also found one incident of junk in the front 
yard, one fence falling down, one trailer parked on the 
street, one car parked on the lawn, and grass dumping 
on Westcreek Drive (see related story in 
this Newsletter).
 Zoning and traffi c code violations 
may be reported to the City by calling 
3-1-1. Learn more about common 
zoning code violations at http://www.
ci.austin.tx.us/sws/code.htm. There’s an 
email link there for reporting violations via 
a webpage email form.
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Yard of the Month for June

By Judy Jefferson
 The Yard of the Month winner for June 2007 is Tina and Paul 
Plummer, and their children Brodie and Samantha, who live at 
6408 Steer Trail. The Plummer’s have lived in Westcreek for over 
11 years. In 2005 their St. Augustine grass was completely wiped 
out by chinch bugs and grubs. They spent 2006 replacing their St. 
Augustine with Palisades Zoyia sod with the help of neighbors Brian 
Johnson and Kevin Hall (Tina says “thanks guys!”). Tina took this 
opportunity to replace part of the dead yard in front with a fl ower 
garden and has recently done the same to the strip between the street 
and sidewalk. The family works together to tend to their yard and 
gardens, and Samantha is responsible for picking out most of the 
fl owers planted in the front. 
 The landscaping is an ongoing project that will soon wrap around 
the house to the back yard that backs the green belt. Tina says, “Feel 
free to stop by, kick off your shoes, and walk through the plush carpet 
of grass!” 
 Tina and Paul received a $25 gift certifi cate from Randalls and a 
$50 gift certifi cate from Emerald Garden. Thanks go to both Randalls 
and Emerald Garden for continually supporting Westcreek’s Yard of 
the Month program.

National Night Out reminder
 The 24th Annual National Night Out (NNO) has been scheduled 
for Tuesday, August 7, 2007.
NATIONAL NIGHT OUT is designed to:

Heighten crime and drug prevention awareness;
Generate support for, and participation in, local anticrime 
programs;
Strengthen neighborhood spirit and police-community partnerships; 
and
Send a message to criminals letting them know that neighborhoods 
are organized and fi ghting 
back.

If you would like to have a 
block party or other event, 
you can register for a free 
packet of information 
by going to http://www.
ci.austin.tx.us/police/
nno.htm. If you are going 
to have a party, contact me 
at kgregory1@austin.rr.com, 
or call me at 899-1292.

•
•

•

•

Now Appearing on the Westcreek Website
 The WNA has recently upgraded our website software, and we 
have several new features that will be appearing on the neighborhood 
website, westcreekna.org. You can now view the featured Yard 
of the Month (in color!) and 
links to the home improvement 
stories.  Since we cannot publish 
recommended companies in the 
newsletter, we have them on the 
website.
 Remember, if  you have 
a company you would like 
to recommend, email our 
webmaster, Bob Shrader at 
bshrader@gmail.com.

Peel, Inc.
Printing & Publishing
Publishing community newsletters since 1991

512-989-8905 www.PEELinc.com

--- Austin ---

Avery Ranch

Barker Ranch

Belterra

Brushy Creek Village

Canyon Creek

Cherry Creek on Brodie Ln.

Circle C Ranch

Courtyard 

Davenport Ranch

Forest Creek

Granada Hills

Highland Park West Balcones

Hill Country/Westview Estates

Horizon Park

Jester Estates

Lakewood

Pemberton Heights

Ridgewood

River Place

Scenic Brook

Sendera

Shady Hollow

Shadow Glen

Steiner Ranch

Stone Canyon

Tanglewood Oaks

Travis Country West

Villages at Western Oaks

Westcreek

Kelly Peel, Sales Manager
kelly@PEELinc.com • 512-989-8905
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Know how the Realtor®
You Choose Affects…

• Your Selling/Buying Experience
• Your Home Exposure and Home Search
• YOUR BOTTOM-LINE EXPENSE

Nicole Peel Broker/Owner
Servicing all of Austin
www.nicolepeel.com

Offi ce #: 512-249-6299
Mobile #: 512-740-2300

Vallure Realty Makes the Difference!!

A Fresh New Approach to Buying and Selling Real Estate!

Exclusive Buyer Rebate Program
FULL-SERVICE 1% Listing Option

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily refl ect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted 
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content 
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising 
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content 
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or 
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such 
advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints in this 
publication, the publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or 
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above 
or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

At no time will any source be allowed to use the Westcreek Neighborhood  
Newsletter contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, 
nor in any media, website, print, fi lm, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. 
for the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profi t, political 
campaigns, or other self amplifi cation, under penalty of law without written 
or expressed permission from the Westcreek Neighborhood Association and 
Peel Inc. The information in the Westcreek Neighborhood Newsletter  is 
exclusively for the private use of Westcreek residents only. 

Please Don’t Dump on Westcreek
 The City of Austin does not allow the dumping of garbage or 
unwanted items anywhere. The City Code Enforcement section 
pursues two goals with illegal dumping: ensuring the dumpsite is 
cleaned up and catching the perpetrator. Offenders may be required to 
clean up the dumpsite and pay a fi ne if caught. However, cleaning up 
the dumpsite is ultimately the responsibility of the property owner.
Here is a list of designated qualifi ed landfi lls in Travis County:
 Austin Community Landfi ll 9900 Giles Road, 272-4329 
 BFI 9912 Giles Road, 272-4327
 Eco Depot Convenience Center 4001 Ranch Road 620 S, 263-5265
 Texas Disposal Systems Landfi ll 3016 FM 1327, 421-1363
 Travis County Landfi ll 9600 FM 812, 243-6300 
 You can contact any of these locations for the hours of operation 
and fees.
 If you see someone dumping on Westcreek, please report them to 
3-1-1 or fi le a complaint online at: http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/sws/
codelist.htm#illegal (click on Illegal Dumping). If you can get a 
vehicle license number, that will help.

This photo was taken on May 12, 2007 
at the end of Westcreek Drive.

Summer Food Program for Kids in Need
By Trina Barlow

 The City has various locations offering free food to kids with 
their Summer Food Program (http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/parks/
summerfood.htm). Starting June 6, from 11:45 – 12:45, meals 
will be offered for the fi rst time at a southwest Austin location 
- Dick Nichols Park. Please pass this along to anyone you think 
could get the word out for families in need. 

WNA Calendar for July
July 4 Independence Day
July 9 Recycling Pickup
  CAMPO meeting, 6 p.m.
July 11 OHAN meeting, 7 p.m.
July 17 WNA Executive Committee meeting, 7 p.m.
July 23 Recycling Pickup
July 25 ANC Meeting, 7 p.m.
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Peel, Inc.
203 W. Main Street, Suite D
Pfl ugerville, Texas 78660
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512-347-9599 ext. 105
Jaymes@jwteam.com

Get up to date statistics and
the current market value of your home.

Jaymes Willoughby

Keller Williams Realty, Three Barton Skyway, 1221 S Mopac, Ste.120, Austin TX 78746

Introducing…

• Get up to date market statistics
• Learn the current value of your home

• Follow local real estate trends

View current listings 
from The Jaymes 

Willoughby Team on
The Open House 

Show every 
Saturday Morning 

on Fox at 7:30.

WestcreekMarketValue.com

The Median Home Value in 
Southwest Austin jumped 13.8% in 2006!

How Did Your Home Do?

Living and selling in
SW Austin since 1984!

WK


