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THANK YOU TO OUR 
WONDERFUL SPONSORS 

AND PARTNERS: 
 

 

LEAF Landscape Supply 

Klingemann Auto 

D’Lites Ice Cream Shop 

Ranger Press 

Double Dave’s 
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WNA Annual Meeting: 
 

 

With the new year coming up, it’s time for all of us to renew our annual 
WNA memberships.  Just $20, what a bargain!  Clip the coupon in this 
newsletter and mail it in with a check, or pay online at 
http://www.westcreekna.org/the-association/join-the-wna/, or come to 
the annual meeting and pay in person by credit card or check. 
 

Why join?  What does WNA do for us?  Well, first, what it does not 
do?  WNA is a neighborhood association, not a homeowners’ 
association.  It does not charge mandatory dues or assessments.  It 
does not tell you what color paint is not allowed, or restrict your 
decorations in any way.  It’s not here to mess with you.  It’s only here 
to promote safety and a sense of community, advocate for and lead 
improvements to public spaces in the neighborhood, and to work with 
the City, other local agencies, and other community groups. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WNA Annual Membership Meeting 
 

January is always the month for WNA’s annual membership meeting, and Saturday, January 
12, is our date.  But we have a new location.  We wish to thank the Shepherd of the Hills 
Presbyterian Church for the many years they have hosted us, but the meeting space we have 
used is being renovated and will not available.  This year we will meet at the new Residence 
Inn on the Westbound frontage road of Highway 290 at the intersection Old 
Fredericksburg Road, across the highway from the Post Office.  You’ve driven past that 
spot for years, and seen the new construction this past year, but have probably never set foot in 
it, since you live in Westcreek and don’t need a motel here.  This is your chance to check it out 
and see if it’s a place which might be good for your out-of-town visitors! 
 

We will gather at 11:00 AM, with pizza and other refreshments provided by some of our favorite 
local sponsors.  The business meeting will convene at noon.  More on the program and 
speakers to follow on Nextdoor and via email.  The address is 6000 US Hwy 290 W, 78735. 
 

WNA Executive Committee Elections 
 

The Westcreek Neighborhood Association is led by an Executive Committee which includes 
elected members, serving staggered two year terms.  The current members are 
 
President  Chuck McClenon term expires January 2019 
Vice President  Mindy Sutton  term expires January 2020 
Secretary  Ryan Kelly  term expires January 2019 
Treasurer  Rita Berry  term expires January 2020 
At Large #1  John Mendenhall term expires January 2019 
At Large #2  (currently vacant) term expires January 2019 
At Large #3  Barb Huffman  term expires January 2020 
At Large #4   Sarah Tanner  term expires January 2020. 
Webmaster  Michael Sarahan (board member by appointment) 
 

                    See WNA Elections cont page 6 
 

See page 6 for committee and volunteer opportunities 

 
______________________ 

January 12, 2019 

Saturday, 11:00 AM 

PM 

 
 

Find out what the Westcreek Neighborhood Association does for you Page 5. 

MEMBERSHIP 

CAMPAIGN 2019 

http://www.leaflandscapesupply.com/
http://www.klingemanncarcare.com/
http://dlitesaustin.com/
http://www.rangerpress.org/about-us.html
http://www.doubledaves.com/pizza/austin-william-cannon/pizzaworks.php
http://www.doubledaves.com/pizza/austin-william-cannon/pizzaworks.php
http://westcreekna.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=e07350e0fb29ff81fd364c365&id=7023c1c809&e=c1ba8d8773
http://westcreekna.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=e07350e0fb29ff81fd364c365&id=7023c1c809&e=c1ba8d8773
http://www.westcreekna.org/the-association/join-the-wna/
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Austin Proposed Flood Plain update:   

What To Know and How It MAY Affect Westcreek 

 

 

Have you heard of Atlas 14? It’s not a secret society or covert government organization.  It’s much more mundane, 
but also more important! The National Weather Service recently completed a major rainfall study, titled Atlas 14, that 
shows Central Texas is more likely to experience major storms than previously estimated. This also means flooding 
could be more frequent and more severe, so now the City of Austin is debating a major change to the current 
floodplain maps. The City bases floodplain regulations (see http://austintexas.gov/page/floodplain-development-
information ) on the current 100-year flood maps.  

City leaders are proposing to use the 500-year floodplain map, which matches more closely with the new rainfall 
predictions, as the new guidelines for regulation until new maps can be drawn. This means more homes will be 
included in the regulated floodplain, including here in Westcreek. We’ll see more restrictions to our properties for 
development, expansion, and remodeling. If you would like to visit with city leaders about this proposal, public 
hearings will be scheduled in November and December. For more information, visit http://austintexas.gov/atlas14. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Many of us are dreaming of the days with the 
blazing internet speed Google Fiber says it will bring 
to our neighborhood. They have excited us with the 
prospects but now we are all left wondering, “When 
will it arrive?”  
 

During a phone call on Friday, October 19, the 
Google Fiber Community Impact Manager, Daniel 
Lucio, was asked for an update for Westcreek. He 
stated, “The update is that there is no update. Your 
neighborhood is currently at the top of my list, but I 
do not have a timeline.” He repeated a variation of 
his answer after a few follow up questions.  
Unfortunately, he also said there’s nothing we can 
do on our end to help speed things along. 
 

Let’s hope that the internet speed of Google Fiber is 
faster than their arrival to our gem of a 
neighborhood. 
 

FIBER 

UPDATE 
 

 

 

Oak Hill Parkway Update 
 
After decades of waiting for a traffic solution at the “Y” in Oak 
Hill, the Texas Transportation Commission has approved 
funding for the Oak Hill Parkway with construction estimated 
to begin in 2020. The $440 million non-tolled roadway will 
feature three highway lanes in each direction along 290, as 
well as three frontage lanes. Flyovers will be built at the 
Highway 71 and 290 interchange with the main lanes of 
Highway 290 depressed under Highway 71.  
 

You can learn more and watch a 3-D animation of the project 
at http://www.oakhillparkway.com. 
 

 

http://austintexas.gov/page/floodplain-development-information
http://austintexas.gov/page/floodplain-development-information
http://austintexas.gov/atlas14
http://www.oakhillparkway.com/
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assisting you in determining your project needs.  Note: The 
DAC office hours are M-F, 8-3 pm.  They do take walk-ins, 
but it is recommended that you call to set up an appointment 
- (512) 978-4000. 
 

Step 3:  Once you have a building plan, you’ll need to 
submit your plan to the Building Plan Review Division - 2nd 
floor of the Development Services Department. They offer 
residential services such as new construction, remodels, 
additions, demolitions and change of use. Submittal 
requirements are outlined in the “Forms and Applications 
section online here http://austintexas.gov/page/residential-
building-review.  Important tips for this step: 
 

1. They have limited office hours: MWF, 8-12 pm. 
2. They offer FREE 20-minute walk-in consultations, 

which are available during limited hours. 
3. Consultations are available for preliminary plan 

reviews, interpretations, or detailed project 
questions.  
 

Step 4:  Obtain your permits.  After your Building Plan 
Application has been reviewed and approved, you may 
either request and pay for your permit(s) online, or visit the 
Service Center (1st floor of the DAC).  
 

Step 5:  Inspections. As each stage of construction is 
completed, call to request the appropriate inspection.  Your 
contractor(s) can also guide you with this step.   
 

Here are some helpful websites to visit if you have questions 
regarding any future remodeling or construction. 
 

www.austintexas.gov/dsdtools 
www.developmentatx.com 
http://austintexas.gov/department/resources-homeowners  
  

As always, you can contact us, the Westcreek Neighborhood 
Association board with questions about construction or 
remodeling needs, board@westcreekna.org 
 
  

As homeowners, there are times when we find it 
necessary to repair or update structures and/or rooms 
in and around our homes. Sometimes it’s structurally 
necessary, but other times it’s simply because of 
aesthetics.  Although many of us would like to snap our 
fingers or use a magic wand to complete our projects 
instantaneously, it’s not quite that easy.  
 

There are, however, a few simple steps you can take to 
ensure that your home project is done correctly and 
efficiently.  If you are thinking of renovating your home 
in order to better meet your family’s needs, here are 
some suggestions of how you can start that process. 
 

Step 1: Find a contractor.  Of course, you aren’t 
REQUIRED to hire a contractor.  You are welcome to 
complete your projects on your own, but he cost of a 
contractor can buy you time and peace of mind.   
 

The process of finding a contractor isn’t as daunting as 
it seems - talk with your friends and neighbors and ask 
for referrals.  You can also ask your insurance com-
pany for recommendations.  Use the Nextdoor app to 
ask your local neighbors and to find people that have 
been recommended.  If you can, interview at least three 
different contractors/companies and check for 
credentials.  Once you’ve decided on who you’d like to 
work with, you can start discussing a vision and plan for 
your home renovations. 
 

Step 2:  When you have an idea of what you would like 
to do to your home, contact the City of Austin’s 
Development Assistance Center (DAC).  This office is 
on the first floor of the City of Austin: Planning and 
Development building - 505 Barton Springs Rd #175, 
Austin, TX 78704. Staff is present to help you answer 
questions and get you started with your project by  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Renovation and Construction Guide for Westcreek 

Homeowners 

It’s My Park Day:  Williamson Creek Clean up 

 
 

11/3/18 Julie Podbielski organized a group of volunteers from SW Austin to clean up the Austin City Park area around  
Williamson Creek passing through Westcreek.  An amazing collection of trash was collected after the big rains. 

 

http://austintexas.gov/page/residential-building-review
http://austintexas.gov/page/residential-building-review
http://www.austintexas.gov/dsdtools
http://www.developmentatx.com/
http://austintexas.gov/department/resources-homeowners
mailto:board@westcreekna.org
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Congratulations to our most recent winners!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Yard of the Month (YOM) 

April 2018 

Awarded to Adrian and Judy Manion at 6402 Fair 
Valley. Colorful Crepe Myrtles and an old wooden 
cart filled with spring blooming annuals and two 
inviting Adirondack chairs make this neatly 
manicured yard a welcoming space! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

July 2018  
Congratulations go out to Gail & Barry McAtee at 
6315 Steer Trail for their lovely yard. Among the 
plants in the yard are Japanese Boxwoods, large 
Swordfern, Nandinas, & two large Pine Trees! 

The Westcreek Neighborhood Association Yard of the Month 
program has existed for over 20 years and recognizes notable 
landscaping efforts by our members and to promote the use of 
drought-tolerant and attractive landscaping solutions.  
 

The program is supported by 3 generous, local business 
sponsors who provide gift cards to each monthly winner 
valued at $100.00. Many thanks to our YOM business 
sponsors: Leaf Landscape ($50), Klingemann’s Automotive 
free oil change ($35.00), and D’Lites Ice Cream ($15).   

We appreciate their continued support of our neighborhood! 
 

The next YOM award will be in December for the member with 
the most impressive Holiday Lighting & Decorations. Winners of 
the YOM award must be members of the WNA and must meet a 
condition of having garbage or recycling bins obscured or screened 
from street viewing. Dues are just $20 for the year and your 
membership demonstrates your support for the neighborhood 
improvement activities and work of the all-volunteer WNA Executive 
Committee. 

 

 

 

See more information on winners and 

their yards on www.westcreekna.org  

May/June 2018  

Awarded to Supna Mulki at 6005 Sun Vista. 
Colorful Crepe Myrtles, Mimosas, and Firecracker 
plants enhance the stately Century plant that was 
proudly blooming! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

October 2018 

Congratulations to Ben and Carol Coughran at 
6206 Myra Ct. The yard is colorful almost all 
year with blooming Lavender, plumbagos, 
Crepe Myrtles, & Pride of Barbados and more!  

