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Robin’s refurbished pond and deck.

“Yard Remodel” continued on page 3

GARDEN TIPS FROM THE BACK FORTY
By Gary Bunevick
Gary continues his series on gardening, explaining 

“container gardening” in this month’s column.
Soon the yearly ordering of the Burpee seed selections 
included a number of houseplants and experimental varieties 
that everybody, including my father, got interested in trying 
out. This started a tradition that holds to this day of house-
plants and container gardens that have been transferred 
within my family. Some have been moved for thousands of 
miles as we kids have scattered across the United States.

HOW DID THE CITY COUNCIL 
VOTE ON THE FLUM? 

See related articles inside.

Westcreek Yards Rule
Even in the heat of September! Two great takes on gardening and yards in Westcreek

After a garden “remodel”, local resident 
to be featured on KLRU program

KLRU is going to feature Robin Mayfield’s garden next 
year on the Central Texas Gardener Show, which normally 
airs at noon on Saturdays. Preliminary plans are now in 
place, and Robin has been talking to the producer who 
seems very excited about Robin’s projects, such as using 
recycled mulch and native plants.

Here’s Robin’s garden/yard remodel story.
Robin: When I was looking into buying in Westcreek, what 
seduced me into purchasing my home was the backyard 
with its oak trees, crepe myrtles and large pond. But for 
years I battled the pond, and the pond usually won. The 
lush greenery from the original owners began to look worn, 
and then my sprinkler system quit working. Last summer, 
with the delightful rains and cool temperatures, I put off  
maintenance. Early this year, it was apparent that serious 
repairs were needed. 

My backyard fence was literally falling down with the 
weight of many dead and overgrown vines and the years of 
neglect. I decided to put in a new fence and fix the sprinkler 
system all at the same time. The fence cost about what I 
budgeted, $3000. When I did that, I expanded my back yard 
by moving the fence about 15 feet over toward the street, 
making for a much more usable yard. The sprinkler sys-
tem was another story. I thought I just needed a new Con-
troller and a few head changes. Was I ever wrong! I ended 
up replacing many valves and sprinkler heads, two new 
controllers (the first one shorted out in 3 days), repaired over 
10 breaks in the line, and ultimately replaced the entire shut-
off and main sprinkler valve out by the street…$2500 for 

“Back Forty” continued on page 3
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WNA CONTACTS

Peel, Inc. Printing & Publishing .......................... 512-263-9181
Adver./Kelly Peel .. advertising@PEELinc.com, 512-263-9181

Newsletter Publisher

City Contact
Call 311 to report any City-related problem. It operates 24/7. 
Report a non-emergency crime, barking dogs, speeding problems, 
zoning violations, blocked sidewalks, etc.
Austin Police Department District Representative
Cindy Seago ..... Cynthia.seago@ci.austin.tx.us, (512) 974-4415

Advertising Information
 Please support the businesses that advertise in the Westcreek 
Newsletter. Their advertising dollars make it possible for all 
residents to receive a newsletter at no charge.  No homeowners 
association funds are used to produce or mail the newsletters.  If 
you would like to support the newsletter by advertising, please 
contact Peel, Inc. Sales Office at 512-263-9181 or advertising 
@PEELinc.com for ad information and pricing.

Austin’s
most fun 

way to learn 
gymnastics!

2919 Manchaca Rd.
Austin, TX  78704

$25 Off Tuition
Sign up for Fall Semester 
at Jump! Gymnastics and 
receive $25 off tuition.

