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The Westcreek Neighborhood 
Association held the annual meeting at 
the Will Hampton Library January 23, 
2013.  The meeting was well attended 
and a lot of interest was shown in many 
issues that affect the neighborhood, 
especially traffic control along Brush 
Country, Summerset and Westcreek Dr. 
 

New Board Members, Lee Pepe - 
Secretary, and Kay Hart - VP, and 
returning Board members: Jennifer Voss 
- President; John Mendenhall - Member 
at Large; and Karen Sperry - Member at 
Large were elected by acclamation.  All 
recommended bylaw changes also 
passed without dissent. 
 

Officer Jeffrey Binder, a 14-year 
veteran of APD who is our new APD 
District Representative, spoke about 
Code Compliance and accessing 
services from 311. He provided copies of 
the 2013 APD Resource Manual, (Call 
974-4700 for a copy), and the Code 
Compliance Manual, 
http://austintexas.gov/department/code-
compliance.   
 

Officer Binder can be reached at 512-
974-4415 or at 
jeffrey.binder@austintexas.gov.  
  
 

     
 

    Officer Jeffrey Binder at the WNA Annual 
     meeting.   

Annual WNA Meeting Held 

 The second speaker was Mr. Chris Charles 
of Austin Water. He discussed drought 
expectations for 2013 and the different 
watering rules for Stage 2 (current) and 
Stage 3. He informed attendees that the City 
will start adding watering penalties directly to 
the utility bill, with photos of the violation. 
 

Information about watering schedules, 
residential rebates for water saving 
improvements and watering variances is 
available at www.waterwiseaustin.org.   
 

          
 

            Chris Charles from Austin Water 
 

Chris brought several brochures from Grow 
Green - and this material is available for free 
at their office. He answered questions about 
tree care during drought, emphasizing the 
importance of using a soaker hose once a 
week around the drip line. Chris can be 
reached at 512-974-2199. 
 

Board President Voss solicited input from 
attendees regarding speed abatement and 
ideas for projects that members would like to 
see the Board undertake.   
 

Minutes are posted on the WNA website. 
 

If you have pictures or memories of 
Westcreek’s history, please contact 
the Board.  We are interested in 
developing a page on the website 
showing Westcreek through the 
years 

http://austintexas.gov/department/code-compliance.
http://austintexas.gov/department/code-compliance.
mailto:jeffrey.binder@austintexas.gov
file:///C:/Users/Katy2/Documents/WNA/Newsletter/Winter%202012-2013/www.waterwiseaustin.org
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Are you interested in 
helping out with this 
project?  If so, please 
contact the Jennifer 
Voss  
 

(board@westcreekna.org).

   
 

 
Girl Scouts Asia Knowles (left) 

and Taea Smith (right) 

 

As WNA volunteers work on 

projects such as Trailhead 

beautification with native and 

drought tolerant plants, left, 

they are also learning about 

smart gardening. 

The WNA Newsletter will be 

sharing information about 

invasive plants and how to 

avoid and safely eradicate, 

as well as highlighting the 

best plants for our area.   

Interesting plants you will 

see growing wild will also be 

featured in future issues. 

New Feature:          The Green Margin 

 

Girl Scouts Troop 2196 
recently contacted the 
WNA board seeking 
assistance with the troop’s 
Silver Award Project 
named, "Traffic Flow In 
Westcreek Subdivision".  
 

The troop recognizes that 
the Westcreek and Old 
Fredricksburg intersection 
is ill-equipped and 
dangerous considering the 
amount of pedestrian use 
in and around that area 
(Patton Elementary, a 
day-care, Small Middle 
School, and Lone Star 

Girl Scouts addressing Westcreek traffic issues 

 

 

We are excited to announce the launch of 
Westcreek Neighborhood Association's Facebook 
page.  This is a great source of information for all 
WNA-related activities. You will find details about 
our upcoming events, neighborhood 
announcements and photographs of Westcreek. 
 

In addition to the Yahoo! email group, this is 

Westcreek Neighborhood Association Now on Facebook 

 

 

 
Ball moss and mistletoe are 
common up in the 
canopy here in Westcreek.  
 

