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  Jennifer Voss 
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  Barbara Huffman 

 

 

 

WNA Annual Meeting January 26, 2016 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Visit www.westcreekna.org or check the back page of this newsletter and Join Today! 

Join the WNA Today 

The WNA Board works hard to 
provide Westcreek with as 
many benefits as possible 
without incurring costs. 

 
 

Your $20 dues go a long way 
to help with benefits that do 

cost & will help keep the 
WNA going for years to 

come! 
 

Thank you to all who attended the Westcreek 
Neighborhood Association Annual Meeting.  
There was a great turnout and a lot of valuable 
information was shared. Thank you also to 
Double Dave’s for tons of pizza and to 
Costco for a cake & special offers. 
 

Officer Lauren Taggert and Asst. Div. Mgr. 
Jeffrey Reynolds from City of Austin Code 
Compliance presented information and 
answered many questions from the attendees. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
There was a lot of interest in building permits, 
when they are needed and what to do if they 
weren’t obtained when needed. This website 
can help answer those questions:  
http://www.austintexas.gov/department/develop
ment-assistance-center 
 

Officer Jeffrey Binder also presented infor-
mation about how best to avoid burglaries 
like those that happened recently in Westcreek.  
Burglaries usually occur during the day, when 
residents are at work.  Neighbors watching out 
for each other and sharing information was 
cited as the most effective means. (See page 6) 
 

Issues of abandoned cars, cars parked illegally 
and in yards have been transferred from Code 
Compliance to the Austin Police Department.  

 

Contact 3-1-1 to report problems. 
 
 

Officer Binder was applauded for his visible 
presence during Patton Elementary high 
traffic times.  
 

See links provided on the WNA website to 
access more information about these 
issues:  http://www.westcreekna.org  
 

In addition to activities featured in 

this newsletter, Jennifer Voss, WNA 

President, presented the following 

2015 Board Accomplishments: 

 

 Monitored Hill Forest Property devel-
opment (for sale but hoping for neigh-
borhood friendly fall construction) 

 Successfully worked w/ Code Com-
pliance to find a long term solution for  
Old Fredericksburg/Westcreek Drive 
vacant lot property maintenance; 

 Challenged development requestors for 
the Garza property (next to Lowes / 
Mopac) to keep traffic increase down 
and curb cut-through traffic through 
Westcreek; 

 Met with Councilwoman Troxclair to 
submit neighborhood concerns. Issues 
presented included: cut-through traffic & 
speeding; development; nearby inter-
section traffic; infrastructure failing; 
flooding; Oak Hill Pkwy; So Mopac ex-
press lanes/Austin HS; property taxes; 

 Paid for scheduled mowing of the Brush 
Country entrance and right of way, 
maintained bluebonnets & trimming at 
the Westcreek sign;  

 Austin Neighborhoods Council - WNA 
president attends monthly meetings to 
promote Westcreek NA interests; 
 

Continued: See WNA meeting page 3 

 
 

 
 

 

http://www.leaflandscapesupply.com/
http://www.klingemanncarcare.com/
http://www.floresmexican.com/
http://dlitesaustin.com/
http://www.rangerpress.org/about-us.html
http://www.doubledaves.com/pizza/austin-william-cannon/pizzaworks.php
http://www.doubledaves.com/pizza/austin-william-cannon/pizzaworks.php
http://www.doubledaves.com/pizza/austin-william-cannon/pizzaworks.php
http://westcreekna.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=e07350e0fb29ff81fd364c365&id=7023c1c809&e=c1ba8d8773
http://westcreekna.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=e07350e0fb29ff81fd364c365&id=7023c1c809&e=c1ba8d8773
http://www.westcreekna.org/
http://www.westcreekna.org/the-association/join-the-wna/
http://www.austintexas.gov/department/development-assistance-center
http://www.austintexas.gov/department/development-assistance-center
http://www.westcreekna.org/
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Neighborhood-wide Garage 
Sale (Weekend April 2/3) 

 

Set your calendars and start prepping. 
April 2 & 3 will be the annual neigh-
borhood/wide garage sale. Resi-
dents host individual or multi-family 
garage sales. The neighborhood 
association helps to advertise and 
puts out signs. 

 

A notice has been posted on West-
creek's Nextdoor page where you can 
reply to the post with your address 
and the types of items that you will be 
selling. The announcement about the 
garage sale will go out to thousands in 
Westcreek and the surrounding 
neighborhoods. 

 

Did you miss the February notices 
about the garage sale?  Please be 
sure to sign up to Westcreek Yahoo 
Group or  Westcreek Nextdoor to 
keep in the loop. Go to 
westcreekna.org and click on “Our 
Neighborhood” 

 
 
.   
 

 

Coming Attractions 2016: Stay Tuned to www.westcreekna.org   

Westcreek Annual Picnic 
 

Mark your calendars! The date has 
been set for our Annual WNA Spring 
Picnic 

Sunday, May 15, 2:00 - 5:00 PM 

@ Dick Nichols District Park, 

8011 Beckett Rd, Austin, TX 

78749 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There's a lot of planning to be done, 
so watch for many updates to come!  
Bouncy house and music! 
 

Stay tuned to Westcreek Nextdoor, 
Yahoo Group and Facebook page 
 

New sidewalks 
 

We are getting sidewalks installed on 
Westcreek Drive (along the soccer 
fields) to extend beyond Patton Elem-
mentary, all the way to Hwy 290. Plus, 
there are some sidewalk gaps that will 
be filled in from Hwy 290 frontage to 
Monterey Oaks. This will make for safer 
pedestrian and bike use for everyone, 
especially students.  
 

The WNA president appreciates that 
the Oak Hill Assoc. of Neighborhood's 
president reached out to the WNA 
about this specifically and together they 
advocated for this (among other 
things). 
  

http://communityimpact.com/austin/city-
county/2015/11/24/austin-city-council-
to-rank-transportation-fund-projects/ 
 
 

Westcreek Greenway update 
 

 The WNA continues to work with Small Middle School’s Green Tech Program (see more about 

the program on p. 4) on a grant we are pursuing with the City of Austin to improve the trail and 
trailhead areas as well as the safety in this greenbelt area that we call the Westcreek 
Greenway.   
 

Efforts include working with landscape architects who are donating their time to help us. 
Together we will craft a plan and proposal for city funds to establish identity of the area that 
encourages respect and positive use of the greenspace and discourages dumping, ATVs, 
smoking, fire-starting, etc. in this area.   
 

In addition the WNA hopes to build a simple pedestrian/bike bridge across the ditch behind 
Brush Country Trailhead and beautify the Westcreek Drive and Small Middle School 
Trailheads.  Project goals also include invasive species and debris removal as well as 
erosion control.  A refined proposal will be submitted in June and we hope to be awarded 
for September/October 2016. 
 

Note:  The Westcreek Pocket Park is not eligible as a part of this grant. The WNA is 
pursuing development of the park with Austin’s Parks and Recreation Department. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Outline of Westcreek Greenway 

 

Special Note:  The position of WNA Board Treasurer is currently unfilled.  

Please contact board@westcreekna.org for information  

if you are interested in volunteering. 

 

http://westcreekna.org/
http://www.westcreekna.org/
http://communityimpact.com/austin/city-county/2015/11/24/austin-city-council-to-rank-transportation-fund-projects/
http://communityimpact.com/austin/city-county/2015/11/24/austin-city-council-to-rank-transportation-fund-projects/
http://communityimpact.com/austin/city-county/2015/11/24/austin-city-council-to-rank-transportation-fund-projects/
mailto:board@westcreekna.org


 

 
 
 
 
 

Page 3 of 8 

 
  
 

  

2015 Board Accomplishments 

Continued: 

 Welcoming Committee, National Night Out 
parties, newsletter/neighborhood deliveries, 
Yard of the Month awards; 

 Increased membership by more than 100% 

 Maintained Westcreek Business Owners 
web page; real estate reports;  and 
Facebook/Nextdoor/Yahoo Group; 

 Recruited new Yard of the Month sponsors 

 Voiced concern to Austin City Council about 
their deliberations  regarding cutting APD 
district representatives. 

 

WNA BOARD ELECTIONS 

Barbara Huffman - reelected to serve another 2 
year term (ending Dec. 2017) 
Rita Berry - elected to serve a 2 year term as 
VP (ending Dec. 2017) 
The neighbor who was voted in as treasurer is 
unable to serve. 
 