(new students only, 
expires 10/10/2008)

Free Trial Class
Thinking about 

gymnastics?
Call to schedule a trial.

jumpgymnastics.com • 505-8608

Nicole Peel
Broker/Owner

Office #: 512-249-6299
Mobile #: 512-740-2300

Flat Fee listiNg OPtiONs

Buyer reBate PrOgraM

www.Vallurerealty.com

WNA website ........................................www.westcreekna.org
Webmaster: Bob Shrader ............. www.bshrader@gmail.com
Write to us at: WNA; P.O. Box 91373, Austin, TX 78719-1373

For comments on this newsletter, or to submit ideas/articles:
Newsletter Editor
Karen Gregory ...............kgregory1@austin.rr.com, 899-1292

President
Chris Schexnayder ....chrisschexnayder@sbcglobal.net, 899-0087 
Vice President
[Vacant Position]
Treasurer
Jan Boswell ............................... eifel60@msn.com, 892-3786
Secretary & Enhancement Committee Chair (YOM)
Judy Jefferson ....... hankandjudy44@sbcglobal.net, 892-1105
Member At Large, Place 1 
Alicia Ortiz ............................ A078Zeist@aol.com, 892-4733
Member At Large, Place 2
Lane Mears .. lmearstx@yahoo.com, 899-8505, cell 748-4649
Member at Large, Place 3
Gary Bunevick ...............tightgrainwood@aol.com, 844-5400
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“Yard Remodel”, continued from page 1 “Back Forty”, continued from page 1

everything! My budget was shot. 
But I tackled the pond. I wanted to keep a water feature, 

but was tired of battling the leaks. I put up a new barrier to 
make the waterfall have a simple small basin for recircula-
tion and did away with the large end of the pond. When I 
took away the rubber lining, I discovered a beautiful two-
foot-high rock wall — the original wall. I’m now turning 
that area into a meditation/reading nook and plan to make 
some mosaic pavers for the floor.

All of this prompted my foray into serious landscaping 
changes. Four years ago, I removed the original plants the 
builders put in the front beds and began putting in drought-
tolerant natives, plus butterfly-attracting plants like Bicolor 
Iris (an evergreen that’s one of my favorites), Flowering 
Senna, Bottlebrush and lantana. I put in agapanthus and so-
ciety garlic for purple color, and yellow daylilies to comple-
ment the yellow bicolor Iris and Senna shrub. I call that my 
purple and yellow bed.

This year I started on the backyard beds. I removed 
over 30 Lariope plants that had oddly been planted in the 
middle of the lawn, and used them to edge a new bed. You 

For those of you who want to garden but want something 
less ambitious than landscaping and maintaining your en-
tire backyard, patio gardens and container gardens are a 
more modest investment. Plus they can be some of the most 
rewarding types of gardening for those of us who have less 
time or are still mobile and would like to take their gardens 
with them.

First you will need a suitable container. This can be 
anything from a terracotta flowerpot to a rusty washtub but 
can also include the many varieties and decorative shapes 
of planters available where you select your plants. Choose 
something that is at least 12” deep and make sure there are 
holes in the bottom so your plants have the proper drainage. 
Don’t be afraid to drill some extra holes if they are needed 
because your plants will not be happy with waterlogged feet.

I recommend you buy a pre-mixed potting soil that 
contains plenty of organic material. There are many variet-
ies of potting mix out there and many soil-less mixes that 
claim to hold water better. I have had better luck with mixes 
that have at least some real “dirt” involved but that is really 
more of a personal bias. Garden soil or “field dirt” is not 
that suitable because it is too fine and will not ensure ad-
equate aeration and drainage in a container. Choose some-
thing with a mixture of large and medium particles like 
compost and pine bark for a looser mix that will allow your 
plants to breathe while still retaining enough moisture.

Now comes the fun part; selecting your plant varieties. 

Taken in the midst of the renovation.

“Yard Remodel”, continued on page X

“Back Forty”, continued on page X

From Robin: I have no true “before” picture, because I didn’t take one 
before I took out all the vines, Nandina’s and weeds, and removed the 
fence that was literally falling down! In this photo, I’d removed two 
photinias and put in Loquat, and edged the bed with Lariope.
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DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
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"Yard Remodel", continued on page 4

