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THANK YOU TO OUR 
WONDERFUL SPONSORS 

AND PARTNERS: 
 

 

LEAF Landscape Supply 

Klingemann Auto 

Flores Mexican Restaurant 

D’Lites Ice Cream Shop 

Ranger Press 

Double Dave’s 
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WNA Annual Meeting January 20, 2018 
 

 

WNA Membership Drive 2018 
 

We are nearing the end of our official 2018 Membership Drive and are grateful for the many 
residents who have already joined. If you are not sure if you joined for 2018, please email Rita 

Berry at board@westcreekna.org. Of course, we welcome new members at any time of the year. 
 

If you haven’t joined, it’s never too late and we always welcome newcomers to the neighborhood 
and the association. Joining takes only a few moments and can be done online at the Westcreek 
Neighborhood Association website or via mail with the membership form attached to this 
newsletter.                 Continued: See WNA Membership p. 6 with membership form attached 

 
 

The Westcreek Neighborhood Association held 
its annual membership meeting on Saturday, 
January 20th. Many thanks to the residents who 
attended and to our sponsors, Double Daves 
and D’Lites Ice Cream for providing 
refreshments. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The main program was a presentation and 
discussion of CodeNext, the City’s proposal for 
a comprehensive framework for zoning and 
development. (see article p.2) The guest 
speaker was Bobby Levinski, staff attorney for 
the Save Our Springs Alliance, who has also 
announced his candidacy for City Council 
District 8. Mr. Levinski provided a well balanced 
presentation of the facts known at the time and 
the presentation was followed with comments  

 

and questions from attendees resulting in a 
healthy discussion about some of the key 
issues associated with land development in 
Austin, such as affordability, density, infra-
structure, mobility and potential impacts of the 
new code on neighborhoods. In addition, we 
appreciated the valuable perspective on 
aspects of Code Next from Westcreek resi-
dent and member of the City of Austin 
Planning Commission, Angela DeHoyos Hart.  

 

Former City Council member and current 
mayoral candidate Laura Morrison attended 
the annual meeting and provided brief greet-
ings and comments upon being introduced. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Continued: See WNA Annual meeting p. 2 

 
 

 
 

 

 

The Westcreek Greenway project is moving along. In working with 
the City of Austin Watershed Protection Department, there has been 
a change of plans with regard to the crossing over the low water area 
near Brush Country.  After Watershed staff reviewed the bridge 
plans, it was determined that a bridge would need to be elevated too 
high in order to avoid the slightest risk of impeding debris in the 
channel. The Greenway Committee, with WNA Board input, then 
proposed a stepping stone concept to help trail users cross without 

getting wet after a rain event.          Continued: see Greenway p. 3 

Westcreek Greenway Project 

Update 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Picture of trailhead signs to 
be installed. Signs were 
designed by Small Middle 
School student who won the 
sign design contest. 
 

 

http://www.leaflandscapesupply.com/
http://www.klingemanncarcare.com/
http://www.floresmexican.com/
http://dlitesaustin.com/
http://www.rangerpress.org/about-us.html
http://www.doubledaves.com/pizza/austin-william-cannon/pizzaworks.php
http://www.doubledaves.com/pizza/austin-william-cannon/pizzaworks.php
http://westcreekna.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=e07350e0fb29ff81fd364c365&id=7023c1c809&e=c1ba8d8773
http://westcreekna.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=e07350e0fb29ff81fd364c365&id=7023c1c809&e=c1ba8d8773
mailto:board@westcreekna.org
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Elections were held for the WNA Executive Committee.  
These members will continue to serve in the 2018 year, 
either re-elected or continuing into the second year of a two-
year term. 
 

 President – Chuck McClenon (Summerset Trail) 

 Vice President – Karen Sperry (Fair Valley Drive) 

 Co-Vice President – Mindy Sutton (Wing Road) 

 Secretary – Ryan Kelly (Fair Valley Drive) 

 Treasurer – Rita Berry (Wolf Run) 

 At-Large Position 1 – John Mendenhall (Cana 
Cove) 

 At-Large Position 2 – Mindy Sutton (Wing Road) 
also serving as Co-Vice President 

 At-Large Position 3 – Barb Huffman (Sanderson 
Avenue) 

 At Large Position 4 – Sarah Tanner (Morning Dew) 
 

 

The At-Large Position #4 is a new position that will add 
bandwidth to the Executive Committee as we continue to 
carry out the many activities of the association. We are 
grateful to have Sarah join us, bringing a fresh perspective 
to our efforts to do great things for Westcreek! 
 

Highlights of the past year, and plans for the upcoming 
year, were also discussed.  Many are covered in other 
articles in this newsletter. 

 
 

The City of Austin released its third and final draft of 
CodeNEXT, a proposed new Land Development Code, 
in February. The WNA included an extensive article, 
CodeNEXT Austin: What To Know and How It MAY 

Affect Westcreek, in the Fall 2017 Newsletter, which is 

also posted on the WNA website. 
 

The proposed zoning maps for Westcreek in Draft 3 are 
unchanged from Draft 2. Homes currently zoned Single-
Family 2 (SF2) are proposed to be zoned Residential 
1B (R1B), and the duplexes on Westcreek Drive and 
Cana Cove, currently zoned Single Family 3 (SF3), are 
proposed as Residential 2B (R2B). Potential impacts to 
Westcreek may not be major, but over time the addition 
of Accessary Dwelling Units (ADUs) on qualifying lots 
and the potential for increased development both within 
the neighborhood and upstream along Williamson 
Creek, could have undesirable consequences such as: 
increased traffic, more on-street parking and increased 
localized and creek flooding of existing residences. 
Homes that have not previously been in the floodplain 
may then become included with future FEMA map 
revisions, as the maps, based upon data provided by 
the City of Austin, have not been updated in numerous 
years. 
 

As everyone knows, growth in the City of Austin has 
increased significantly over the past twenty years and 
our population has skyrocketed in recent years. 
However, the City’s Land Development Code has not 
been updated in more than thirty years and it is an 
understandably complicated process.  
 

WNA Annual Meeting continued from p. 1 

 

Update on CodeNEXT 

 The proposed code aims to address multiple issues in 
our rapidly growing City, including housing availability 
and affordability, the need for improved mobility options, 
ongoing efforts to address environmental issues and the 
provision of a more streamlined permitting process. The 
3rd and final draft is over 1,500 pages and much like the 
first two drafts, the content is very complex and can be a 
bit overwhelming for the average citizen.  
 

Most Austin residents are aware that CodeNEXT is a hot 
topic and there are divergent viewpoints regarding the 
potential positives and negatives with some saying it 
doesn’t go far enough in addressing the needs for 
affordable housing while others believe the code, if 
adopted will negatively impact neighborhoods and will 
lead to increased gentrification and displacement of 
long-term and low-income residents.  
 

The City Council has been briefed on the latest 
proposal, but currently, the proposed code is in the 
hands of the City’s Planning Commission and Zoning 
and Platting Commission. Both Commissions will hold 
joint public hearings on April 28th and May 1st. 
Comments and recommendations from the two 
commissions will be provided to the City Council, which 
is expected to host it’s own public hearings in late May 
or early June, and to continue deliberation on the matter 
into the summer months. 
 

In the meantime, Community Not Commodity continues 
to sponsor a petition drive to put CodeNEXT on the 
ballot for Austin voters to decide. 
 

        Continued: See CodeNEXT p. 5 

 
 

 

http://www.westcreekna.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Fall2017Newsletter.pdf
http://www.westcreekna.org/
https://communitynotcommodity.com/
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Neighborhood Garage Sale 
 

Be ready for Westcreek’s annual 
neighborhood-wide garage sale 
Saturday and Sunday, April 7

th
 & 8

th
. 

You may hold your sale one or both 
days. Host your garage sale at your 
home and take advantage of all the 
extra shoppers visiting Westcreek for 
our neighborhood-wide event. The ga-
rage sale is already posted as a calen-
dar event on Nextdoor and Facebook.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As we get closer, we will post individual 
announcements on Nextdoor, Facebook 
and Craig’s list, all neighbors having a 
sale can reply to the post with their ad-
dress. Please be sure to sign up to 
Westcreek Nextdoor to keep in the loop. 
Not on Nextdoor? Please email your 
name and address to the attention of 

Rita Berry at board@westcreekna.org.  

These benefits are offered by your 
Westcreek Neighborhood Association.  
Thank you for your support! 

 

  

Westcreek 4th of July 

Parade Preview 
 

 A new Westcreek neighborhood 
tradition took root last summer with 
our first annual Westcreek 4

th
 of July 

Parade! Nearly 150 neighbors and 
kids showed off their patriotic spirit 
and pride with a 1.5 mile march 
through Westcreek. 

