
WNA Meeting Minutes 
August 30, 2010
6304 Sanderson (home of Barbara Huffman)

In attendance:  Chris Schexnayder, Gary Buvenick, Chris Morris, Barbara Huffman,  and Trudy Hasan.

1. There was no Treasurer's Report this month. 

2. The July 26, 2010 minutes were approved as amended.  

3. Safe Route to School.  Chris S. met with Annick and Chad with the City and with Rick of 
OHTA last Monday to discuss the Safe Route trail.  Chad has proposed that the trail location be 
moved from under the power lines to where the nature trail is, citing the delay it would take to 
obtain right-of-way from AISD.  The Board discussed the following observations/concerns:
1. Children will most likely take the shorter, more direct, route from Brush Country to their 

schools (i.e., the power line route).
2. There will be some interface between the City and AISD regardless of the amount of right-

of-way the City needs for the paved trail.  
3. The power line trail has better visibility and is inherently “safer” than the nature trail.
4. Paving the nature trail will involve cutting a significant swath on either side of the 8-foot 

trail, damaging more trees than clearing the brush through the power line route.
5. Is concrete required?  Can we used crushed granite?  Likely too expensive and a long-term 

maintenance problem.
6. Having both the nice nature trail and the paved trail satisfies walkers and bikers/strollers. 
7. Chad suggested that the entrance at Brush Country just follow the ditch down and up – this 

will make the trail unusable during wet times of the year and will require more maintenance 
to clear the trail of mud and debris.  A culvert/bridge is necessary at the ditch.

8. Have there been engineering studies of which is the better route?  It seems that the City has 
changed the location after seeing what a nice job the Scouts did to clear the trail.  If it truly 
makes better engineering sense to change the location, then the City should explain 
how/why to us. 

Chris S. made a motion that 1) WNA support the Safe Route that follows the original plan under 
the power line and 2) that a culvert be installed for permanent entrance to the trail at Brush 
Country.  Gary seconded the motion and it was approved unanimously (5 votes).  

4. Neighborhood Enhancement Committee: discussed new draft of the ordinance letter.  Still needs 
some tweaks which Barb will work on.  

5. Brush Country mowing:  a draft letter has been prepared to send to those homeowners/tenants 
who back up to Brush Country to inform them of their mowing responsibility.  There was 
discussion of who should receive the letter .  Barb will make revisions for Board approval.

6. Permanent Oak Wilt Signs: discuss details next month.

7. Fall Picnic: lots of work needed to plan for this picnic and we have no volunteers outside of the 
Board yet.  Randall's has not agreed to donate food/drinks – Chris S. will draft a letter to send to 
their corporate office re: continued neighborhood support.  Tasks were divvied out among the 
Board members.  Our theme this year will be more Fall oriented than Halloween oriented. 
      



8. Fence Bids/Illuminating Westcreek Sign – discuss next month.

9. Wildlife Austin – only four properties have certified so far, but there's more interest now.  A 
butterfly garden will be built at Patton as our community project.  Jodi Strothers with Patton 
PTA is assisting with this project.  We will use Emerald Gardens as much as possible for 
landscaping materials and plants.  

10. The next meeting will be Monday September 20th at 7pm at Gary's house. 

Meeting Adjourned ~9:30 pm


