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President - Mindy Sutton,    term expires January 2021
Vice President - Ryan Kelly,  term expires January 2020
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  WNA Annual Membership Meeting The annual membership meeting
of Westcreek Neighborhood Association is scheduled for Saturday,
January 25.  Last year we met for the first time at the Residence Inn
across the Post Office, 6000 Hwy 290 W.  It was a good facility, so we’ll
do it again.  We will gather at 11:00 AM for pizza and other
refreshments provided by some of the neighborhood businesses who
sponsor us.  The business meeting will begin around 12:00 noon.  In
addition to a review of last year’s highlights and some announcements
of plans for the coming year, we will have a presentation by the Austin
Fire Department Wildfire Mitigation Division.

 
WNA Executive Committee Elections

  The Westcreek Neighborhood Association is led by an Executive
Committee with eight elected members, serving staggered two year-
terms.  Every year we elect or re-elect two officers and two members-
at-large.  

The current members are:

Barb Huffman has been our longest serving board member, and
intends to retire from the board at the end of this year, so the board is
seeking at least one new member.  If you are interested, please contact
Mindy Sutton or any other board member. Find out how to become a
member, what the WNA does for our community and how you can
help on page 8!
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Thanks to our wonderful 
sponsors and partners!
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Greenway, Trail and Pocket Park: These paths are used by hundreds of walkers and cyclists every day,
including students going to and from school. If you were able to attend our Greenway Grand Opening in
June, then you got to see all the work that has been done, thanks to your dues and the hard work from
neighborhood volunteers. There are plans for solar lights to be installed into the steps near the Brush
Country entrance as well as more gravel for parts of the trails that could use some help. Look for more trail
improvements in the near future and more opportunities to volunteer. 
Traffic and Safety Initiatives: The WNA, with leadership from board member Mindy Sutton and support
from former WNA President, Jennifer Voss, have worked with the city on pedestrian safety and traffic
concerns, especially on Westcreek Drive near Patton Elementary and the Soccer fields, and in efforts to
mitigate speeding on Brush Country, Summerset and Westcreek Drive, where cut-throughs are a significant
and increasing challenge. In addition, the WNA board has continued to communicate with the city of
Austin’s transportation department about the paint on Westcreek Drive and the delineator poles that were
installed on Brush Country Road earlier this year.  Jennifer as well as the board continues to stay in touch
with our Austin Police Department area rep so that he can support us with traffic calming issues.
Family Activities: The WNA sponsors an Annual Picnic each Spring at Dick Nichols Park, and every fall
we support National Neighborhood Night Out, sponsoring any WNA member household gathering with
a $20 gift card for refreshments for gathering neighbors. This year, the board hosted our very own National
Night Out at the Greenway entrance on Westcreek. The city of Austin Compost Team joined us, voting
registration was available AND we had an ice cream truck with delicious treats! And the WNA, with
leadership of Board member, Ryan Kelly, sponsors the Westcreek Fourth of July Parade, with hundreds
children and adults making a spirited journey thru the neighborhood, followed by our friend the Fire Truck. 
Beautification and Maintenance: WNA maintains the appearance of entryways in the neighborhood by
scheduling and paying for periodic mowing of right-of-way on either side of Brush Country Road, the
trailhead at Brush Country and Summerset, and on either side of the, now gravel, Greenway Trail to make it
more attractive and user friendly. This spring the rains were so heavy that we paid to have those areas
mowed more than usual, so please consider joining for this reason alone, if you have never been a
member. We also monitor the height of grass in several vacant lots that impact safety in our neighborhood
, especially the one at the corner of Westcreek Drive and Old Fredericksburg Road (behind the bank), and
communicate with the city when mowing is necessary. In addition, the WNA under the leadership and
ongoing efforts of Board member Barb Huffman, maintains the landscaping and lighting of the Westcreek
Neighborhood entry sign near Brush Country and William Cannon, and organizes the Yard of the Month
Program (see newsletter articles about YOM winners and sponsors). 