"Back Forty", continued from page 1
 For those of you who want to garden but want something less 
ambitious than landscaping and maintaining your entire backyard, 
patio gardens and container gardens are a more modest investment. 
Plus they can be some of the most rewarding types of gardening for 
those of us who have less time or are still mobile and would like to 
take their gardens with them.
 First you will need a suitable container. This can be anything from a 
terracotta flowerpot to a rusty washtub but can also include the many 
varieties and decorative shapes of planters available where you select 
your plants. Choose something that is at least 12” deep and make sure 
there are holes in the bottom so your plants have the proper drainage. 
Don’t be afraid to drill some extra holes if they are needed because 
your plants will not be happy with waterlogged feet.
 I recommend you buy a pre-mixed potting soil that contains plenty 
of organic material. There are many varieties of potting mix out there 
and many soil-less mixes that claim to hold water better. I have had 
better luck with mixes that have at least some real “dirt” involved 
but that is really more of a personal bias. Garden soil or “field dirt” 
is not that suitable because it is too fine and will not ensure adequate 
aeration and drainage in a container. Choose something with a mixture 
of large and medium particles like compost and pine bark for a looser 
mix that will allow your plants to breathe while still retaining enough 
moisture.
 Now comes the fun part; selecting your plant varieties. Designing 
interesting planting combinations can be a real art form, but don’t 
worry about it if you are not the artistic type. Try to pick a combination 
of shapes, sizes, and textures that create some contrast and interest. 
Get some tall and reedy plants and maybe others low and lush for 
variation. Work with varying shades of greenery and a color theme 
that includes a few complimentary colors. I often pick out plants at the 
nursery and group them together in my cart in different combinations 
until I have something I like. Just have some fun with it and don’t be 
afraid to experiment. 
 Spend a little time thinking about where you want your containers 
to sit and what kind of exposure they have by your patio. Choose your 
plants according to how much sun or shade they will get during the 
day. Many native plants can stand a lot of sun but even those are more 
vulnerable in a container. Direct sun not only dries out the container 
quicker but also can heat up your pot and raise the soil temperature 
dramatically. If you don’t have a partially shaded spot to temper this 
effect, try planting something low and hanging like asparagus fern on 
the sunny side of the container to shield the pot from the direct sun. 
 Learn which containers need the most watering and try not to over 
water the others that are shaded. It won’t take long to establish a 
schedule that they will all be happy with. If you didn’t mix in some 
slow release fertilizer when you planted, use a water-soluble plant 
food every other week as you water. You can also use a little mulch 
in the pot to help retain the moisture. Now you’re all set to gain the 
satisfaction of having coaxed some life and beauty from the soil as you 
enjoy your outdoor plants for the rest of the year, and in many cases, 
for years to come. And last, spend some time each week enjoying 
the beauty of nature that you help to nurture and discover your joy at 
being alive among the other living things that surround us.
 If there’s a topic you’d like me to tackle, send me a note at 
TightGrainWood@yahoo.com
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Packages start as low as $895.

Standard and HD options.

Ask us about our “Wedding Story” package

ConCrete Film ProduCtions
For inquiries Please Contact

kale@concretefilmproductions.com
www.concretefilmproductions.com

Mention this ad & 
recieve 15% oFF!

From Robin: I have no true “before” picture, because I didn’t 
take one before I took out all the vines, Nandina’s and weeds, and 
removed the fence that was literally falling down! In this photo, 
I’d removed two photinias and put in Loquat, and edged the bed 
with Lariope.

can see part of it in the “before” picture. This shows where I removed 
two photinias (non-native, disease ridden and short-lived trees that 
are best removed from the landscape) and replaced it with a Loquat. 
It should grow enough over the next 2 years to once again give me 
a screen between my neighbors. I added new lattice on the fence on 
the side and back, and planted Evergreen Wisteria (not the invasive 
Wisteria that is typically seen in older homes, but a controllable, 
adapted-native evergreen vine), Tangerine Beauty Crossvine, and 
Coral Vine. I added a Rose of Sharon Shrub, and this fall I will be 
adding a bed of daylilies.
 In my “tropical” bed that is pictured and labeled “after” photo, I 
reworked the waterfall so that I have running water again, added Blue 
Plumbago, Esperanza (yellow bells), Cannas, Moy Grande Hibiscus 
(a native perennial Hibiscus with a HUGE bloom), loropetalum, 
elephant ear, southern wood ferns, and abelia. Around the tropical 
bed, I’m adding a pathway of glass mulch. Yes, glass mulch. This 
is a fabulous product offered free from the City of Austin. They 
use recycled beer bottles, crush them and tumble them with sand to 
create a lovely brown, green and clear glass mulch for pathways, 
decorative beds, etc. I have only begun this project — the pathway 
has a sample of the glass in it, and is prepared with weed block liner, 
but I’m waiting on cooler weather to go collect the mulch. While it 
is “free of charge”, the cost is the sweat labor of shoveling it into 

