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Welcome, Officer “Zach”!
Introducing our new Austin Police Department District Represenative, Zachary LaHood

Officer Zachary LaHood, Westcreek’s new DR“Officer LaHood” continued on page 3

I recently sat down with our new APD 
District Representative, Officer Zachary  
LaHood, to welcome him to Westcreek and 
ask him a few questions about himself. 
 He is an enthusiastic young officer, who 
hopes to keep Westcreek a safe and happy 
place to live. He has already made himself 
known around the neighborhood by stopping 
speeders on Summerset, Westcreek and Hill 
Forest during school hours, and addressing 
the issues of transients living in our area.
 Officer LaHood graduated from the 
University of Texas in 2002 and joined the 
Austin Police Department in 2003. His family 
moved from San Antonio when he was young, 
and he’s lived in Austin ever since. Zach says, 

“I love Austin!”
 So now for the questions!

Come to the 
Westcreek Picnic: 

it’s not just 
for Kids!

This year’s picnic 
will be held on 
SUNDAY, 

OCTOBER 26,
from 1 PM to 4 PM 

in the Pavilion at 
Dick Nichols Park, 
8011 Beckett Road. 

The kids can come in 
Halloween costume, 

and the adults too, but 
we are mainly having
 this event just to have 
a nice neighborhood 

get-together.
More information inside!

Are you having a party? October 7 is National Night Out!
National Night Out is Tuesday, October 7th. If you intend to hold a party this year please let me know — 
I will come by and take photographs for the newsletter. Email me at kgregory1@austin.rr.com.
 This is a great opportunity to invite the Austin Police Department and Fire Department to come by 
your home, visit a bit and spend time with your neighbors — plus help prevent crime in our neighborhood!
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WNA CONTACTS

Peel, Inc. Printing & Publishing .......................... 512-263-9181
Adver./Kelly Peel .. advertising@PEELinc.com, 512-263-9181

Newsletter Publisher

City Contact
Call 311 to report any City-related problem. It operates 24/7. 
Report a non-emergency crime, barking dogs, speeding problems, 
zoning violations, blocked sidewalks, etc.

Austin Police Department District Representative
Zachary LaHood ....Zachary.LaHood@ci.austin.tx.us, 974-4415

Advertising Information
 Please support the businesses that advertise in the Westcreek 
Newsletter. Their advertising dollars make it possible for all 
residents to receive a newsletter at no charge.  No homeowners 
association funds are used to produce or mail the newsletters.  If 
you would like to support the newsletter by advertising, please 
contact Peel, Inc. Sales Office at 512-263-9181 or advertising 
@PEELinc.com for ad information and pricing.

WNA website ........................................www.westcreekna.org
Webmaster: Bob Shrader ............. www.bshrader@gmail.com
Write to us at: WNA; P.O. Box 91373, Austin, TX 78719-1373

For comments on this newsletter, or to submit ideas/articles:
Newsletter Editor
Karen Gregory ...............kgregory1@austin.rr.com, 899-1292

President
Chris Schexnayder ....chrisschexnayder@sbcglobal.net, 899-0087 
Vice President
[Vacant Position]
Treasurer
Jan Boswell ............................... eifel60@msn.com, 892-3786
Secretary & Enhancement Committee Chair (YOM)
Judy Jefferson ....... hankandjudy44@sbcglobal.net, 892-1105
Member At Large, Place 1 
Alicia Ortiz ............................ A078Zeist@aol.com, 892-4733
Member At Large, Place 2
Lane Mears .. lmearstx@yahoo.com, 899-8505, cell 748-4649
Member at Large, Place 3
Gary Bunevick ...............tightgrainwood@aol.com, 844-5400

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • UNIFORMED PAINTERS
• POWER WASHING • QUALITY GUARANTEED
• CAULKING / SCRAPING • GENERAL REPAIRS

www.southernpainting.com

512-267-6200
References/Bonded & Insured

FREE ESTIMATES
Mention this ad for

$100 off service

of $1000 or more

*There is a World of Difference Between
Covering a Surface With Paint*

And Painting
As SOUTHERN PAINTING Does

“Lots of satisfi ed customers”

Peel, Inc.
Printing & Publishing
Publishing community newsletters since 1991

512-263-9181	 www.PEELinc.com
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Kelly Peel, Sales Manager
kelly@PEELinc.com • 512-263-9181
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DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted 
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content 
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising 
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content 
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or 
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such 
advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints in this 
publication, the publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or 
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above 
or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

"Welcome", continued on page 4

"Welcome", continued from cover page
 WNA: What is your current title?
 Officer LaHood (or as he prefers to be called, “Zach”): Senior Police 
Officer, Southwest Austin Area Command, District Representative 
for the Austin Police Department. It’s very exciting! What is ironic 
is that Officer Cindy Seago was my Field Training Officer when I 
first started on the Force. It’s an honor to follow in her footsteps. This 
job to me is the perfect job.
 How long have you been on the police force?
 I’m approaching five years. I’ve spent the past three years on patrol, 
and put in a little over a year and a half on the “street response” 
team, doing mostly background investigation. It’s been very valuable 
training. And now I’m a DR.
 What does your current APD job entail?
 As the new DR, I patrol this area of Southwest Austin. The first 
couple of weeks were a little crazy! Linda Ponder, one of my first 
patrol sergeants who is now over the DR unit, told me “it never stops”. 
I know what she means now! Any day could easily be a 15-hour day. 
I have to tell myself to stop so I can stay rested and keep physically 
fit. The main thrust of the job is to assist with specialized needs within 
the neighborhood: for instance, following up on the homeless person 
reported under the Brush Country bridge and the man living in his van 
on Sanderson. I also work the local school zones, and a lot of what 
I do is prevention and hopefully, a happy resolution. Right now, the 
City of Austin makes things challenging. It’s growing quickly and 
we want to stay on top of things.
 What does the “District Representative” job mean to you?
 First of all, I’m so excited to get this job. I actually applied for the 
position, because I wanted to make a difference. My goal is to keep 
residents happy and safe.
 What kind of difference do you want to make in Westcreek?
 I want to make a major difference. I want folks to be as happy and 
as safe as they can. It sounds simple, and it is. But I want to make 
sure I’m doing everything I can to prevent cars from speeding, make 
people feel safe in their neighborhood. One instance was a man 
living in his van in the cul-de-sac on Sanderson, next to Westcreek 
Landing. I worked with the neighbors in that area, set up surveillance, 
and eventually got the man to move on. That is a part of my normal 
patrol route.
 Did you have a mentor? What did they teach you?

 My father (Michel, pronounced “Mitchell”, LaHood), who just 
retired from DPS as a State Trooper. He taught me that there are 
no shortcuts in life, and to treat people the way you want to be 
treated—with respect. So when I’d have to arrest someone in the 
past, I shook their hand. You’re not ever going to make everybody 
happy, but you can try! My other mentor is my Uncle Danny (Danny 
Earl) who lives in San Antonio. He’s a veterinarian, and taught me 
to follow my family values and my Christian beliefs. Try every day 
to become a little better.
 How often are you in our Westcreek neighborhood?
 It depends, but usually three to four times a week if not daily, if 
there are issues I need to follow up on.
 Do you have any hobbies?
 LOTS. I’m a big outdoorsman. I love camping, hunting, fishing. 
I am a bow hunter (bow and arrow). My wife loves it too, and goes 
with me! I am also a canine trainer; I train therapy dogs and protection 
dogs for service. One of our dogs is a New Finland dog, around 130 
lbs. Everybody loves him! He’s just like a big cuddly bear.
 What does your family think about you being a police officer?
 My mom is very proud, although she wanted me to be a fireman. I 
took the exams for both the Austin Fire Dept. and the APD, and got 
accepted to both. I chose to be a policeman, much to my mother’s 
chagrin. It was a tough decision, I have to admit. I just felt that 
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Southwest

Family Owned and Operated
Mark and Jan Welp

www.kwikkarsouthwest.com

• Full Service Oil Change
• State Inspections
• Mechanical Repairs
 ASE Master Mechanic 
 AAA Approved, 96.7% Rating 
 12K / 12 Mo. Nationwide Warranty 
 Computer Diagnostics 

 Courtesy Drop Off / Pick Ups 
• Scheduled Maintenance Services
• Fleet Vehicles GE/PHH/MPP/MAP etc.

Hours:
8-6 Weekdays
8-5 Saturday

512-891-7800

SUPERIOR SERVICE FOR YOU AND YOUR CAR

3416 W. William Cannon
Austin, TX 78745

Coffee Bar • Children’s Playroom
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the Police force gave me more to do, and I could make more of a 
difference. I was the youngest officer ever accepted at the Academy, 
at 22 years old. I think it helped that I had to start working when I 
was really young because my father became very ill with Lupus, so 
I had a lot of “life experience” (as a mechanic and a ranch hand).  
And of course my wife, Kelly, is extremely supportive, because she 
is also an APD officer. She works nights in SE Austin. 
 Some tips from Office LaHood if you haven’t gotten great response 
from calling 311:
 Parking on the lawn, or an RV or trailer parked in the driveway—it’s 
City code compliance (keep calling 311 and they will issue a citation, 
even if it is eventually). If it is on the street, it becomes a possible 
safety hazard, therefore, call Officer LaHood. (Side note: Trailers 
would have to be attached to a vehicle for it to be reported to APD.) 
Many people don’t know that these things are City Code violations. 
If you don’t feel comfortable approaching the homeowner, call 311 
before calling APD.
 His latest project:
 “Alive at 25”. Officer LaHood is being trained to teach anyone 
under 25 the dangers of driving while under the influence 
of alcohol. The program has a 92% rate of success. These 
classes will be held at local schools, malls and on request to 
Neighborhood Associations. He’s taking the training with his part-
time partner, Josh Visi. If you have a NNO party, it’s likely that 
Zach and Josh will show up as partners! At any given time, there 
are five people in their unit that work at any event that is going on.  
SIDE NOTE: October 7th is NNO, and that is also Zach’s wedding 
anniversary. So say hi, let him turn on the police siren and lights and 
take a photo with the kids, and then let him go home to his wife!
 Graffiti reporting:
 Kevin Bartles at APD. He is outstanding. Take a photo of the graffiti 
so that the APD has a record of it. Also, you can call this number for 
Graffiti Removal—854-4125.
 Officer Zach’s motto:
 With great authority comes great responsibility.
 Officer Zachary LaHood can be contacted at 
 Zachary.LaHood@ci.austin.tx.us
 His phone number is 974-4415.
 So the next time you see Officer LaHood, welcome him to the 
neighborhood!

"Welcome", continued from page 3
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Nicole Peel
Broker/Owner

Office #: 512-249-6299
Mobile #: 512-740-2300

Flat Fee listiNg OPtiONs

Buyer reBate PrOgraM

www.Vallurerealty.com

RegisteR now foR dance classes

Dance Classes For All Ages
Ballet • tap • Jazz • lyrical • Hip Hop

several choices for Preschool dance Programs
adult classes

Reasons to choose
ouR studio

1. Facilities: Our specially designed 
floors reduce fatigue and prevent injuries.

2. Family Values: We use appropriate 
costuming and carefully select music to 
ensure wholesome family entertainment.

3. Experienced Faculty: Our teachers 
are all hightly trained professionals who 

have many years of experience and attend 
continuing education to remain current 

with new trends.

4. Observation Windows: Watch your 
child’s progress. Brand new

to dance?

Call for our free information
“4 Things Every Parent 

Should Know Before 
Choosing A Dance Studio”

D’Ette & Co. Dancers
1807 Slaughter Ln., Ste. 325

Austin, TX 78748
512-292-3772

www.dettedancers.com

it’s not too late - Register today!

Come to the Westcreek Picnic — It’s not just for Kids!!!
 NEW SIGN IN & WELCOME:
 This year we will be asking folks to sign in and get a name tag, so 
when you meet neighbors for the first time, you will be able to see 
their name and the street they live on. This is also for the children’s 
safety. We’re anticipating having an ink stamp to put on the kids’ 
hands, so you can immediately ID a child from Westcreek, and we 
can prevent liability issues on our giant inflatable kid toys! As far as 
fun stuff for the kids, this year will have a balloon-maker and many 
other activities.
 VOLUNTEER???
 We’ve also gotten a lot of input from residents for adult-type games: 
raffles, guessing games and the like. We are hoping to have a lot of 
residents pitch in to make these happen. Yes, we need volunteers!!! 
Email or call anyone on the WNA CONTACTS list on page two of 
the newsletter.
 ICE CHESTS???
 If anyone has large ice chests/coolers, we need some people to 
donate them just for the afternoon for the picnic. We will return them 
promptly!
 We look forward to seeing you on a beautifully cool October 
afternoon. (And we’re hoping for NO BEES.) Bring your camera, 
and see you there!

 This year’s picnic will be held on SUNDAY, OCTOBER 26, from 
1 PM to 4 PM in the Pavilion at Dick Nichols Park, 8011 Beckett 
Road. The kids can come in Halloween costume, and the adults too, 
but we are mainly having this event just to have a nice neighborhood 
get-together. Many of our residents responded to the recently sent 
out questionnaire — please be pro-active and attend, and if you can, 
please volunteer to help set up the picnic! It takes a lot of people 
doing little things to make this happen for all of us.
 FOOD, POTLUCK AND SPONSORS:
 Westcreek Neighborhood volunteers will barbeque hamburgers 
and hot dogs, courtesy of Randalls, who is also donating all drinks, 
utensils, condiments, etc. We only ask that you bring side dishes, such 
as a salad, chips/dip, veggie, casserole or a dessert to round out the 
feast. Just think “BBQ!!!” 
 Emerald Garden is also sponsoring the picnic, with prizes of Gift 
Certificates and some of the wonderful decorations you will see 
there.
 HALLOWEEN THEME:
 We are again having a Halloween theme, with a couple of new 
games and some extra stuff for both the kids and the parents. We 
will have a contest for the best costume for both child and adult, and 
this year the judges will be picked randomly from the attendees (no 
voting privileges for parents of their own costumed kids!).
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Block your window tracks with wood to 

prevent a break-in!
Submitted by a resident of Westcreek

 Our Westcreek home was burglarized in August. The thieves were 
able to pry open a locked back window and climb inside. 
 The burglars took pretty much anything electronic or potentially 
valuable (but left my only TV—a 1984 model—in disappointment, 
probably). 
 Fortunately, APD was on the job and caught two suspects, who had 
apparently burglarized several other residences in southwest Austin. 
The patrol officer who responded to my call got a radio message while 
he was investigating my home, asked me if I could name a few items 
that I knew were missing, and lo and behold, some of those items 
were in the suspects’ car. 
 Since my family had plane reservations to begin our vacation the 
next morning, the detective assigned to the case stayed late to take 
my statement at the police station and help me load the recovered 
items into my car. 
 Here is the lesson that I learned: Westcreek residents with builder-
installed metal-frame windows should put wood (or something else 
equally hard to break) in the window tracks, to keep them from being 
raised or slid open, EVEN WHEN THE WINDOW IS LOCKED. This 
type of window apparently can flex enough to defeat the locks! While 
I was at the police station, one of my neighbors was kind enough to 
measure all of my downstairs windows and cut wood pieces to fit all 
of them.
 With the help of my wonderful neighbors and APD, we were still 
able to go on our trip, although I’ve had a lot to do to minimize the 
potential financial damage, as a box of blank checks and some other 
paperwork were also taken and not recovered.
 Please be alert for vehicles and people who seem out of place. The 
police think that at least three robbers and two cars were involved in 
the burglary of my home, one robber probably acting as a lookout. 
I hope everyone in Westcreek can take something good from this 
notice, and prevent them from going through my situation.
 Editor’s Note: Please be aware of strange vehicles or persons on 
your street. If you are not home often, install a burglar alarm. Take 
precautions before you go on vacation as well: make sure you either 
have a trusted neighbor checking your home every day, or have a 
friend or family house-sit your home. Stop your newspaper and have 
someone pick up your mail. Put your lights on a timer so they can 
come on at sunset and go off when you usually go to sleep. Most of 
these precautions cost very little money, and will make you much 
safer.
 As always, contact the APD if you see any suspicious activity by 
calling 9-1-1.

At no time will any source be allowed to use the Westcreek Neighborhood  
Newsletter contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in 
any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose 
of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other 
self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed permission 
from the Westcreek Neighborhood Association and Peel Inc. The information 
in the Westcreek Neighborhood Newsletter  is exclusively for the private use of 
Westcreek residents only. 

Recipes of the Month
By Mark Strouhal

Westcreek Resident and Sous-chef at Kenichi
More wonderful recipes from our Westcreek resident/chef. 

Spice-rubbed Steak
Ingredients:
 1 oz fennel seed
 1 oz coriander seed
 1 oz salt kosher (not iodized salt please!)
 1 oz black pepper (whole black peppercorns preferred)
 1 pinch cayenne
 1 steak of your choice - ribeye, strip, filet
Preparation and cooking instructions:
 Grind up all spices in spice grinder or blender. Liberally season 
both sides of meat with spice mix, and leave out at room temp 1 hour 
before grilling. Extra spice mix can be saved for next time! Preheat 
grill to red-hot. Place meat on grill and flip only once during cooking. 
When desired doneness is achieved, take off grill and let rest for 4 
minutes. Plate and serve.

Grilled Veggies
Ingredients:
 2 zucchini, cut whole on the bias, to form large rounds
 2 squash, cut whole on the bias, to form large rounds
 1 whole onion, quartered
 okra, whole
 bell peppers: green, red, yellow - deseeded and stem removed
 fresh beans, cleaned and trimmed
 2 lemon
 olive oil, extra virgin
 salt & pepper
 Preparation and cooking instructions:
 Combine all veggies in a large mixing bowl and toss with olive oil, 
juice from 1 lemon and salt and pepper. Preheat grill to red-hot. Place 
veggies in a single layer on grill. As long as your grill is hot, these 
grilled veggies will only take a couple of minutes total. Remove from 
grill, squeeze juice from the 2nd lemon over veggies and serve. 

Buttered Pasta
Ingredients:
 1/2 lb pasta — like bowtie or macaroni
 1 stick unsalted butter, cut into pats
 salt & pepper
 1/2 bunch parsley, rough chopped
 3 oz aged dry cheese — like a Parmesan or pecorino
Preparation and cooking instructions:
 Cook pasta according to manufacturers directions. When al dente 
(still has a little bite to it) drain it. Place drained pasta back into 
cooking pan, but keep it off the heat. Add your butter, I would add 
half of the stick, if you like more go for it. Then add the cheese and 
parsley, mixing it the whole time. Taste it, the cheese should add a 
good amount of salt to it so be careful about over-seasoning it. Salt 
it if necessary. Remember you can always add, but you can never 
take out. Place in a serving bowl and serve while still piping hot.
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Oak Hill FLUM: where things stand
 The first part of this article comes from an email to Bob 
Shrader, Westcreek resident, from Laura Morrison, City 
Council Member:
 “As you may know, the uncontested tracts on the Future 
Land Use Map and the uncontested rezoning cases were 
passed on first reading only at the August 28, 2008 council 
meeting.
 “The contested portions of the Future Land Use Map 
and the contested rezoning cases are scheduled for a public 
hearing on October 23, 2008 at 4pm.  The City Council gave 
direction to keep the October 23 agenda light to allow the 
residents of Oak Hill to be heard at a reasonable time and 
keep you from having to stay up at City Hall too late.
 “A list of the properties listed as contested and 
uncontested can be found on the neighborhood planning 
website at http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/zoning/oak_hill.
htm. I look forward to continuing to work with you on 
a neighborhood plan that will respect the character of the 
Oak Hill neighborhoods and will mitigate environmental 
impacts.  I have included Bobby Levinski, on my staff, who 
is working with me on this plan, and he can help get you any 
information you may need.”
Secondly, we will have gone to a meeting for the Wm. 
Cannon property on September 17, well past this newsletter’s 
deadline to the publisher, so look for updates on the Yahoo 
eGroup.
 Lastly, please turn out for your neighborhood on Thursday, 
October 23 to fight for the single-family designation on 
the property at 6110 Hill Forest to remain as it is currently 
zoned. It is essential that we have as many people as possible 
from Westcreek saying “no” to high-density development in 
the midst of our schools and 2-story structures. Watch for 
suggested emails to the City of Austin in the days leading 
up to the vote. And, please, participate in this very important 
issue, even if you don’t live right around the area. This vote 
will affect all of Westcreek’s future!

Trash Talk
 Just a reminder to please take your trash bins and recycle 
containers in as soon as possible after the City has completed 
their pickup. Do not put your bins out until the night before 
pickup or early the morning of the pickup. At some homes or 
duplexes, these containers have been left out for days, creating 
an eyesore for other residents. This is a violation of City Code 
and you could receive a fine. Receptacles that are put out early 
or left out beyond the day of pickup are going to be even more 
noticeable on recycle pickup days since we have been provided 
with the new larger recycle containers. 
 Since recycling is now the same day as trash pickup 
(Tuesday), make sure you leave enough room between bins 
so that the separate trucks can make their pickup easily. DO 
NOT BLOCK MAILBOXES WITH THE BINS. Many people 
are placing their bins right next to or in front of mailboxes and 
this causes problems for mail delivery.
 You should have received a flyer with your new recycle bin 
with instructions on what to recycle. If you have not received 
a new bin, need to turn in your old bin, or have questions on 
what you can recycle, please call the City of Austin Solid Waste 
Services Department at 974-1945.
 We would also like to encourage residents to recycle 
everything possible. 
 Did you know you are charged by the size of your trash bin? 
If you utilize your recycle bin to 
its capacity, you may be able to 
use a smaller trash bin and save 
money! Call the number on your 
utility bill if you want to trade in 
your larger trash bin for a smaller 
one. 
 Please take pride in your 
neighborhood and be considerate 
of your neighbors. A little bit goes 
a long way. Thanks!

 512-989-8905 • www.PEELinc.com

Peel, Inc.
Printing & Publishing
Publishing community newsletters since 1991

Advertise your business
to your neighbors.

Support This 
Neighborhood 

Newsletter.
Kelly Peel
Sales Manager

512-989-8905
kelly@PEELinc.com
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Keller Williams Realty    Three Barton Skyway     1221 S. Mopac, Suite 120     Austin, Texas 78746

512-347-9599

What Does “No Risk” Mean To You?

Not intended to solicit properties currently for sale.

Call us NOW at... 

...and start packing!

Put more money in your pocket with the No Risk Listing exclusively with The Jaymes Willoughby 
Team. Most brokers will charge you the same fee no matter how your home sells… even if you find 
the buyer. With the No Risk Listing you have 
complete flexibility.
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Real Estate Tea
m

NO RISK

LISTING SYSTEM

FLEXIBLE COMMISSIONS

We find the buyer 
and write the contract. 
There is no other 
agent involved. Our 
commission is just 41/2%.

You find the buyer and there 
is no other agent involved. We write the 
contract and walk it through escrow for you. Our 
commission is 11/2%.

Another agent represents the buyer. Our commission 
is 3% and the other agent also receives 3%.

41/2%

11/2%

6%

www.metroaustinhomes.com

WK

Peel, Inc.
311 Ranch Road 620 S. Ste 200
Lakeway, Texas 78734-4775