Dear Neighbors, 
  
  With the new year coming up, it’s time for all of us to renew our annual WNA memberships. If you are new to
the neighborhood or have let your membership slip, please join us for 2020. We broke a membership record
last year and we want to blast that record for next year! Just $20, what a bargain! And while we would love for
you to participate in neighborhood activities, your membership comes with no strings attached. Your dues
simply show your support for the activities and work of the association.There are three easy ways to join: 
1) By clicking “JOIN TODAY “ button in the electronic version of this newsletter or by going to
westcreekna.org where you can join via HelloFund; 
2) By clipping the membership form attached in this newsletter and mailing it in with a check to:
Westcreek Neighborhood Association P.O. Box 91373 Austin, TX 78709-1373, 
OR 
3) You can join at the Annual Meeting on Saturday, January 20th, dues payable by credit card or
check.     No matter when or how you join, your membership is good from January 1 - December 31,
2020! 
  Why join? What does WNA do for us? Well, first, what it does not do. WNA is a neighborhood association, not
a homeowners’ association. It does not charge mandatory dues or assessments and is not in the business of
monitoring house paint colors or yard decor. The association is not here to mess with you, it’s only here to
promote safety and a sense of community, advocate for and lead improvements to the neighborhood and to
work with the City, other local agencies, and other community groups on behalf of the residents of Westcreek.
Membership is not mandatory, so why should you pay $20? We’re like the public radio station, we’re here
whether you contribute or not, but wouldn’t you like to say that you are a proud member of the Westcreek
Neighborhood Association, and applaud the things we do, including: 

Be sure to check out the back page for more information on WNA Memberships and opportunities!

Enjoy Autumn in Westcreek,

Mindy Sutton, 

President, Westcreek Neighborbood Association
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The written history of Westcreek perhaps began on the
14th of March, 1835, when the name of Thomas
Anderson appears in the Registry of families of Ben
Milam’s Colony. Under the Spanish Imperial Law
promoting immigration to New Spain, a head of
household was offered “a league and a labor” of land. In
those traditional units of measure, a Labor was about 177
acres, so pretty much the same as the traditional
homestead in the American Midwest, 160 acres. A
League was 25 labors, about 4400 acres, or roughly
seven square miles.
 In the wake of Mexican independence in 1821, the new
government went back and forth on whether it wanted
settlers from the north, but those were essentially the 

Ancient History - 

terms under which Ben Milam was made Empressario of a Colony, between the Colorado and Guadalupe Rivers,
and northwest of the San Antonio Road. Texas Highway 21 from Bastrop to San Marcos is pretty much on the path
of the Old San Antonio Road.  Milam had the authority to bring in 300 families.
  Thomas Anderson commissioned a survey, of a league of land straddling Williamson Creek. The tract was
approximately square and, like all the streets in Austin, oriented on a slant NNE to SSW.  One corner was in today’s
Sunset Valley, the opposite corner not far from the intersection of Convict Hill Road and Escarpment.   The western
edge of the tract crosses Williamson Creek about where Highway 290 crosses the creek today just past the baseball
fields. Anderson took as his one Labor of land, a tract straddling the creek, just to the west.  Elsewhere in this part of
Travis County in the same period, there are surveys with the names Slaughter, and William Cannon.  The land may
have been worth about as much as the cost of the survey.  The Texas legislature approved it in 1846, but there were
other inhabitants already there.  

  The Comanche themselves were relative newcomers, having
arrived in the early 1700’s, displacing the Tonkawa, who had
displaced whoever had been here before.  The Texas Archeological
Research Laboratory at UT has artifacts from at least five distinct
sites within a one kilometer radius of our Greenway entrance from
Summerset. In the area of the creek bed there, one with good eyes
and the knowledge what to look for can still occasionally find flint
tools.  This in an area where the natives have been harvesting flint for
centuries.