Ball moss (kind of like a ball 
admittedly, but a flowering 
plant and certainly not a 
moss) intrigues newcomers. It 
is in the pineapple family and 
in the same genus as the 
wispier Spanish moss.  It is an 
"air plant" - an epiphyte - 
growing on another plant for 
support only. Found mostly on 
live oaks, occasionally they're 
seen clinging to high wires.  
 

Mistletoe is in part parasitic - 
still green, but growing into a 
host tree as well.  Around 

here they are most visible in 
the winter on hackberries 
and elms.   
 

For good reading about both 
of these Westcreek natives, 
try Turner's book 
"Remarkable Plants of 
Texas".  
 

 

Ball Moss 

 

soccer fields). The troop is 
focusing on issues, which 
affect neighborhood youth 
and adults, and they plan 
to seek remedies by going 
through local government 
channels and processes 
(city and school 
district).  The focus will be 
on the Fredericksburg 
Road and Westcreek 
intersection and will 
include efforts 
seeking:  additional stop 
signs, flashing ‘Yield to 
Pedestrian’ signs/lights, 
traffic calming measures 
to help control traffic, 

maintaining crossing 
guards during school 
hours, and preventing 
parking at the corners of 
the intersection. 
  

Traffic issues were, in fact, 
the number one concern of 
the Westcreek residents 
who attended January’s 
annual neighborhood-wide 
meeting.  WNA President, 
Jennifer Voss, has agreed 
to serve as an assistant 
adviser to the troop and 
their leader, Westcreek 
resident, Phyllis Smith. 
_____________________ 
  

. 

another forum where you can leave your 
comments or read what other   
Westcreekers have to say about our 
neighborhood and our activities.   
 
We invite you to take a look at (and "Like") 
the site at www.facebook.com/WestcreekNA  

      

 
David Hasan, Barbara 

Huffman, John M 
Mendenhall, planting and 
beautifying the Trailhead 

 
 

mailto:board@westcreekna.org
http://www.facebook.com/WestcreekNA
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Summerset:  
 

The WNA Board and a fellow neighbor 
applied through the City of Austin’s recently 
revamped Local Area Traffic Management 
speed calming program to address speed 
issues on Summerset Trail.   
 

Summerset was approved for a speed 
study but the WNA Board recently 
appealed the first location they tested. The 
results of the study were likely skewed due 
to the morning traffic back up (Summerset 
turning right – north – on Hill Forest).  Even 
with the traffic backup, the study revealed 
most vehicles are driving at least 32 mph 
around Summerset and Sunkist Lane.  This 
is high considering it is such a short stretch 
and the backup traffic would have 
considerably lowered the average speed.  
 

Our appeal was approved and the study will 
be done in a different location on 
Summerset.  If the data collected at the 
new location proves we have speeding 
issues, we will be eligible for speed calming 
measures. If funding is approved, the city 
will propose calming devices (not 
necessarily speed humps/bumps) and 
perhaps lowering the speed limit.   
 

Summerset residents will have an 
opportunity to approve/reject the proposed 

Speeding in our Neighborhood   What is the plan? 

 

            December Yard of the Month:December Yard of the Month:December Yard of the Month:December Yard of the Month:        Holiday DecorationsHoliday DecorationsHoliday DecorationsHoliday Decorations 

 
YOM for December goes to Pat and Jane O'Neil at 4517 Langtry Lane for their holiday 
lighting and animated Santa figures in their yard. The O'Neils have lived in Westcreek on 
Langtry for 23 years. Each year they have been adding to their holiday lighting. 
 
The YOM sign seems to have found its way back to Langtry for the third year in a row! 
2010 saw the award go to the Websters at 4519 and last year to the Lewis family at 4513 
Langtry. Next December take a drive down Langtry... Just across the creek ...turn onto 
Yellow Rose Trail and take the first right...to see the prettiest lit street in our neighborhood!  
 
Honorable mention goes out to 6543 Fair Valley, Christie Gaderson's house at the top of 
Morning Dew, and the two neighboring houses on Summerset at Hill Forest!  
Thanks to everyone who "lit up" this year and added the spirit of the holidays to our 
neighborhood!  
 
The O'Neils received a $50 gift certificate to Emerald Gardens and a free oil change from 
Klingemann's American Car Center. Please thank these sponsors for their generous 
contribution to the YOM for Westcreek when you are patronizing their business!  

calming devices.  Please go to this link 
for more information about the city’s 
program.  
http://austintexas.gov/department/local-
area-traffic-management 
 

You may submit an application for your 
street if you face or have a side facing the 
street.   
 

Let the board know if you have any 
questions. We are happy to give you 
information. 
 

Brush Country:   

In the past, a previous WNA board 
member also applied for Brush Country 
speed calming because his house faced 
it to the side but the street did not qualify 
for a study because the city said it is a 
minor artery.   As a result, we needed 
more houses facing/bordering on that 
street for it to qualify.  
 

The WNA Board has asked what it would 
take to get Brush Country reclassified 
since it is no longer destined to cut 
through to Monterrey Oaks.  The city 
gave us some general information and 
advised that there is a process currently 
taking place to reclassify Austin streets.   
 

The WNA Board is looking for 
someone interested in 
heading up that effort (and 
even forming a committee of 
neighbors to look into this).  
It will take some neighbor 
volunteers to get something like 
this going & to see it through.  If 
you are interested in becoming 
involved please contact: 
board@westcreekna.org. 
_________________________ 
 

Jennifer Voss, Board President 
has been in frequent contact 
with the city requesting signage 
for areas with identified 
speeding problems. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Speeding on 
neighborhood streets 
is frequently cited as 

a top priority 
neighborhood issue 

in Westcreek.  Please 
volunteer with the 

WNA to work with the 
city to address this 

problem. 

The O’Neils with the prize winning 
holiday decorations 
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TSD students preparing 
WNA newsletter for distribution  

As most of you may know, the 6110 Hill Forest 
property has been for sale for many years.  The 
WNA board (current & past) and many neighbors 
have spent countless hours working hard to keep 
this property designated as low-density.   
 

There was a time when our neighborhood faced 
the threat of 3-story complex with up to 21 units 
at this location.  Not only would this have been 
overcrowded with residents and vehicles, it 
would have negatively affected all of our property 
values to have a high density complex in the 
middle of our neighborhood.   
 

Hill Forest Vacant Lot Sold 

 

The Westcreek Neighborhood Association is proud to announce a new community partnership 
with Texas School for the Deaf (TSD) Ranger Press.  TSD was founded in 1856 and is the 
oldest continuously operating public school in Texas.  In 1876 the State Legislature established 
a State Printing Office at the school.  Since then printing has been a favored vocational training 
program for TSD students.  Now the giant presses and bins of typesetting equipment are gone 
and TSD has changed to digital printing along with the rest of the world.   
 

The Fall and Winter WNA newsletters were printed and prepared for distribution by TSD 
students, overseen by Mark Johnston.  This provides expanded training opportunities for the 
students at an economical price for the WNA.  We hope to continue this partnership.  The 
Ranger Press website describes their services and gives contact information.  
http://www.rangerpress.org/  
 

Yard of the Month judging will 
begin next month (April) and will 
be awarded each month through 
September.  Yards with 
recycling and garbage bins 
stored in plain view from the 
street will not be considered for 
Yard of the Month.   
\ 

Many of our residents have 
cleverly created “hiding places” 
for their bins at the side of their 
home as seen in the pictures 
displayed here!  Others choose 
to just keep them behind their 
fence in the back yard or in their 
garage where animals cannot 
get to them.  
 

Community Partnerships:  WNA and TSD Ranger Press 

 

Hide Those Bins 

“The new owner is 

aware of the history 

of this property and 

the efforts we have 

made to keep it low 

density.” 

 
 

 
 

This property has just sold to an individual 
who has reached out to the WNA Board 

and who is interested in working with 
Westcreek to find the best development 
scenario for the property. The new owner 
is aware of the history of this property and 
the efforts we have made to keep it low 
density. The board will be meeting with 
the new owner and we will continue to 
advocate for the neighborhood’s best 
interest. We will keep you posted. 
_________________________________ 

 

  

Please also remember that 
the city code requires that the 
bins be put out at the curb by 
6am on our pick up day 
(Tuesday) and that they be 
taken away from the curb on 
the same pickup day!  Let’s 
all do our share to keep 
Westcreek beautiful! 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Coming Soon: 
737 Area Code 

 

Effective June 1 calls will 
not be completed unless 
the area code is dialed.   
 

The new 737 area code will 
be added to the area 
served by 512.  This is 
known as an area code 
overlay. Our current phone 
numbers will not change 
and local calls with either 
area code will still be 
considered local calls. 
 

Be sure to update your 
Speed Dial and all 
preprogrammed numbers 
to include the area code. 
 

 

 
Coming Soon: 

737 Area Code 

 

Effective June 1 calls will not 

be completed unless the area 

code is dialed.   

 

The new 737 area code will be 

added to the area served by 

512.  This is known as an area 

code overlay. Our current 

phone numbers will not 

change and local calls with 

either area code will still be 

WNA News is going Green! Our summer issue will be electronically distributed. Be sure to sign up 

for our Yahoo! email group to receive the next issue straight to your inbox. 

http://www.rangerpress.org/
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       Trudy Hasan  

Register Cell Phones 
for Reverse 9-1-1 
Warnings 
 

Reverse 9-1-1, or 
the Emergency Notification 
System (ENS), is used in 
emergencies where there is 
a threat to public safety. The 
goal is to provide warnings 
and instructions to those in 
the affected area.  
 

On January 28, 2013, many 
Westcreek residents 
received a reverse 9-1-1 call 
informing them about a 
mentally disturbed man 
running down White Elm. 
The situation was quickly 
resolved and no one was 
hurt, but many residents did 
not receive a call.  
 

The ENS system calls area 
homes and businesses using 
the telephone numbers and 
addresses maintained by the 

Emergency Communication:  How you can make it work 

 

The Westcreek 
Neighborhood Association 
has recently formed a 
Westcreek Neighborhood 
Welcome Committee.  The 
committee is comprised of 
neighborhood volunteers 
whose goal is to warmly 
welcome each new 
household to Westcreek, 
provide them with 
information about the  
neighborhood and deliver 
a welcome packet.  
   

Welcome packets include 

Welcome to Westcreek:  New Committee 

 
 

Westcreek Neighborhood 
Association 

 

email: board@westcreekna.org                  

website: www.westcreekna.org 
facebook page: 

www.facebook.com/WestcreekNA 

 

Newsletter Editor: 
Katy Roper 

Webmaster: 
Robin Mayfield 

Yahoo group moderator: 
Kelly Poore 

9-1-1 system. However, cell 
phones are not automatically 
included in the system and 
with a growing number of 
people choosing not to have 
landlines.  These individuals 
may not receive important 
notifications. 
 

In order to receive calls on a 
cell phone, people must 
register them.  ENS allows cell 
phones to be associated with 
up to five geographical 
locations and if there is an 
emergency in any of those 
areas, they will get a call. 
Registering your cell phone 
only takes a minute and can 
be done at 

http://wireless.capcog.org.   
 

For more information about 
the program visit 
 http://www.capcog.org/divisio
ns/homeland-security/ens/.  

If you call 911, can 
emergency personnel 
find you? 
 

We would also like to point 
out and stress the importance 
of having your house number 
visible from the street.  Home 
address visibility is a must so 
that EMS, the Fire 
Department and Police can 
locate you when it matters 
most.   
 

Additionally, though it seems 
a small thing, painting clear, 
discernible curb numbers 
greatly improves the 
likelihood that emergency 
workers will find you quickly, 
as many times a curb 
address is the first thing seen.  
 

 Please take a moment to 
look at your house from the 
street to determine if it could 
easily be found in an 
emergency.   
 

  

a  welcome letter, WNA 

membership form, a recent 

newsletter, coupons from 

local businesses, and a 

homemade treat.  We are 

seeking friendly folks to 

welcome new homeowners.   

 

We will provide members of 
the volunteer  committee 
with the welcome packet, all 
you have to do is drop it  off 
and say hello. This is a great 
opportunity to meet your 
neighbors, share your love 

for the community, and make 
new friends! 
 

If you are interested in 
getting involved, please 
email us at 
board@westcreekna.org .  
It’s a great way to meet new 
people and show them one 
of the best reasons to live in 
Westcreek - the friendly 
neighbors! 
 

You are Invited to the 
      Welcoming 
 Committee 

 
 
 
 
 

Does your 
house pass the 
emergency 
response test? 

 
 
 

 

The WNA Board would like to extend a very special note of thanks to Trudy Hasan, our outgoing WNA Board 
Secretary. Trudy has served on the board for 4 years & has done (and continues to do) so much for 
Westcreek and the surrounding community.  Aside from keeping track of minutes and helping out with many 
tasks and projects, Trudy’s work has included Patton Elementary’s landscaping program, wildlife habitat 
education, Keep Austin Beautiful projects benefitting Westcreek, Westcreek cleanups, Brush Country trail 
planning, maintenance and improvements, and her recent trailhead beautification efforts.  Trudy, your impact 
on Westcreek is positive and much appreciated. 

 

mailto:board@westcreekna.org
http://www.westcreekna.org/
http://www.facebook.com/WestcreekNA
http://wireless.capcog.org/
http://www.capcog.org/divisions/homeland-security/ens/
http://www.capcog.org/divisions/homeland-security/ens/
mailto:board@westcreekna.org


 

 

 
P.O. Box 91373 

Austin, TX 78709-1373 

http://westcreekna.org/ 
 

JOIN YOUR NEIGHBORS IN THE WESTCREEK NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 
  

Membership Fee* is only $20/year 
*The WNA is a non-profit association. Check with a Tax Accountant to confirm fee is tax deductible 

Pay online at www.westcreekna.org    OR 
 

Make checks payable to Westcreek Neighborhood Association & send with bottom of this form to 
 

Westcreek Neighborhood Association, P.O. Box 91373, Austin, TX 78709-1373 
 

The WNA: 

 Represents Westcreek before City Council on issues affecting Westcreek, is a member of Austin Neighborhood 
Council and Oak Hill Association of Neighborhoods. 

 Advocates for Westcreek’s best interest regarding development and property zoning issues by directly dealing 
with the City of Austin and Council as well as with surrounding landowners. 

 Helps maintain areas within the right of way access. 

 Has coordinated several Keep Austin Beautiful clean ups in Westcreek, along Williamson Creek, in the drainage 
ditch behind homes on Summerset, and near neighborhood entrances. 

 Has, along with the other volunteer groups, cleared the trail at the end of Brush Country and Westcreek Drive 
and added several improvements such as benches and a low water crossing.  

 Has worked with the City of Austin to remove an unsightly barricade at Brush Country and Summerset Trail and 
get a natural fill-in approved. Continues to work towards beautification projects for that area. 

 Takes on special projects to improve the neighborhood (City of Austin’s traffic calming, Patton Elementary 
landscaping, working with Austin Police Department District Representative to get neighborhood patrols, etc.) 

 Awards Yard of the Month during the summer and at Christmas.  Seeks award donations from local merchants. 

 Notifies Westcreek residents and nearby businesses/properties when they are in violation of city ordinances. 

 Maintains a website (www.westcreekna.org) which provides a wealth of information and the ability to pay dues 
on-line. Nearly all the content is generated by board members and the volunteer Webmaster. 

 Established a Yahoo Email Group as a means of communication among Westcreek Residents. 

 Arranges neighborhood-wide garage sales and places ads in local publications. 

 Supports the Neighborhood Watch Program and National Night Out events. 

 And more….. 
 

 

Name(s) _______________________________________ Westcreek StreetAddress________________________________________ 
 

Alternate mailing address _________________________________________________ Home Phone___________________________ 
 

Mobile Phone ______________________**Email Address(es)_________________________________________________________  
 

**Please provide your email(s) - helps us keep costs low for communicating special notices & newsletters with you. Your information 

is    confidential & will not be shared.  
 

Want to join the Westcreek Yahoo Group Email List? Yes, sign me up for _____ Special Notices Only (Board / Important Announcements 

only) ______ Daily Digest (1 email per day max.) or ____________ Individual Emails (get emails as they are posted)  

 
Are you interested in volunteering? Please Circle Your Interest(s) & If You Want to Find Out More 

 

Yard of the Month Committee * Newsletter/ Communication * Special Projects * 
  

WNA Board Member *Welcome Committee * Beautification Committee * 

Westcreek    Neighborhood
A S S O C I A T I O N

http://westcreekna.org/
http://www.westcreekna.org/