"Yard Remodel", continued on page 5

"Yard Remodel", continued from page 3
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Classified Ads
Personal classifieds (one time sell items, such as a used bike...) 
run at no charge to Westcreek residents, limit 30 words, please 
e-mail Karen Gregory at kgregory1@austin.rr.com 
Business classifieds (offering a service or product line for profit) 
are $50, limit 40 words, please contact Peel, Inc. Sales at 512-
263-9181 or advertising@PEELinc.com.

LOUISIANA CAFÉ AND BAR
Cypress Grill

FREE Stu�!

4404 W. Wm Cannon
1 block west of MoPac next to Golds Gym

358-7474 - www.Cypressgrill.net

Come dine with us during 
September and we’ll give 

you a FREE gift!
There’s a catch though – you have to come 

back in October to find out what it is! There’ll 
be FREE food certificates from Cypress Grill as 
well as prizes from other local merchants and 
restaurants. You’re a guaranteed winner – just 

come on by during September.

Cypress Grill turns 6 years old this 
September and we’re celebrating all 
month long! We just wanted to say, 
“Thanks” for making us a continued 

success and member of the community.

Come savor our delicious food, get a
FREE gift and pass a good time with 

your friends and neighbors.

Never been here?
You’ll love our great 

kid’s menu, fresh 
salads, savory pastas, 
Fresh Gulf seafood, 

authentic New Orleans 
po-boys and 

award-winning
Louisiana specialties.
And don’t forget to try 
our famous Mojitos 
and Bloody Marys!

See you soon!

your truck and bringing it home.
 I’ve realized that having many container plants of annuals like 
impatiens, geraniums, and many of the big-box annual flower choices 
creates lots of work and uses lots of water, both of which I’m trying 
to cut down on. So now I’m using succulents in my containers and 
am thrilled with what I’m finding available. In the corner of the 
new part of my backyard I’m creating a succulent garden. The more 
tender ones I put in pots in order to bring them inside in the winter. 
There’s an upcoming Succulent Show at Zilker Gardens on Labor Day 
weekend, and I plan to attend so I can pick up a few exotic varieties 
to add to my selection. Always try to make use of local nurseries for 
your native and adapted native plants; Barton Springs Nursery and 
Natural Gardener have true gardeners working there that really know 
plants.
 Recently I got my backyard certified as a National Wildlife 
Federation accredited habitat. Austin is trying to become a “”certified 
city” by having a significant number of businesses as well as private 
residences certified, and I’m happy to be part of it. The deadline for 
Austin to get credit is October, 2008, so get online and check it out. 
It isn’t hard to qualify, and any changes made are for the better for 
your yard and environment. 
 I also began a Gardening blog. The Internet Gardening Community 
is huge, and pretty much has replaced the old-style Ladies Garden 
Clubs. While the romantic idea of meeting weekly with a group of 
ladies for tea while discussing roses sounds good, it is no longer a 
realistic possibility for most of us. However, the friendships that 
I’ve formed through blogging are very fulfilling, and much of my 
information about plant selection and care has come from those 
sources. Check out my blog at www.getgrounded.wordpress.com 
(obviously a not-for-profit site—it’s a blog!).
 I’ve now gone through two bathroom remodels, popcorn ceiling 
removal, new flooring throughout, new paint inside and out, new 
mailbox — we’re all working on updating. But I’m totally addicted to 
my garden, my blog, and the possibilities that abound. I’m attending 
seminars at Zilker, reading gardening and garden design books, and 
talking with gardeners all over the world via the Internet. And I’m 
so excited to be part of KLRU’s gardening program next year, once 
my plants have matured!

"Yard Remodel", continued from page 4

At no time will any source be allowed to use the Westcreek Neighborhood  
Newsletter contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in 
any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose 
of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other 
self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed permission 
from the Westcreek Neighborhood Association and Peel Inc. The information 
in the Westcreek Neighborhood Newsletter  is exclusively for the private use of 
Westcreek residents only. 
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RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • UNIFORMED PAINTERS
• POWER WASHING • QUALITY GUARANTEED
• CAULKING / SCRAPING • GENERAL REPAIRS

www.southernpainting.com

512-267-6200
References/Bonded & Insured

FREE ESTIMATES
Mention this ad for

$100 off service

of $1000 or more

*There is a World of Difference Between
Covering a Surface With Paint*

And Painting
As SOUTHERN PAINTING Does

“Lots of satisfi ed customers”

Changes on the Westcreek Executive 
Committee

 There have been some recent changes on the Westcreek 
Executive Committee. In July, Christie Gaderson, our Westcreek 
President, officially resigned from the position of President 
because of demands from owning and running her own business 
and further family obligations. Here is an excerpt from her 
letter: “It has been a distinct pleasure to serve with you and 
past members of the committee over the last four years. I wish 
you all the best as you continue to serve our neighborhood.” 
 As a result, in a July 19 WNA Executive Committee meeting, 
Chris Schexnayder moved into the President’s position for the 
remainder of Christie’s term, which ends December 31, 2008.
Other positions changed as well. Judy Jefferson vacated 
Member at Large Position 1 to become WNA Secretary to 
replace Chris. Alicia Ortiz resigned as Vice President and was 
elected to Member at Large, Position 1 to replace Judy.
 There is now an immediate open position for Vice President. 
The position of President will be open as of January 1, 2009.
 We are looking for interested members of Westcreek to 
volunteer for these positions and others. It is very important to 
keep our wonderful neighborhood as cohesive as it has been 
over the past few months. Everyone on the WNA Executive 
Committee appreciates the extra effort all of our members have 
made, especially in combating the re-zoning on Hill Forest and 
at 4808 Wm. Cannon.
 If you are interested in volunteering for one of these positions, 
or would like to nominate someone, please contact anyone on 
the WNA Contacts list in this newsletter on page two. 
 The election for a new President and Vice President will be 
held at our General Membership meeting in January 2009. The  
actual date is yet to be set.

Yard of the Month for August
By Judy Jefferson

 Our August winner is 
Wanda Moody, who lives 
with her two Chihuahua’s, 
Harley and Carlie, at 6208 
Smith Oak Trail. She moved 
here ten years ago to be 
closer to her daughters. One 
of the daughters lived in 
Westcreek, and told her 
about a house for sale with 

lots of oak trees all around. Wanda’s love for flowers is on display in 
her yard, and her favorite is the rose. After retiring from 29 years of 
employment with the State of Texas, she now enjoys traveling and 
taking cruises to the Caribbean. 
  Wanda received a $25 gift certificate from Randalls and a $50 
gift certificate from Emerald Garden. Our thanks go to Randalls and 
Emerald Garden for continually supporting Westcreek’s Yard of the 
Month program.

Westcreek Resident is new Travis County 
Precinct Chair

 Tina Cannon, a Westcreek resident, is the newly-appointed Travis 
County Precinct Chair for Precinct 339. 
 Tina is looking for and will be organizing precinct election 
committees and filling volunteer positions such as Block Captains, 
Early Registrar Captains, Phone Bank Captains and Election Night 
Captains. In addition, she needs an army of block walkers to help 
inform our neighbors about the upcoming elections, candidates and 
issues. 
 Tina and her family live at 6520 Fair Valley Trail. She has invited 
Westcreek residents to drop by and visit or email her with questions or 
comments. Her email is tina.cannon@hotmail.com. She and her partner 
Christi have two children: a daughter Codi, who will be attending Small 
Middle School and a son, Calin, who attends Patton Elementary. They 
are also sponsors of another young lady, Traci, who will be attending 
the Ann Richards School for Young Women Leaders. 
 Tina commented, “I look forward to getting to know you all better 
and help to make precinct 339 have the highest voter turnout ever! 
We are less than 100 days from the election!”
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 Nature Watch

by Jim and Lynne Weber
Hummingbird Highways

One of the most abundant jewels in Texas, the black-chinned 
hummingbird may be small, but its’ fall migration is a feat of gigantic 
proportions! 

Measuring a mere three and one-half inches long with a three and 
three-quarter-inch wing span, this hummingbird weighs only three 
to three and one-half grams, which is about equivalent to the weight 
of a dime plus a dollar bill. The male is dull metallic green above, 
gray below, black on the chin and upper throat, with an iridescent 
violet lower throat known as a gorget (pronounced gore-jet). The 
female lacks the characteristic coloring on the chin, upper throat, 
and lower throat.

Like all hummingbirds, nectar serves as its main food source, fueling 
the tiny bird’s extreme metabolism.  These hummingbirds feed on several 
species of plants, most notably native penstemons, agaves, salvias, sages, 
and honeysuckles.  While artificial feeders supplement their diet, they 
also prey on insects and spiders, particularly during nesting season, which 
gives them the dietary fat and protein necessary to breed.

 The black-chinned hummingbird’s unique skeletal structure allows 
them to fly forwards, backwards, sideways, and even on their backs!  
This requires a wingbeat frequency of about 50 beats per second, and 
massive muscles that make up a third of their tiny body weight.  While 
the males perform an elaborate flight display during courtship, no 
pair bond is formed between the males and females.  Females build 
the tiny nest (out of spider webs, mosses, and various plant fibers), 
incubate the eggs, and raise the young, while the males are feeding and 
off chasing other females.  This is unusual among birds as a whole, 
since this class of animals exhibits the greatest amount of monogamy 
among vertebrates (animals with a backbone or spinal column). 

While most biologists believe that the shortening length of daylight 
hours triggers fall migration, the black-chinned hummingbird begins 
its long journey south from Texas in September, to spend the winter in 
western Mexico.  The number of birds migrating south may be twice 
that of the northward trip in the spring, since it includes all immature 
birds that hatched during the summer, as well as surviving adults.  

Amazingly, for a newly hatched hummingbird, there is no memory 
of past migrations, only an urge to put on a lot of weight, fly in a 
particular direction for a certain amount of time and hundreds of 
miles, and look for a good place to over-winter.  Once it learns such 
a route, a bird may retrace it every year as long as it lives!  There 
is evidence that fall and spring migration routes differ, with the 
hummingbirds following the Texas coast back into Mexico in the fall 
and crossing non-stop over the Gulf of Mexico on their way north in 
the spring.  Perhaps the hurricane season is a factor, and these birds 
have developed an innate sense to avoid the Gulf during its most 
precarious weather season. 

The timing of the fall hummingbird migration occurs when their 
natural food is most abundant.  However, you can enjoy this amazing 
spectacle up-close by keeping your feeders full of clear, fresh sugar 
water through at least the end October, and enjoying the company of 
these enchanting little gems as they make a rest stop in your yard!

Send your nature-related questions to naturewatch@austin.rr.com 
and we’ll do our best to answer them. 

WWW.AAQG.ORG

A Legacy of Quilts
Pearls of Wisdom from Our First 30 Years

Quilt Show
Presented by the Austin Area Quilt Guild

Sept 26 – 28
Crockett Event Center

10601 North Lamar Blvd, Austin TX

Fri & Sat  10  - 6     Sunday 12 – 5
$6.00 admission 

       More Than More Than
    350 Quilts 40 Vendors
 Special Exhibits Silent Auction   
 Demonstrations                                     Conservation Info
    Children’s Activities Appraisals (by appt) 

Handmade Boutique Items
Award Winning Donation Quilt

Free Parking
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Southwest

Family Owned and Operated
Mark and Jan Welp

www.kwikkarsouthwest.com

• Full Service Oil Change
• State Inspections
• Mechanical Repairs
 ASE Master Mechanic 
 AAA Approved, 96.7% Rating 
 12K / 12 Mo. Nationwide Warranty 
 Computer Diagnostics 

 Courtesy Drop Off / Pick Ups 
• Scheduled Maintenance Services
• Fleet Vehicles GE/PHH/MPP/MAP etc.

Hours:
8-6 Weekdays
8-5 Saturday

512-891-7800

SUPERIOR SERVICE FOR YOU AND YOUR CAR

3416 W. William Cannon
Austin, TX 78745

Coffee Bar • Children’s Playroom
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City Council schedules Oak Hill 
Neighborhood Plan for final votes

 By the time you read this story the Austin City Council may 
have finalized the massive Oak Hill Combined Neighborhood 
Plan, including the Future Land Use Map (FLUM), which 
designates future zoning for properties in the impacted area. 
That includes a long list of zoning changes, incoming some in 
the Westcreek area.
 The council heard the Oak Hill Neighborhood Plan Ordinance 
and “general” comments about both the text document and the 
FLUM on Thursday, August 7, 2008. (just before the deadline 
for our newsletter).  Adoption of the ordinance, which becomes 
part of the Land Code, was postponed until August 21 for 1st 
reading and August 28th for 2nd and 3rd reading. Existing Water 
Quality rules will trump Zoning rules, which in turn trump the 
Land Use category.  If someone has existing zoning on their 
property, they are not affected by this ordinance until such time 
as they apply for higher intensity zoning. Specific Land Use 
cases which impact Westcreek are 1) Old Fredericksburg Road 
between the post office and Westcreek Dr., which is being taken 
from Residential to Neighborhood Mixed Use. This includes 
the trailer park and Bank of America; 2) 6110 Hill Forrest for 
which the owner wanted SF-6 [town homes, or condos] and this 
neighborhood successfully defended at Planning Commission to 
remain SF-2 [maximum of duplexes]; and 3) 4808 W. William 
Cannon for which the owner sought a Combining District of 
LR-MU-CO [Limited or Neighborhood Retail, with availability 
to have both residential and retail e.g. Mixed Uses, and some 
Conditional Overlays].
 There was very little opposition the text document from the 
25 or so speakers who spoke. Most of the comments pertained to 
the FLUM.  There was the usual appeal from SOS, Save Barton 
Springs, and Sierra Club to keep growth out of the Drinking 
Water Protection Zone and the Barton Springs watershed. 
No testimony on these, or any other, sites was taken at this 
meeting.  All of these will be addressed on August 21 – after 
the submission deadline of this publication.  A few faithful 
Westcreek residents attended this meeting just in case testimony 
would have been taken.
 The FLUM approved by Planning Commission has 6110 Hill 
Forest as Single Family; all of the area from the post office to 
Westcreek as Neighborhood Mixed Use, and 4808 W. William 
Canon as Single Family.  Council has requested a “build-out” 
analysis to be done by staff to determine how much added 
density might be constructed if every foot were to be built. Many 
highway lots are too small to do much with as they exist today.  A 
task force comprised of members of OHAN (Oak Hill Assoc. of 
Neighborhoods), OHBPA (Oak Hill Business and Professional 
Assoc.) and the OHNPCT (Oak Hill Neighborhood Planning 
Contact Team) has been working since April to make sure W 
290 and W 71 don’t end up looking like U.S. 183.  It appears 
the council heard that message loud and clear. The trick is how 
do you prevent it on a tract by tract basis.
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Creamy New Potatoes
Ingredients:
 6 new potatoes
 2 T sour cream
 2 T butter
 1 T chopped green onions
 Salt and pepper to taste
Instructions: 
 Boil potatoes whole in water until fork-tender. Strain and 
quarter. Place potatoes back in pan, over low heat. Add butter 
and sour cream to pan. With a fork, stir up the potatoes, but do 
NOT mash them. They will start to break apart, which is all 
right. Season to taste with salt and pepper. Add green onions 
and serve.

Homemade Teriyaki Sauce
Chef’s Note: better than anything at the store!

Ingredients:
 2 cups soy sauce
 1 cup brown sugar
 2-3 garlic cloves, mashed
Instructions: 
 Add all items to a medium saucepan, place over medium 
heat. When all the sugar has dissolved, reduce for another 10 
minutes until a sauce-like consistency is achieved. Strain, cool, 
and place in an airtight container. This sauce doesn’t need to be 
refrigerated and will keep forever!

Salmon Teriyaki
Ingredients:
 1 side salmon (have the grocery store cut into 5 oz fillets)
 1 Cup teriyaki sauce
 1 hot grill (yours)
Instructions: 
 At your grocery store, have the “fish guy” skin and cut the 
salmon side into 5 oz fillets. 
 Place the salmon filets on a plate and drizzle Teriyaki sauce 
on them. Spray the clean grill and the filets both with pan spray, 
such as PAM. Before you place the salmon on the grill, make 
sure the grill is smoking hot. Brush with teriyaki sauce while 
cooking. Depending on the thickness, they will take only 1-2 
minutes per side. This can be served with the Creamy New 
Potatoes recipe, or over rice, noodles or steamed vegetables.

Watermelon Sake Sangria
Chef’s note: This recipe is very easy, and people love it!

Ingredients:
 1 750 ml bottle Sake
 3 cups diced seedless watermelon
 1/2 can cranberry juice concentrate
Instructions: 
 Add sake and juice concentrate to a large pitcher. Mix well. 
Add diced watermelon. Chill and serve over ice. You can add 
more to this if you want, some ideas are: sliced oranges, mint, 
blueberries, strawberries and honeydew.
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New floodplain maps take effect in 
September

 Hundreds of home and business owners are affected by updated 
maps showing the location of Austin’s floodplains.
 The updates reveal that many properties have a greater risk 
of flooding than previously realized. These properties are now 
considered in the floodplain, and mortgage companies may require 
the owners to purchase flood insurance. Property owners will receive 
a better rate on flood insurance, both this year and in future years, 
if they purchase it by Aug. 11, 2008, 45 days before the new maps 
become effective.
 About an equal number of properties are no longer in the floodplain. 
To find out if your property is affected, call your insurance agent or 
view the maps online at www.cityofaustin.org/watershed/floodplain_
newmap.htm.
 Due to limitations in technology, the City of Austin is not able to 
generate a mailing list of properties affected or directly notify property 
owners. Instead, the City sponsored a series of public meetings in 
2006 when the maps were first released and has periodically run 
advertisements about the new maps.
 The updated floodplain maps become effective on Sept. 26, 2008. 
This date is confirmed and will not be delayed again.
 For more information: Call the Watershed Protection and 
Development Review Department’s Floodplain Office at (512) 974-
2843.

Clint Small Middle School Wind Ensemble 
Looking Forward to the Windy City

 Clint Small Middle School Wind Ensemble students were busy 
washing cars last Saturday at Goodwill Industries on Brodie Lane 
to kick off fundraising efforts for their December 2008 trip to the 
nation’s premier music educator conference, the Midwest Band and 
Orchestra Clinic, in Chicago. The invitation is a tribute to the students 
of this year’s Wind Ensemble and to all the students, teachers and 
administrators who have worked to build the Clint Small Band since 
the school’s opening in 1999. According to Band Director Paulette 
Rainey, this is the “Super Bowl of performance opportunities”. 
Congratulations and well wishes have been pouring in from music 
educators throughout the state for the award-winning band, which 
performed last year at the Western International Band Clinic in 
Seattle.
 With rising fuel and transportation costs, funds are needed for 
shipping instruments, providing scholarships for deserving students 
and reducing the costs for the entire band. If you would like to further 
support these hard working young people on their way to Chicago, 
please contact parent boosters at csmsMusic@gmail.com. Best wishes 
to the CSMS Band as they begin preparing to once again proudly 
represent our community in the national spotlight.
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