  In fact, there have been humans in the area for a very long time.  Central Texas is transition among several climate
regions:  the Gulf, the Hill Country, and the drier South Texas.  Depending on the season and the weather variations
year to year, you are not far from someplace where there’s food.  Up I-35 past Georgetown, outside of Florence, you
can find the Gault Archeological Site.  The site and a few artifacts were first noticed in 1991, but serious study only
began in 1991.  Excavations there show human habitation back at least 13,500 years; it is among the most ancient
provable sites for human habitation in the Americas.  Indeed, that dating calls into question some previous
assumptions about the arrival of Homo Sapiens into the Americas.  Check it out, if you are interested.                      
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  So, the history doesn’t begin with Thomas Anderson.  That’s just the first date we have when somebody wrote
something down.  Although Anderson and others may have had legal title to land in western Travis County, that
didn’t make it a safe place, and not much was happening here until after the Civil War.  The few maps there are in
the 1850’s don’t show much. But after the war, settlers began to arrive, many of them cedar choppers.  The
communities of Cedar Valley, and Circleville began to form, in the hills beyond today’s ‘Y’.  An 1880 map shows the
Fredericksburg Road running thru Thomas Anderson’s tract, and the Oatmanville Post Office on the north side of the
road, just before the creek.  In the next few years the quarry was opened, to cut stone for the new state capitol
building, and the name Convict Hill was given, in ‘tribute’ to the prisoners who were cutting the stone.   
Continued p.7
  
  

Chuck McLenon



National Night Out Brings
Neighbors Together Oct. 1, 2019

National Night Out is a great opportunity for
citizens and law enforcement to partner up
against crime. During the event, residents in
neighborhoods throughout Austin and across
the nation are asked to turn on their porch lights,
lock their doors and spend the evening outside
with their neighbors, police officers, firefighters
and EMS paramedics. Events such as cookouts,
block parties and neighborhood walks will all
occur simultaneously throughout the city and
nationwide. - www.austintexas.gov/nno 

  In years past, a handful of Westcreek residents have
volunteered to host neighbors at their homes for
National Night Out. It’s a great opportunity to get to
know your neighbors and to meet your local police
department representatives as well as some local fire
fighters. 
 The Westcreek Neighborhood Association board
decided to host their own National Night Out this year at
the Greenway entrance on Westcreek Drive. In
attendance was:  WNA board members with
neighborhood and membership information, visitors
from Austin Resource Recovery - Curbside Composting
Collection Program and a voter registration table,
thanks to Katy Roper and .  We also had the pleasure of
having Connor’s Creamery ice cream food truck with
tasty treats.  Officer Joshua Visi, our APD area
representative stopped by with t-shirts and goodies for
the kids.
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If you or someone you
know is interested in being

a part of the Westcreek
Neighborhood Watch,
please email WNA at

board@westcreekna.org 



Capital City Village  - 
Helping Austin Seniors Age Well at Home

 

Capital City Village (501.c.3) volunteers help
local Austin seniors in a wide variety of ways –
everything from technology assistance to
transportation, yardwork to friendly
companionship.   Find out how you can help
your community and make meaningful
difference in an older adult’s life.

 Volunteer with Purpose!
info@capitalcityvillage.org |

www.capitalcityvillage.org 512-524-2709

Do you know a Senior
in need?

Good Neighbor Tips 5

Green composting bins have recently been delivered to our neighborhood in order to join the effort of
reducing the amount of garbage going into our landfill. The City of Austin has a goal of zero waste going
into our landfill by 2040!  YOU can help this movement by composting and recycling and reducing the
amount of garbage that goes to the landfill!  
I was pleasantly surprised at the various options that we can put in our compost (green) bins!  One
recommendation is to keep a container in the freezer to store food scraps that you can then toss in the
green bin when it goes out on Monday night!  Kleenex Tissue, paper towels, napkins, newspapers and
ALL food scraps (including bones) can go into the compost bin!  I am finding that the main “garbage”
going into my tan garbage bin are plastic bags of all sorts!  I have recently learned that you can dispose of all
these plastics in a bin at the Pharmacy entrance of our local HEB!  
DOWNSIZE YOUR GARBAGE CART BY CALLING 512-494-9400 and save some $$$$!