 

 

 

 

 
This summer, the tradition will 
continue with our second annual 4

th
 

of July Parade and we’re hoping to 
make it even bigger and better. The 
event will begin and end at the 
intersection of Fair Valley Trail and 
Targa Court, kicking off with patri-
otic festivities including the Pledge of 
Allegiance and the national an-them. 
Neighbors who plan to parti-cipate 
are encouraged to demon-strate 
their creativity with with colorful attire 
and various decorated modes of 
transportation from bikes and 
strollers to go-carts. The official 
parade route and other details will be 
announced closer to the parade and 
we encourage everyone to come out 
and cheer the marchers along. Mark 
your calendars and we hope to see 
you in red, white and blue! 
 

 

Westcreek Annual Picnic 
 

Come out and join us for our annual 
Westcreek Picnic this year!  We will 
have lots of food and drink AND a 
bounce house for the kiddos.  If you 
weren’t able to attend last year or 
you’ve never been, you have defin-
itely missed out! Catch up with friends, 
meet new neighbors, let the kids play 
and maybe even win a raf-fle prize. 
You certainly don’t want to miss! Keep 
an eye out for reminders on Nextdoor 
and Facebook as we get closer to the 
picnic date. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday May 19, 2018  

12:00 - 2:00 PM 

 @ Dick Nichols District Park,  

8011 Beckett Rd, Austin, TX  

 

 

 

 

What’s happening  

In 2018:   
 

 

 

Greenway continued from p.1 

Greenway Committee member, Gerard D’Arcy, who is an architect, created a new design sketch to reflect this redesign.  
Watershed staff will review this new design and advise us how to move forward. This doesn’t come without added work, 
however, because we do have to re-apply with a new application and will be sending updated sketches to the 
stakeholders (nearby residents and schools). We will also need to contribute to this stepping stone construction in the way 
of sweat equity hours. Keep an eye out for volunteer opportunities to assist us in this endeavor. Meanwhile, the gravel 
spreading on the trails is complete and we’ve had a great deal of positive reaction to that work. Many thanks to the 
neighbors who turned out to make that trail improvement a huge success during our volunteer work day.   
 

We are also progressing with the trailheads portion of the project. Enhanced trailhead structures, which include a roofing 
component and benches, will be located at the Small Middle School entrance and the Westcreek Drive trailhead.  There 
will also be a split rail fence at the Westcreek Drive trailhead.  The Request for Quotes for the trailhead structures and 
fence has been issued and bids are due on March 8, 2018. We hope to get several contractor bids in. The city will make 
the award determination and the Greenway Committee will then meet with the selected contractor to discuss exact 
trailhead structure placement.  
 

Last but not least, Committee members are again reaching out to our APD liaison to ask for increased patrols of the area 
as we have seen an uptick in vandalism and suspicion of illegal activity. 
 

mailto:board@westcreekna.org


 

 
 
 
 
 

Page 4 of 6 

   
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YOM 2018 starts in April 
 

The Yard of the Month (YOM) recognition will begin in 
our neighbor-hood again starting with the month of 
April. Each year the WNA’s Neighborhood 
Enhancement Committee selects a Yard of the Month 
April through October, skipping August due to 
excessive heat taking a toll on most yards. 
 

A December award is made for the best holiday 
lighting.  WNA appreciates the support of our YOM 
sponsors who provide awards of over $115 in gift 
cards and vou-chers to the monthly winners!  Board 
member Barb Huffman chairs the Neighborhood 
Enhancement Committee.  
 

The committee wel-comes nominations from 
neighbors by simply emailing the WNA Board to let us 
know of a yard you feel is worthy of the award.  The 
guidelines we follow are fairly simple:  Trash and 
Recycling bins need to be out of sight from the street.  
Attractive curb appeal is most important and while we 
do like to acknowledge new xeriscaping, that is not at 
all a requirement. We have awarded to many 
traditional St. Augustine yards over the years! The 
YOM award can only be given to families who are 
paid members of the Association, so if you have not 
paid your $20 dues for 2018, now is the time to do so!  
YOUR yard could be the next Yard of the Month! 
 

Yard of the Month (YOM) 

  

 

Sanders family 

Fair Valley Trail 

 

 

In our communication with several Google Fiber 
representatives, we are consistently being told that the 
system shows permitting or construction delays for the 
Westcreek neighborhood. They acknowledged that this 
can be frustrating for residents who have been waiting 
for up to two years, and have promised to let us know 
as soon as they have additional information to share. 
Customer service representatives are provided only 
limited information, so there is no clear information 
regarding the specific obstacles for our  
neighborhood when most neighborhoods 
surrounding us already have fiber service. 
  

Given that most businesses are profit- 
driven by necessity, our chances of get- 
ting service might be increased by the  
number of residents we have signed up,  
but we don’t know for sure. We were ad- 
vised that residents who paid a deposit  
for service upon signing up can request a refund by 
calling 1-877-454-6959. If the Board receives any 
additional information, we will communicate and we 
also encourage residents who may learn more about  
 
 

Google Fiber Installation in Westcreek Continues to Be Delayed 

Richie Sanders & his wife Deborah have lived in Westcreek for 
fourteen years and regularly join WNA as they value the 
services of the organization. 
 

Their daughter Brianna is responsible for hanging the rooftop 
lights which was formerly her brother Brandon’s job, but he is 
away at college so the job fell to her! Richie is behind the rest 
of the decor & lighting which is synchronized to music.  
 

The WNA appreciates the support of the Sanders family and 
thanks them for their lovely light display!  

 

December 

lights 2017 
 

the installation timeline to let us know at 
<board@westcreekna.org.> 
 

On a related note, at the annual meeting, a question 
arose about the tree trimming that has occurred in 
our area for the past several months in preparations 
for google fiber installation. Specifically the question 
related to whether or not Wright Tree Service, the 
subcontracted company for Google Fiber, utilized  
  proper protective strategies to 

prevent Oak Wilt. In sharing 
experiences with fellow Board 
members and neighbors, we felt  
confident in the personalized  

  communications that occurred prior  
  to and after tree trimming and were 

reassured that pruning would be 
minimal and that tree wounds would 
 be properly sealed. If you have any 

questions or concerns regarding tree trimming done 
on or near your property, please feel free to call Joel 
Rendon of Wright Tree service at 361-271-5317. 
 

 

mailto:board@westcreekna.org


 

 
 
 
 
 

Page 5 of 6 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

City Code compliance: 

The WNA role 
 

The main purpose for city code is to protect residents’ safety, 
health and property values.  Without code restrictions, minor 
violations would increase and broaden over time and 
eventually evolve into major violations.  The neighborhood 
quality would deteriorate.  
 

WNA obviously strongly supports neighbors following city 
code – both for the sake of our property values and the 
safety of all Westcreek residents – and will seek Code 
Compliance assistance when necessary. The WNA may also 
assist neighbors who have concerns about code violations, 
but most neighbors report the complaints directly to City 
Code. 
 

Before reporting (or being reported), please consider 
other options. Perhaps the homeowner in violation of code 
could use some help...go to 
http://www.austintexas.gov/department/homeowner-assistance for 
more information about the City of Austin homeowner 
assistance programs.   
 

Code website is: http://www.austintexas.gov/department/code-

compliance.    

Violations may be reported by calling 311, using the 311 
app or online at: http://austin-

p1csrprodcwi.motorolasolutions.com/Home.mvc/Index.  
 

Common Code Violations   
 

The following violations have been frequently reported 
by neighbors in Westcreek: 
 

 Construction without a permit 
 

 Junk and accumulated rubbish 
 

 Weeds or grass over 12 inches 
 

 Travel Trailers, campers, RVs, and boats must be 
behind an enclosed building or screened from 
public view with a solid wood or masonry fence at 
least six feet high. Under the city zoning code, 
these vehicles cannot be stored in driveways. 

 

 Fences deteriorating or falling 
 

 Inoperable motor vehicle stored on an adjacent 
public right of way or in a driveway 

 

 Number of people living in a residence 
 

Please look over all the common city code violations at:  
http://www.austintexas.gov/page/common-code-violations to 
be sure you are in compliance with city law.  
 

Information also available at 
http://www.westcreekna.org/our-neighborhood/code-
restrictions/ 
 

Ball Moss and Mistletoe 
Ball moss and mistletoe are common up in the 
canopy here in Westcreek.  
 

Ball moss (kind of like a ball admittedly, but a flowering 
plant and certainly not a moss) intrigues newcomers. It is 
in the pineapple family and in the same genus as the 
wispier Spanish moss.  It is an "air plant" - an epiphyte - 
growing on another plant for support only. Found mostly 
on live oaks, occasionally they're seen clinging to high 
wires.  
 
 
 

Mistletoe is in part parasitic - still green, but 
growing into a host tree as well.  Around here 
they are most visible in the winter on hackberries 
and elms. 
 

For good reading about both of these Westcreek 
natives, try Turner's book "Remarkable Plants of 
Texas".  
 

 

Ball moss is not 
parasitic, but is 
unsightly. It can 
also shade out 
healthy branches  

A heavy infesta-
tion of Mistletoe 
can damage or 
even kill trees  

CodeNEXT continued from p.2 

Whatever your current views are, you still have time to learn more about the Draft 3 proposal and provide input into 
the process. The Official CodeNEXT page on the City of Austin website includes the Draft 3 Text and Interactive 
maps, a condensed guide to the proposed zoning changes, FAQs and other informative links, as well as opportunities 
to comment online. 
 

[Links included in this article include: WNA online: www.westcreekna.org, Community Not Commodity: 
www.communitynotcommodity.com; and Official CodeNEXT page: www.austintexas.gov/codenext]  
 

http://www.austintexas.gov/department/homeowner-assistance
http://www.austintexas.gov/department/code-compliance
http://www.austintexas.gov/department/code-compliance
http://austin-p1csrprodcwi.motorolasolutions.com/Home.mvc/Index
http://austin-p1csrprodcwi.motorolasolutions.com/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.austintexas.gov/page/common-code-violations
http://www.westcreekna.org/our-neighborhood/code-restrictions/
http://www.westcreekna.org/our-neighborhood/code-restrictions/
https://www.austintexas.gov/codenext
http://www.westcreekna.org/
http://www.communitynotcommodity.com/
http://www.austintexas.gov/codenext
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WESTCREEK NEIGHBORHOOD 

ASSOCIATION 
 

 

CONNECT WITH THE WNA 
 

 Email List/ListServe 

 NextDoor 

 email: board@westcreekna.org 

 website: www.westcreekna.org 

 facebook: 

www.facebook.com/WestcreekNA 

THANK YOU TO OUR 

VOLUNTEERS 
 
 

Newsletter Publisher: 
Katy Roper 
 

Newsletter Distributers 
 

Greenway/Trailhead  
 Volunteers 
 

Neighborhood Watch 
 Committee Members 
Welcoming Committee  
 Members 
Yard of the Month Committee 
 Members 

 

  

Membership Fee* is only $20/year (January – December) 
Join now for 2018 

*The WNA is a non-profit association.  
Check with a Tax Accountant to find out if fee is tax deductible 

 Pay online with PayPal     OR 

 Make checks payable to Westcreek Neighborhood Association & send with this form to  
Westcreek Neighborhood Association, P.O. Box 91373, Austin, TX 78709-1373 

———————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 
 
Name(s) ___________________________________________Westcreek Street Address___________________________________ 

Alternate mailing address ________________________________________Home Phone __________________________________ 

Mobile Phone __________________**Email 

Address(es)____________________________________________________________ 

**Please provide your email(s) - helps us keep costs low for communicating special notices & newsletters with you.  Your 

information is confidential & will not be shared.   

Have any concerns or questions? Please email the board at board@westcreekna.org  2018 app (11/14/17) 
 
 

WNA Membership continued from p. 1 

It is important to note that Westcreek is not an HOA and there are no 
required fees or dues. Association membership is strictly voluntary and 
the organization operates through the leadership of an all-volunteer, 
Executive Committee whose members strive to make our neighborhood a 
cohesive, safe and welcoming place to live.  

While Westcreek does not have amenities such as a neighborhood club 
house or swimming pool, we all know that it offers a unique and diverse 
community with excellent schools, increasingly strong real estate values 
and the convenience of nearby amenities.  

The WNA provides a venue for residents to join with a contribution of $20 
for the entire year and those dues go towards a wide array of initiatives 
and activities to make the neighborhood an even better place to live. 
When you consider that HOA dues range from $30-150 per month, the 
WNA offers a true bargain. No matter your preferences for how actively 
you participate, you can rest assured that your dues will be spent in ways 
that benefit all Westcreek residents.  

While we do not hold a lot of meetings, we do want to hear from you! If 
you have questions or suggestions, please communicate with one of the 
Board members you may know or email us at board@westcreekna.org. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit www.westcreekna.org or mail the coupon below and Join Today! 
 

Join the WNA Today 

The WNA Board works hard to provide 
Westcreek with as many benefits as 

possible without incurring costs. 
 

Your $20 dues go a long way to 
help with benefits that do cost & 
will help keep the WNA going for 

years to come! 
  

http://www.westcreekna.org/the-association/list-serve/
https://westcreekaustin.nextdoor.com/login/
mailto:board@westcreekna.org
http://www.westcreekna.org/
http://www.facebook.com/WestcreekNA
https://www.paypal.com/us/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_flow&SESSION=Rh5v32Ed8Pc3_aN7zFy1m3nzTBRmBZ40r6SQfx3HwooCB6rmcQYlA83Wgzm&dispatch=50a222a57771920b6a3d7b606239e4d529b525e0b7e69bf0224adecfb0124e9b61f737ba21b081988ee87121ca8032a43984da2b890102b1
mailto:board@westcreekna.org
mailto:board@westcreekna.org
http://www.westcreekna.org/
http://www.westcreekna.org/the-association/join-the-wna/