 

 

http://www.westcreekna.org/
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Membership is not mandatory, so why should you pay $20?  
We’re like the public radio station, we’re here whether you 
contribute or not, but wouldn’t you like to say that you are a 
proud member of the Westcreek Neighborhood Association, 
and applaud the things we do, including: 
 

Traffic and Safety Initiatives:  WNA works with the city on 
traffic concerns, especially speed on the main streets, and 
pedestrian safety around Patton Elementary and the Soccer 
fields.  In the past year, the board has worked with the city to 
obtain new warning signs at the Patton cross walks.  The 
board has also provided feedback to the city regarding the 
re-striping on Brush Country Road in a manner intended to 
slow traffic and protect cyclists. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Greenway, trail and park development:  The Greenway 
trail between the end of Brush Country, the end of 
Westcreek Drive beyond Patton, and the Small school fields, 
has been official for a couple of years, and WNA holds 
workdays periodically to maintain the trail, and clear poison 
ivy and invasive species such as Ligustrum, as well as 
ancient barbed wire.  The city is very close to approving a 
plan for the creekbed crossing at the Summerset entrance.  
Did you know that “Westcreek” is not an official term in any 
geographical reference, but that the creek which runs to 
Sunset Valley before draining into Williamson Creek, is 
probably what Westcreek refers to? 
 

Mowing and Zoning:   WNA maintains the appearance of 
entryways in the neighborhood.  We pay for the periodic 
mowing of right-of-way on either side of Brush Country 
Road, and the trailhead area across from the end of Brush 
Country.   
 

We also keep our eyes on a couple of problematic 
properties.  The vacant lot at the corner of Old Fredericks-
burg and Westcreek is part of the same parcel as the Bank 
of America. It is set aside by the drainage and impervious 
cover restrictions, so no further development is permitted. 

That leaves little incentive for the landlord (which is not 
the the bank) to maintain the property, so we watch it and 
let the city know when action is required.  In the past 
year, it has been mostly well-kept.  
 

We have also long kept our eyes on the vacant lot on Hill 
Forest, and in the past the WNA has worked hard to 
prevent dense rezoning for condominiums, while the land 
has changed hands several times among speculators.  
This past spring and summer the property was overgrown 
for many months even after the city posted notices 
demanding attention.  That was eventually resolved, but 
we continue to watch and coordinate with the city to 
prevent dangerous conditions. 
 

The Westcreek website: We maintain a website at 
http://www.westcreekna.org/ with what we hope is useful 
information on events, local recommendations, and 
information about life in our area. 
 

Yard of the Month: Thanks to our generous sponsors, 
Klingemann car care center, Leaf landscape supply, and 
D’lites ice cream shop, we are able to periodically award 
gift cards to neighbors who have done nice work 
presenting their homes.  The board has a committee for 
selecting the winners, but only WNA members are eligible 
to win.  Please join, so we can award your hard work! 
 

Family Activities:  We hold our annual Picnic each 
Spring at Dick Nichols Park, and every fall we support 
National Neighborhood Night Out, sponsoring any 
household holding a gathering.    This fall, we had four 
official gatherings.  Thanks to those who hosted!  We will 
do it again this next year!  This year we also had the 
“Second Annual” Fourth of July parade, with hundreds of 
children and adults walking the circuit through the 
neighborhood. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We hope you appreciate the work that the board puts into 
Westcreek enough to merit membership.  We’ll keep 
working to improve our special spot in Austin, and we 
hope to see you out in the neighborhood! 
 

 

 

 

 

Join the WNA Today 

The WNA Board works hard to provide 
Westcreek with as many benefits as 

possible without incurring costs. 
 

Your $20 dues go a long way to help 
with benefits that do cost & will help 

keep the WNA going for years to 
come! 

 
Visit www.westcreekna.org or check 
the back page of this newsletter and 

Join Today! 

 

What the Westcreek Neighborhood Association Does for You 

http://www.westcreekna.org/
http://www.westcreekna.org/the-association/join-the-wna/
http://www.westcreekna.org/
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WESTCREEK 

NEIGHBORHOOD 

ASSOCIATION 
 

 

CONNECT WITH THE WNA 
 

 Email List/ListServe 

 NextDoor 

 email: board@westcreekna.org 

 website: www.westcreekna.org 

 facebook: 

www.facebook.com/WestcreekNA 

THANK YOU TO OUR 

VOLUNTEERS 
 
 

Newsletter Publisher: 
Katy Roper 

 

Newsletter Distributers 
 

Greenway/Trailhead Volunteers 
 

Neighborhood Watch 
         Committee Members 
Welcoming Committee  
 Members 
Yard of the Month Committee 
 Members 
 
 

 

Committee selects YOMs and maintains 
relationships with four fantastic 
sponsors and collects sponsorship gift 
cards once annually in February-March.  
 