WELCOMING COMPOSTING TO WESTCREEK! 

  Now that we have THREE bins to deal with storing, I would like to point
out that to be eligible for the Yard of the Month award, your bins must be
at the side of your house, or better yet, out of sight from the street. 
 Please do not store your bins in front of your garage! Bins should be
placed at the curb no later than 6:30 am on Tuesday morning and should
be brought in off the street at the end of the day.  Please be sure that
you allow a FIVE  FOOT SPACE between your bins so that the “arms” of
the pick-up trucks can grasp your bins and empty them into their trucks! 
 Thank you for joining the effort to reduce the garbage going to our
landfill and to take care of Mother Earth!

by Barb Huffman

Do friends or family sometimes miss your house
because they can't see your address? How often
has your Uber Eats ended up at the wrong house
or you see that little car on your phone go past
your house on the map? Having a visible address is
important, and can be life-saving. Please take a look
at your house from the street and make sure that
your house number is clearly visible from the
street.  If you would like to have a house number
painted on your driveway, please email us and we
will arrange for a service to contact you for painting
a house number on your driveway!  This is so
important for your safety!

Can EMS or the Fire Department
find your house?

Courteous neighbors keep our neighborhood more
navigable for everyone by clearing the ROW. Property
owners are responsible for the care and maintenance of
trees, plants and grass on private property. 
Check out the City of Austin webpage to find out
more: austintexas.gov/cleartherow



Westcreek Yard of the Month 
(YOM)

The committee welcomes yard nominations from
neighbors by simply emailing the WNA Board.
Preference is given to yards where trash and
recycling bins are screened from view from the street.
The YOM award can only be given to families who
are paid members of the Association, so if you have
not paid your $20 dues for 2019, now is the time to do
so!  If you decorate for the holidays in December,
YOUR yard could be the next Yard of the Month!
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WNA appreciates the support of our Yard Of
the Month Sponsors.  They are:

Klingemann’s Automotive
D’Lite’s Ice Cream

Leaf Landscape Supply
Cypress Grill 

Cypress Grill joined us this summer as a new sponsor and is awarding a $45 gift certificate for our
monthly winners to enjoy a dinner at their location on William Cannon.
Klingemann’s provides each winner with a free oil change at their location in our neighborhood on
Westcreek Drive and Highway 290.  
Leaf Landscape awards each winner with a $50 Gift Certificate at their location on the north side of
Highway 290 where they have a vast selection of plants and landscaping materials.  
D’Lites Ice Cream donates a $15 gift card for treats at their location in the Gold’s Gym shopping center.

What are these prizes that you speak of?

2019 YOM WINNERS
June -The start of the summer was perfect for nourishing yards with
plenty of moisture and reasonable temperatures. Rebecca and Daniel
Gallindo at 4605 Grider Pass show off their beautifully manicured yard in
all it's green splendor at the corner of Grider Pass & Yellow Rose Trail
where their lovely yard is tucked away behind beautifully manicured
Japanese Boxwoods on their corner lot. A Zoysia lawn surrounds
blooming beds and a stately Sago Palm.

July - Sandra & Scott Huston of 5114 Maulding
Pass  are the winners of YOM for July! Their

lovely shaded yard is filled with big Crepe Myrtles
and oak trees. As seen in these pictures, a

granite pathway leads one to the front door and
meanders through the beds in the yard. Sandra

is proud of her collection of iris which came from
her mom’s yard and are interspersed in the

beds throughout the yard!

What is YOM?

Continued p.7
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September YOM was awarded to Sid &
Marijo Lister who live at 4605 White Elm. 
In the picture with Sid & Marijo is their
Bulldog, Betty, who accompanied us as we
walked the yard. Marijo is the “green
thumb” who enjoys working in the yard,
nurturing many natives and potted plants. 
Fox tail ferns flank the garage & a stately
Sago Palm graces the driveway entry.

