
Westcreek Neighborhood Association 
Board meeting February 25, 2016 !

Meeting at Barb Huffman’s house attended by Barb Huffman, Karen Sperry, Rita Berry, 
Jenn Voss, Chuck McClenon, John Mendenhall.   !
Preliminary discussion while gathering: 

• Neighborhood Garage sale is set for weekend of April 2-3.  Chuck has signs for 
entrances to neighborhood. 

• Need minutes of general meeting to show that Glen is the new treasurer, in order 
to set up with bank.  {Superseded by subsequent events.] 

• Need to reimburse Lee Pepe for deposit for bouncy house for last spring’s 
cancelled picnic.  $61.70. 

• This year’s spring picnic data set as Sunday May 15, 2:00 – 5:00 PM>  Karen 
Pearson to coordinate. 

• Succession planning.  Jenn creating a handbook. 
• Some discussion of trailhead pocket park. !

Self-Introductions all around of members. !
Real estate news items 

• Jenn reports that Hill Forest property is possibly under contract.  Possibly to 
Ashford Montessori which had previously expressed interest.  But  that would 
need to go thru Oak Hill Neighborhood Planning Contact Team, and follow the 
Future Land Use Map (FLUM).  Day care while generally permitted as an 
auxiliary use is not allowed on this particular site.  Rezoning would need to go 
thru the Planning Contact Team, the Planning Commission, and the City Council.  
[Subsequent developments, Ashford Montessori probably not the buyer.] 

• The lot on Cana Cove, site of the previous burn-out, is now under contract. 
• The corner lot on Hill Forest at Summerset is no longer on the market.  !

Trailhead 
• John met with pro bono landscape architect, Marisa, considering greenway 

project. 
• Also met with Marlowe, the director of the Green Tech Academy at Small, and 

with Sherri Lupine, the interim principal.  We are promised sweat equity from 
students.  (Karen notes that Sherri is likely to be named permanent principal.) 

• Jenn optimistic about grant for greenway project, erosion control a goal. !
Flood Plain – discussion led by Karen 

• Karen shared concerns regarding two different maps related to flooding in 
the Westcreek area, one interactive City of Austin map depicting 16-17 



homes along Williamson Creek (Fair Valley and Steer Tr.) which depicts 
these homes as being at “high risk” of flooding and another posted to the 
Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority (CTRMA) Oak Hilll Parkway 
which depicts homes all along Williamson Creek in Westcreek as having 
“2015 Structures Flooded.” Both maps raise obvious questions. While in 
October 2013, Williamson Creek flashed out of it’s banks leaving high 
water marks in yards and on fences and other structures, there was and is 
no awareness of any inside flooding to homes along the creek. There 
were some instances where a small number (2-5?) of residents 
experienced house flooding in other low-lying areas of the neighborhood, 
but these homes were not adjacent to Williamson Creek. It should be 
noted that the neighborhood association encouraged residents to contact 
311 to report any instances of flooding related to their properties.!

• The WNA also arranged for the City to host a meeting regarding flooding 
in March 2014 at the Will Hampton Library. Information and notes from the 
meeting are posted to the Westcreek website. !

• Although “100” year” and “25 year” floodplain terminology is most 
commonly used, a more recent interpretation regarding flood chances has 
been “1 percent” and “4 percent” with any given rain event. !

• The City Council has appointed a Flood Mitigation Task Force comprised 
of two appointees from each council member district and that group is 
currently working to identify potential solutions and polices related to flood 
mitigation and buyouts across the City of Austin. Both mitigation and 
buyouts are costly and adequate funding is not available to address all of 
the competing demands regarding flooding.!

• Karen believes that upstream development has contributed to the 
increased water flow in Williamson Creek. She has attended the Oak Hill 
Parkway meetings and reviewed the Oak Hill Parkway and CTRMA 
website and questions the adequacy of retention and detention plans (two 
ponds upstream of the actual project) currently outlined in the project 
plans. In her contacts with CTRMA she has been told that for the Oak Hill 
Parkway, TxDot must ensure that the proposed project will not create 
adverse impact such that the peak flow leaving the right of way of the 
project will be equal to or less in the post-project condition than the 
existing condition.!

• On 3/10/15, Pres. Jennifer Voss reached out to Oak Park's neighborhood 
association after hearing they were having a meeting with the city to 
address their issues.  Voss asked how they (and Oak Acres) got the city's 
attention.  According to the neighborhood association 
representative:  About 40 houses have flooded in those two small 
neighborhoods.  They stated that they learned that every time it rains and 
when anyone gets water standing in their yard or it comes into a garage, 
they should report it to 311.   It doesn't have to be severe flooding.  That 
information goes into a city database that watershed watches to prioritize 
their money to fund projects.  That is how are neighborhoods made it to 
the top of the priority list.!



• The WNA has broadcast to the neighborhood residents on several 
occasions to remind folks to report to 311.  The WNA has also officially 
supported an April 2015 resolution presented by the Austin Neighborhoods 
Council to the Austin City Council expressing serious concerns about 
development on flooding, especially near creeks (including Williamson 
Creek). 

• Moved by Chuck, and approved, to authorize Karen to speak out as needed, 
without waiting for TxDot actions. !

Mowing / It’s My Park Day.  Todd Pobielski has done a lot of weeding.  Consideration 
for mowing trailhead. !
The city is keeping the Greenway project and the Pocket Park as separate items. !
Neighorhood Watch?  “Reach out to five” – the five neighbors you can see.   !
Next meeting Thursday October 31, Chuck’s house, 5000 Summerset. !
Minutes by Chuck McClenon !