Succession planning – President and 

possibly other Board members retiring Dec. 
2016. Volunteers are needed for vacancies.  

 

 

  

WAYS TO GET INVOLVED IN YOUR 

COMMUNITY INCLUDE:  
 

 Assist with ongoing work on 
Greenway, Trailhead and Trails; 

 Watch out for graffiti & report to 
abatement as needed;  

 Help monitor Zoning & Development 
(Includes Old Fredericksburg Road, 
Hill Forest, etc);   

 Participate on the Oak Hill Neighbor-
hood Planning Contact Team – 
Westcreek representation on Board 
would be very beneficial; 

  Keep up to date on Mopac South 
and/or Oak Hill Parkway progress –
track and report what is happening 
and  how it affects Westcreek; 

 The Board has recruited coordinators 
for various interests and is seeking 
committee members to support the 
Board. 
 

Email board@westcreekna.org 
for more information. 

 

Thank you to AISD police for seeing to it that this area 
was painted over. After many months of trying to get the 
soccer organization to fix this, AISD helped out, stepped 
in and ultimately did it.  
 

If you notice graffiti on these buildings in the future, 
please contact Lonestar Soccer Club at 512-336-5425 
and ask them to promptly get it removed. These 
buildings and the storage area belong to Lonestar not 
AISD. 
 

AISD also got rid of buckets of standing water and there 
is a gap where the gate is where children could get in. 
The WNA Board hopes that there will also be some 
cleaning up of the storage area and fixing of the gate.  
 

Many Westcreek parents have children enrolled with 
Lonestar so the WNA urges those parents to join the 
WNA in asking for the area to be maintained. There is 
frequent vandalism occurring in the soccer field area 
and at Small MS.  Getting the graffiti cleaned up ASAP 
sends a message that the community is not complacent 
and does not accept the behavior. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Barb Huffman, John 
Mendenhall and Chuck  
McClenen WNA Board 

members 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Rita Berry, newly elected 

WNA Board V-P 

 

 

WNA Meeting:  Continued from page 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Excellent turnout 
 

Soccer Fields Graffiti 

 

 

 

 

 

BEFORE 

AFTER 

mailto:board@westcreekna.org
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YOM in 2016 
 

The Yard of the Month recognition will begin in our 
neighborhood again starting with the month of April. 
Each year the Westcreek Neighborhood Associa-
tion’s Neighborhood Enhancement Committee se-
lects a YOM April through September.  In Decem-
ber the award is for the best holiday lighting.   
 

WNA appreciates the support of our YOM spon-
sors: Klingemann’s Automotive, D’Lite’s Ice 
Cream, Flores Mexican Restaurant and Leaf 
Landscape Supply (formerly Emerald Gardens).  
Klingemann’s provides each winner with a free oil 
change at their location on Westcreek Drive and 
Hwy 290. Leaf Landscape on the north side of Hwy 
290 awards each winner a $50 Gift Certificate for 
their vast selection of plants and landscaping mater-
ial. D’Lites Ice Cream donates a $15 gift card for 
treats at their location in the Gold’s Gym shopping 
center.  Flores Mexican Restaurant at Brush Coun-
try and Wm. Cannon provides a $25 gift card.  
 

Board member Barb Huffman chairs the Neighbor-
hood Enhancement Committee made up of Cheri 
Rowden and Board member Karen Sperry, both 
former winners of Yard of the Month.  The commit-
tee welcomes nominations from neighbors by 
emailing board@westcreekna.org.  The YOM award 
can only be given to families who are paid members 
of the Association, so if you have not paid your 
$20 dues for 2016, now is the time to do so!  
YOUR yard could be the next Yard of the Month! 
 

Volunteers 
 

We can always use more volunteers. Even if you only have a few hours to give, one day a 
year, a few times a year, or more.  There are so many opportunities to give back to Westcreek.   
 

o For more information, email board@westcreekna.org or go to www.westcreekna.org and click  
o on Quick Link: Committees & Volunteer  

 

 

Yard of the Month (YOM) 

  

Brush Country/Summerset Curb 

 
WNA President Voss found a very helpful contact at the City who 
helped get the ball rolling on this repair last fall. (She had tried twice 
with 311 to no avail.) She noticed it had been months and it was still 
damaged.  Two days after reaching out to him, the repairs began. He 
also said he'd be looking into getting reflectors for the curb. It was run 
into twice by vehicles that didn't seem to brake at all. Big shout out to 
this employee who has helped Westcreek with several issues (also the 
Old Fredericksburg safety improvements).  
 

This is another service that the Westcreek Neighborhood Association 
volunteers do for Westcreek. The WNA Board hopes you'll support the 
WNA's efforts by joining/renewing for 2016 at $20/calendar year. Or, if 
you prefer, support us by volunteering your time to help in some way 
(small or big). The more we work together, the more we get done for 
Westcreek. 
 

 

 
 
 

McMillin  

Family on 

Sun Vista 

  

 

 

Metzger  

family on  

Fair Valley 

Fall 

2015 

 

 

December 

2015 

 

mailto:board@westcreekna.org
mailto:board@westcreekna.org
http://www.westcreekna.org/
http://www.westcreekna.org/the-association/committees-volunteeropportunitie/
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Guide to the Plants of the Brush Country Trailhead 

As you drive north along Brush Country and come to a 
complete stop at the stop sign, you will notice directly in 
front of you an area the neighborhood has named the 
“Brush Country Trailhead.” This little piece of land pre-
viously was an abandoned part of Brush Country road that 
was intended for future development as a through-fare to 
Monterrey Oaks Blvd. Neighborhood involvement kept the 
through-fare from being built. Two years ago neighborhood 
involvement resulted in restoration and drainage improve-
ments at this location.  
 

Often drivers passing through may think of the confined 
area as a rustic, wild little piece of nature, including wild-
flowers in seed stage and an overgrowth of impetuous 
plants. A few drivers who haven't noticed the stop sign 
have become quickly and intimately familiar with the devel-
oped nature of the area, as their car has hopped the curb 
and become imbedded in the dirt and grass. (see story p. 4) 
 

However, the Westcreek Neighborhood has a plan be-
hind the Brush Country Trailhead. If you have time to 
stop and and look deeper into the trailhead, you will 
notice this area has an organization, albeit of an 
organic nature. 
 

 
 

On the southwest corner is a Mountain Laurel, often called a 
Purple Laurel, as it blooms bright, amazingly fragrant, purple 
blooms in the spring. This plant only blooms in March and 
has bright green leaves all year round making it a Texas 
favorite. An interesting fact about its bright, brick hard, red 
beans is that besides being poisonous, they can be rubbed 
back and forth against the ground until they are red hot, and 
then put against another's skin to “burn your buddy”. I don't 
know who would have done that other than the author of this 
article. 
 

Just to the north of the Mountain Laurel is a chili pequin plant 
about three feet tall. It is a small-leafed plant that grows 
small red peppers the size of small peas that are well loved 
by birds. The tiny chile pequin peppers are some of the 
hottest known and are used in salsas and other spicy foods.  
While the Mountain Laurel was planted by the neighborhood, 
the chili pequin plant joined the trailhead as a “volunteer”, 
which means that it grew on its own after finding a suitable 
location. These plants can't grow in full sun and appropriately 
this plant placed itself in the shade of an Escarpment oak, 
whose wide branches shade part of the trailhead. 

 

Continued see TRAILHEAD PLANTS p 8 

 

 

Special thanks to Small Middle School Green Tech students 
and Small staff for helping out and for bringing the 4-legged 
volunteers to help maintain the trailhead. 
 

Students at the school have created extensive gardens with more 
than 300 native plants. The campus also has an outdoor classroom, 
a greenhouse, a chicken coop, composting, recycling, water 
harvesting and a Japanese garden. They also have these Nigerian 
dwarf goats that will eventually produce milk and cheese. The 
school has a garden to café program and provides fresh greens and 
produce for the salad bar when in season. 
 

For more information about the program go to: 
http://www.smallmiddleschool.org and 

 link to the Green Tech Academy. 

Fighting Colonel Johnson’s Grass 

 
As written in the Trailhead article above, the neighborhood has established the trailhead at the 
end of Brush Country Road, and we are working to keep the vegetation shaped, mulched and 
trimmed.  Most of the plants are appropriate native species, but there are several stands of 
Johnson grass.  In our recent neighborhood  work sessions at the trailhead, Chuck McClenon has 
made it his personal challenge to battle the Johnson grass. 
   

Chuck set out to gather some intelligence about the enemy. Johnson grass, Sorghum halepense, 
is native to the Mediterranean region.  It was brought to the US inadvertently when a South Caro-
lina planter, Thomas Means, purchased a batch of hemp seed in Egypt in the 1790’s that was 
contaminated with the sorghum.  It seemed to be a good crop, for cattle forage, and came to be 
known in South Carolina as Means grass.  In 1840, John Means, Thomas’ son and a future go-
vernor of South Carolina, gave a batch of seed to his friend Col. William Johnson of Alabama,               
 

Continued see JOHNSON GRASS page 8  

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.smallmiddleschool.org/
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Neighborhood Watch Basics – The 5 House Rule 

 One of the foundations of a successful Neighborhood Watch program is the Five House 
Rule – and it works like this: get to know the neighbors on either side of you, and the 
three across the street for a total of five. This creates a cushion of safety and security 
around your home, because now you know your neighbors, and they know you. The 
benefits are tangible. 
 

It’s important to exchange cell phone, email and home phone info, and to get to 
know each other’s general daily routine: find out who works from home, who is gone 
all day, who is retired, who is a stay-at-home parent, and get to know each other’s 
vehicles as well. If you’re going out of town, send an email or text message to your “five” 
letting them know when you’re leaving, when you’ll be back, and whether or not you’ll 
have a house-sitter/pet-sitter while you’re gone and what they drive. 
 
 

 

 

You will be amazed at how this changes the safety dynamic around you. Suddenly, everyone is looking out for each other. 
See a strange vehicle? Send a quick text and ask your neighbors if they recognize the car. See some suspicious people 
walking around? Text everyone and point it out. 
 

One of the best next steps is to literally just walk outside. Act like you’re doing yard work, or get your neighbor to meet you 
outside for a quick conversation. Just being in view will deter criminal activity. Thieves do not want to get caught. 
 

Keep in mind – this does not mean you now need to host all of your neighbors for dinner or become lifelong friends (but if 
either did happen, bonus!) It also doesn’t mean you have to know everyone’s “business” and vice versa. The 5 House 
Rule is just about basic vigilance, awareness and communication. This is what Neighborhood Watch is all about, but it can 
also be done with no formal program. 
 

So make a commitment to get to know your “five” by the end of the month. It’s as simple as knocking on the door or 
leaving a note, or just popping over when folks are outside. It only takes a minute, and it will make the neighborhood that 
much safer.                         
                                               Source:  http://kentwoodhomeguardians.com/2014/10/13/neighborhood-watch-basics-the-5-house-rule/ 
 

Many safety tips and police resources for may be found on the WNA website at: http://www.westcreekna.org/resources/safety-
policefirecode-compliance/ & http://www.westcreekna.org/our-neighborhood/neighborhood-watch/ 

 

Rest Station for Dogs & Walkers Summerset and Fair Valley 

 

You may have noticed a dog bag dispenser on your walks down Summerset or Fair Valley.  It’s just 
another instance of neighbors helping neighbors in Westcreek.  Getting caught out without a bag can 
be quite awkward. 
 

Yolanda Martinez’s landscaper (Austin Xeriscapes) suggested a dog rest stop on her corner 
property.  She loved the idea and let him do it.  Since then she has added a swing under the tree so 
people can stop and rest.  She may also add a lending library. 

 
 

School Crossing Guard Needed for Patton Elementary School 

There will be an additional intersection with a crossing guard by Patton. 

 

“The City of Austin is looking for applicants to fill a crossing guard position for a new location 
being opened at Patton Elementary School. We require people who are physically and 
mentally suited to work with children but also maintain a good relationship with the parents 
and motorists. This position requires that a person must be able to stand for at least 1 ½ 
hours and be able to repeatedly cross the street with pedestrians during that time without 
becoming too fatigued.  
 

This person must be dependable and will be expected to maintain a good attendance record. 
The applicants must be at least 16 years of age and there is no upper age limit as long as the 
applicants are physically and mentally able to keep our children safe. This is not a hard job 
but very important for the safety of our children crossing at this location. This is a City of 
Austin paid position. The new hourly rate has just this month increased to $13.03 per hour. 
The hours for this location are 7:00 A.M.– 8:30 A.M. and 2:30 P.M.– 4:00 P.M. Monday 
through Friday and follow the same holiday schedule that AISD does. A Criminal Background 
Check will be conducted. No experience is required. Training will be provided.”  
 

 

Anyone interested should 
contact:  

Herschell Esquell  
Program Coordinator  
Safe Routes to School 

Program  
City of Austin  
(512) 589-4006  

hesquell@austin.rr.com 
 

 

http://kentwoodhomeguardians.com/2014/10/13/neighborhood-watch-basics-the-5-house-rule/
http://www.westcreekna.org/resources/safety-policefirecode-compliance/
http://www.westcreekna.org/resources/safety-policefirecode-compliance/
http://www.westcreekna.org/our-neighborhood/neighborhood-watch/
mailto:hesquell@austin.rr.com
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Vintage Westcreek 

In 1978 my family and I moved to Jay’s Lane, which 
turned out to be a cul-de-sac.  Our neighbors, Dolly and 
Gus Segua, who live across the street, moved into their 
house just a few days after us, and they still live here. 
 

Other streets that had families were Porsche Lane, and 
Smith Oak Trail.  Porsche Lane had only four houses, and 
they were all located on the left side of the street.  The 
street ended at the fourth house and beyond the con-
struction barrier there were just woods.   
 

My street had been a wooded area with great 
big beautiful trees that Doyle Wilson cut down 
to build the cul-de-sac.  His part of Westcreek 
was called “Westcreek Village”.  Unfortunately, 
no one enforced the Deed Restrictions, if we  
had any, on building small houses. 
 

The year 1980 was a very busy year for 
 
 
 

 
 

Westcreek.  Houses were being built in under three 
months time. 
 

The only entrance into Westcreek was from Hwy 290 
West onto Westcreek Drive, which was still two lanes, 
and eventually the city put a traffic light at our entrance.  
As the subdivision grew, a big sign proclaiming 
“Westcreek” was placed at the entrance, with wonderful 
flowers and plants and spotlights shining on it at night.   
                          On each side of Westcreek Drive were 
                          rows of trees.   
 

The Bank of America and Klingmann 
Automotive were built, and they cut down 
all the trees and took out the beautiful 
Welcome sign.  Also, on Westcreek Drive 
was a Jack Brown Cleaners.  My son 
worked there after school.   
                 

            (to be continued next newsletter) 

 

Do you have a temporary sidewalk or street 
repair in front of your home or on your 
street?  The sidewalk may be patched with 
asphalt or the street is patched but very 
uneven and possibly broken. 
 

Here is information obtained from the City 
while inquiring about our neighborhood’s 
many issues with this: 
 

The City of Austin has about 3,000 
outstanding requests all over town. 
 

The temporary repairs are made just to hold  
for a limited time after an initial visit/patch is 
done. There is an 18 month backlog. So the 
temporary repair should be corrected/fixed 
permanently by the end of that 18 months. 
Call 311 to report a temporary repair that 
has been there longer than this and/or if the  
 

Potholes, Patches Uneven Temporary Repairs on Streets & Sidewalks 

 repair causes a danger to pedestrians or 
vehicles. 
 

Leave your name & telephone number with 
311 when you report it and ask for  
“Operations” to call you back.  City Staff 
and 311 are evaluated with performance 
measures. If the public requests a call 
back, they have to follow up with you in 
order to meet their performance goals. 
 

Contact 311 again if you are still not getting 
results 
 

The Austin Public Works Works depart-
ment is pursuing resources (more funding) 
to try to fix this. Contact our council 
member Ellen Troxclair to voice your 
support of more funding for Public Works 
to catch up with these issues. 
 

 

 

(This article by Judy Jefferson originally appeared in the 
 June 2006 edition of Westcreek Neighborhood Newsletter) 

 

 

Eighteen volunteers joined together on Saturday, March 
5 to clean up one of Austin's newest parks located in our 
Westcreek neighborhood. The clean up was part of an 
annual city-wide volunteer event called It's My Park Day. 
  
 

The Westcreek Pocket Park is a two acre lot that is un-
developed and located to north of the Brush County 
trailhead. (see map p. 2)  However this area has developed 
piles of household trash and discarded fencing over the 
years. Volunteers used their own trucks, trailer, and 
hands to haul the debris to the stub-out at the east end 
of West-creek Drive for removal by the City of Austin.   
A big thank you goes out to the volunteers who con-
tinue to make Westcreek a beautiful place to live. 
 

Westcreek It’s My Park Day 
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WESTCREEK 

NEIGHBORHOOD 

ASSOCIATION 
 

THANK YOU TO OUR 

VOLUNTEERS 
 

email: 
board@westcreekna.org 
 

website: 
www.westcreekna.org   
 

facebook: 
www.facebook.com/Westcr
eekNA 
 

Newsletter Editor: 
Katy Roper 
 

Newsletter Coordinator 
Bonnie Cordova 

Webmaster: 
Aubrey McCauley  
 

Yahoo Group 
Moderator: 
Christie Gaderson 
 

E-Communications 

 Email List/ListServe 

 Yahoo Email Group 

 NextDoor 
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is confidential & will not be shared.   

Have any concerns or questions? Please email the board at board@westcreekna.org  2015 app (03/21/2015) 
 

Just to the north and east of the chili pequin is a new resident 
of the trailhead.  In early March, a young Cedar Elm 
approximately one foot tall was planted by members of Den 7 
of Cub Scout Pack 395. Den 7 includes five first graders at 
Patton Elementary.  The Cedar Elm was donated by a home 
on Summerset Trail when the young sapling was displaced 
during a landscaping event. Cedar Elms are a local favorite 
because of their beautiful yellow leaves in fall and their 
tendency to grow tall straight trunks. 
 

Finally, a surprise guest to the southwest corner of the 
trailhead is the emergence of the massive vertical bloom of  
 

Trailhead Plants continued from page 5 

the American Agave, also known as the Century Plant The 
Century Plant lives from 10 to 25 years and its long life 
lends itself to the name “century”. Even though the name is 
overly optimistic, the word “century” does lend credence to 
the majestic nature of the plant. The blooms reach up to 15 
feet and are a great nectar source for butterflies, bees, and 
birds. Sadly, the bloom also signifies the end of the original 
plant’s life, but it does leave behind young offshoots at its 
base to start the next cycle. 
 

For more information on the plants that make up the  
west side of the trailhead, tune into the next 

 Westcreek Neighborhood newsletter. 

 

Johnson Grass continued from page 5 

with a plantation near Selma, who sowed it in river-bottom land.  Once that stuff is in the river-
bottom, it may be there for centuries.   
 

It spread throughout Alabama and the rest of the South.  While it’s been known by many dif-
ferent names in different regions, the attribution to Col. Johnson has become standard, and 
almost everywhere, that name in no longer a tribute, but a blame.  In the first place, it’s not 
ideal as forage.  The plant, especially its young sprouts, produces hydrogen cyanide, and can 
be toxic to the consumer.  In the second place, its seed blows into planted fields and is recog-
nized as a weed. It is rated by some authorities as among the ten worst weeds in the world.   
 

What makes it so bad?  By its seed it spreads to new spots, and by its rhizomes it establishes 
thick patches. Each new sprout first works on its leaves, but after just three weeks shifts some 
of its attention to conquest, and starts a rhizome running horizontally and sending up new 
shoots. Left untouched, Johnson grass can grow 7 to 9 feet tall, but as much as a quarter of 
the plant’s mass may be underground, in the rhizomes.  The rhizome may be up to ¾ inch 
thick, and more than 8 inches deep. Fortunately our experience in the trailhead is that it is ty-
pically 1 to 2 inches deep, and no more than a quarter inch thick.  A spading fork can reach it 
and break it, but you must gather up all the pieces.  A broken rhizome left in the hole is still a 
living agent of the Johnson conspiracy.   
 

Should we pull them each with our fingers?  Wait for them to reach six inches and then spray 
them?  Or shovel off all the gravel and take the rake to the dirt below?  There is no certain 
strategy to victory.  But we fight the fight. 
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