Our October winners are Ron and Joan Oldeog
at 6539 Fair Valley Trail. With a welcoming

flagtsone path to their front entry way and a
harmoniously, but multi-textured landscape, the

Oldeog's impressive yard expresses the care
and attention of its owners.

August - Award went to Vikki & Jack Amstey at 6211 Smith Oak. 
Their lush green yard is accented with bright pink Bougainvillea
and various colors of Hibiscus in pots around the yard. A large
Pride of Barbados adds a contrast of orange and yellow to the
landscape. Having lost their Live Oaks in the front yard to oak wilt,
they planted a Chinquapin Oak, purchased at Leaf Landscape five
years ago with their YOM gift certificate!  The Amsteys are original
homeowners who have lived in Westcreek since 1983!

YOM, Continued

Ancient History, cont'd.  
  In 1879 James Andrew Patton, a former Texas Ranger who had skirmished against the Comanche, settled here,
acquired some land, probably from the Anderson family, and opened a general store where he also served as
postmaster.  He donated an acre of land for the first neighborhood school, at first on the south side of the highway, and
over time worked to get the name Oatmanville changed to Oak Hill.  In 1898 he contracted for the building of the Old Rock
Store, which is now the home of Austin Pizza Garden.The Oak Hill Elementary School moved to its current site in 1923,
and was built under the direction of the Oak Hill School District.  The Oak Hill and Manchaca school districts were
consolidated into one in 1961, and then merged into AISD in 1967.  The Westcreek subdivision was built in the late
1970’s, and a new elementary school opened in 1983, was named for JA Patton, who had sponsored the first school in
the area.The details here concerning lands grants and surveys are from the archives of the Texas General Land Office.  
I have downloaded various maps and documents, and will post them to a link off the Westcreek NA Website.
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Ready to join or update your membership? It's easy!

Current membership dues are only $20 per calendar year (January 1st through December 31st) for the
entire household. 
All Westcreek residents (property owners, renters or absentee owners) are eligible to join as supporting
members and may vote on all neighborhood voting matters. Your support does matter!  
Although the WNA board works very hard to accomplish most initiatives with little to no spending, there are
costs for keeping the WNA going.

Membership Fee* is only $20/year (January-December)
The WNA is a non-profit association. Check with a Tax Accountant to find out if fee is tax deductible.

Westcreek Neighborhood Association now accepts online payments using HelloFund so paying your
membership dues is quick, easy and completely secure. 
OR, Make checks payable to Westcreek Neighborhood Association & send with bottom of this form
to Westcreek Neighborhood Association, P.O. Box 91373, Austin, TX 78709-1373

Name(s)_______________________________________Westcreek Street Address _________________________________________________ 

 Alternate mailing address _______________________________________________Home Phone___________________________________

Mobile Phone _____________________________**Email Address(es)____________________________________________________________ 

 **Please provide your email(s) - helps us keep costs low for communicating special notices & newsletters

with you.  Your information is confidential & will not be shared.  

Have any concerns or questions? Please email the board at board@westcreekna.org

Two at-large board member positions opening up January 2020
Greenway Committee - supporting the development of the Greenway
Yard of the Month Committee members
Welcome Committee
Newsletter Publisher
Newsletter Distribution Volunteers
Annual Picnic Organization Volunteers

Westcreek Neighborhood Association
Connect with the WNA

Email List/ListServe

NextDoor

email: board@westcreekna.org

website: www.westcreekna.org

facebook: www.facebook.com/WestcreekNA

Thank you to our volunteers!

Newsletter distributors
Greenway/Trailhead
volunteers
Welcome Committee
Members
Yard of the Month
Committee Members 

Committee & Volunteer Opportunities
The work of the WNA Executive Committee is supported by committees who work on an ad
hoc basis to sustain programs and projects. We can always benefit from individual
volunteer efforts. Here a few opportunities you may be interested in being involved in:


