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Presented by John Luther – Founder Barton Hills Neighborhood Watch Patrol 
 
What is a Neighborhood Watch? 

• Crime prevention which enlists active participation of citizens; 
• Work with Law Enforcement to prevent crime; 
• Promotes cooperation among residents; 
• Training; 
• Crime prevention strategies; 
• Neighbors look out for one another. 

 
What is it not? 

• It is NOT a vigilante organization, rather it is the eyes and ears of a neighborhood; 
• Not the law itself; 
• Patrol participants are not armed, nor do they engage in apprehension of a potential suspect. 

 
Neighborhood Watch Programs have come into existence out of necessity.  There can’t be a police 
presence on every street corner of every neighborhood, so residents have stepped up to participate in 
patrol. 
 
A Neighborhood Watch Program is designed to be proactive, rather than reactive – stop a crime before it 
occurs!  Do not wait to be a victim, take proactive steps to prevent and reduce crime. 
 
There are many ways an individual can participate in a Neighborhood Watch Program: 
 
1. Window Watch - getting people (especially  those who are at home during the day) to regularly (every 
hour) look at their windows and keep an eye on what is going on around their homes/neighbors' homes. 
  
2.  Proactive Observer - everyone can do this. Just look around and look alert. Criminals have confessed 
that when they see alert neighbors, they go elsewhere. Call police if anything is suspicious. 
  
3.  "Do the 5" - get the names, emails and phone numbers of the 5 homes surrounding yours (next door 
neighbors and across the street) and take extra interest in looking out for their homes and vice versa. This 
is also like a phone tree - a network of neighbors who can call one another if necessary. 
  
4. Upgrading Neighborhood Watch signs on poles that have faded. Get neighbors to identify signs in their 
area to be replaced and help replace by bolting up the new ones.  
 
5. Assist and educating neighbors in safety tasks:  replacing short screws in their deadbolt striker plates 
with long 3" screws. Prevent doors from being kicked in. Securing windows, doors, trimming bushes by 
windows, visible house #s, remove/report graffiti, etc. Even including fire prevention and emergency 
preparedness. 
  
6. Neighborhood Association - put crimes reported in the newsletter (the board is already talking about 
doing this in our quarterly newsletters). 
  



7. Walking patrol - the officers really warned about the safety aspect of this. Never go alone or approach 
suspicious activity. 
  
8.  Mobile Patrol - volunteers are scheduled to drive around the neighborhood for 1 hour per week with 
magnetic "watch" signs on their cars. They have to be trained first. Never get out of their cars. Very strict 
rules.  
  
9.  Neighbors host National Night Out events in October of every year. 
  
10. Start up a "safety" or neighborhood watch committee - neighbors could get together every few months 
and discuss issues and ideas, etc. 
 
Important phone number to keep handy: 
Sheriff’s Department: 512-854-4989 
Constable’s Office: 512-854-2107 
APD District Representative: 512-974-8100 


