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In the Fall of 2010, Westcreek Neighborhood Association and Patton 
PTA volunteers worked together to build a butterfly garden at Patton 
Elementary.  The garden is located on the east side of the school, facing 
the playground area. The location for the garden was selected for 
several reasons: it faces east, getting nice morning sun instead of brutal 
afternoon sun; there were water valves nearby and existing benches; 
and it could be integrated with the existing "Memory Garden" alcove.   

Here is what the garden area looked like before we got started: 

With permission from Principal Alan Stevens, our garden plans began 
to take shape!  
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A local construction crew generously donated their time and equipment 
to excavate a 10-foot wide by 80-foot long section of bermuda grass, 
scraping it down about six to eight inches to help remove the grass 
roots.  
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We excavated holes for two trees (a Texas persimmon and a Texas 
kidneywood), then laid down a layer of weed-block fabric, a layer of 
compost, and 12 yards of "sandy loam".  
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Several Patton parents, students, and other neighbors provided 
invaluable help with the shoveling and planting on that very long day 
in October! 

Because the soil that we ordered ended up being more sandy than 
expected, we mixed in a lot more high-quality compost a few days later 
and then topped it all off with a thick mulch and compost blend.  
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We also weeded and trimmed the Memory Garden and added several 
shade-loving native plants to it.  
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One student even brought some worms to add to the soil! 

The native plants were purchased at locally-owned nurseries and many 
were donated by Westcreek/Patton families.  Some of the plants in our 
garden are: autumn sage, lantana, verbena, milkweed, yellow bells, 
blue and white mistflower, lyre-leaf sage, pigeonberry, yellow 
columbine, rue, dill, crossvine, and several others. 
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These native plants will attract caterpillars, butterflies, hummingbirds, 
and other important pollinators.  In fact, this hungry Tiger Moth 
caterpillar quickly found our garden! 
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A  new pedestal birdbath, along with a couple of shallow water saucers 
on the ground, will provide a constant source of water for wildlife.  

The school grounds at Patton Elementary provide the four basic 
requirements of a wildlife habitat: food, water, protective cover, and a 
place to raise young. Patton Elementary is now a National Wildlife 
Federation Certified Wildlife Habitat!
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Several businesses donated services or provided significant discounts to 
help us with the garden:

PCW Construction, Inc.
The Natural Gardener
Emerald Gardens
The Wildflower Center

Special thanks to Gary Bunevick for arranging for the construction 
crew, to Melody Putnam for help with the garden design, to The 
Eathornes for donation of the Texas persimmon, and to Gregg Sporar & 
Kelley Cunny for donation of the Certified Wildlife Habitat sign.  

We hope that you will enjoy the garden for many years to come! 

     Trudy Hasan
     Westcreek Neighborhood Association
        
      and

     Jodis Strother-Kyler
     Patton PTA
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