Welcoming Committee: This 
committee, chaired by Mindy Sutton 
ensures a welcoming outreach to new 
Westcreek residents. Committee 
Contact: Mindy Sutton; 
cyminda@gmail.com  
 

Newsletter Publisher: Katy Roper has 
been our publisher for several years. In 
addition to his duties as Webmaster, 
Michael Sarahan has graciously 
volunteered as editor. Assistance writing 
articles would be great. 
 

Picnic Organization Volunteers: 
Mindy Sutton, the coordinator of this 
event could always use several 
volunteers. 
 

Newsletter Distribution Volunteers: 
Rita Berry organizes the distribution of 
newsletters to our more than 700 homes 
twice a year. 
 

The work of the WNA Executive Committee 
is supported by 4 committees who work on 
an ad hoc basis to sustain programs and 
projects. And we can always benefit from 
individual volunteer efforts. 
 

We are in need now of someone to 
volunteer to serve on the Executive 
Committee in the At Large Position 2.  If 
anyone is interested in heading up a 
Neighborhood Watch/Safety committee, 
that is a committee that has lapsed and 
we are hoping to have a reboot in 2019. 
 

Here is is list of Committees and voluntary 
roles for anyone looking to contribute in any 
way, large and small.  If interested, please 
email board@westcreekna.org  
 

Greenway Committee: This is an active 
committee chaired by Jennifer Voss 
supporting the development of the 
Greenway and working directly with the 
City of Austin Neighborhood Partnering 
Program (NPP).  
 

Yard of the Month (YOM) Committee: 
Chaired by Barb Huffman, this 

 

Membership Fee* is only $20/year (January – December) 
Join now for 2019 

*The WNA is a non-profit association. 
Check with a Tax Accountant to find out if fee is tax deductible 

 Pay online with PayPal     OR 
 Make checks payable to Westcreek Neighborhood Association & send with this form to  

Westcreek Neighborhood Association, P.O. Box 91373, Austin, TX 78709-1373 
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 
 
Name(s)____________________________________Westcreek Street Address___________________________________ 
 
Alternate mailing address ________________________________________Home Phone ___________________________ 
 
Mobile Phone __________________**Email Address(es)_____________________________________________________ 
**Please provide your email(s) - helps us keep costs low for communicating special notices & newsletters with you.  Your 
information is confidential & will not be shared.   
 

Have any concerns or questions? Please email the board at board@westcreekna.org  2019 app (11/14/17) 
 

In September, Karen Sperry, who had been our Vice President, resigned in order to focus more on the health issues in her 
family.  Mindy Sutton stepped up from the At-Large #2 position to succeed Karen as VP.  The board wishes to express its 
appreciation to Karen for her many years of service. 
 

We are always looking for new volunteers to serve on the board.  Chuck McClenon, after four years on the board and 
two as President, will retire following our annual meeting.  The board is nominating Mindy Sutton as the next president, and 
Ryan Kelly to step to be Vice President.  We believe we have a new recruit to join the board and serve as Secretary; that 
name will be in email once it’s fully confirmed.   That leaves us with at least one unfilled position for which we are asking 
YOU if you are interested in serving.  If you are so inclined, please contact Mindy or any other board member. You can 
email all of us at once by sending mail to board@westcreekna.org 
 

WNA Executive Committee Elections 

cont. 
 

Committee & Volunteer Opportunities 
Opportunities 

 

http://www.westcreekna.org/the-association/list-serve/
https://westcreekaustin.nextdoor.com/login/
mailto:board@westcreekna.org
http://www.westcreekna.org/
http://www.facebook.com/WestcreekNA
mailto:cyminda@gmail.com
mailto:board@westcreekna.org
https://www.paypal.com/us/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_flow&SESSION=Rh5v32Ed8Pc3_aN7zFy1m3nzTBRmBZ40r6SQfx3HwooCB6rmcQYlA83Wgzm&dispatch=50a222a57771920b6a3d7b606239e4d529b525e0b7e69bf0224adecfb0124e9b61f737ba21b081988ee87121ca8032a43984da2b890102b1
mailto:board@westcreekna.org
mailto:board@westcreekna.org

