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Whole Foods 
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Vice President: 
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HOA vs. NA: what’s the difference? 

 

 

Homeowners Association (HOA) 
 

Formal, Legal entity; 
 

Membership and dues payment required by all 
home owners of the Neighborhood; 
 

Levies and collects mandatory assessments.  
May impose fines and file liens on homes; 
 

Enforces maintenance and design standards 
through private deed restrictions; 
 

 
Formation of HOA required as part of the deeds 
to the properties as they are purchased to 
enforce uniform compliance with deed 
restrictions and codes. 

 

Neighborhood Association (NA) 
 

Less formal, not legally required to exist; 
 

Membership and dues voluntary for residents and 
homeowners; 
 

No collections, assessed fines or dues. No 
authority to file liens on homes; 
 

No legal authority to enforce city codes and/or 
deed restrictions about architecture, landscaping, 
property rentals, decorative yard displays, etc;   
 

Formed by interested residents to work together to 
improve and maintain the quality of life in the 
neighborhood. 

 
 

There's been some misunderstanding among a few neighbors about our actual status 

and we'd like to make clear that Westcreek Neighborhood Association is not an HOA.  
 

The WNA was formed in the early 80s to unite residents living in Westcreek. Westcreek’s deed 
restrictions, enacted in the late 70s/early 80s, are nearly identical to the City of Austin code 
restrictions.  Because the WNA was not created to serve as an architectural control committee, 
the City of Austin, not the WNA, deals with any code violations and building permits, etc.   
 

With this in mind, we hope to clear up any confusion about the WNA’s role and purpose.  We 
hope to see your continued support of this organization to keep it going – both through your 
volunteer efforts and by becoming a sustaining member through your $20 annual membership 
support.  To learn more about what the WNA does for Westcreek, go to 
http://www.westcreekna.org/the-association/about-the-westcreek-neighborhood-association/ 
 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE of WNA survey:  You can win a  
$50 gift card  just for answering 10 questions by October 6! 

          Details Page 2 
 

City Code compliance: And the WNA role 

 

 
The main purpose for city code is to protect residents’ safety, health and property values.  
Without code restrictions, minor violations would increase and broaden over time and 
eventually evolve into major violations.  The neighborhood quality would deteriorate.  
 

WNA obviously strongly supports neighbors following city code – both for the sake of our 
property values and the safety of all Westcreek residents – and will seek Code Compliance 
assistance when necessary. The WNA may also assist neighbors who have concerns about 
code violations, but most neighbors report the complaints directly to City Code. 
 

Before reporting (or being reported), please consider other options. Perhaps the homeowner 
in violation of code could use some help...go to http://www.austintexas.gov/department/homeowner-

assistance for more information about the City of Austin homeowner assistance programs.   
 

Code website is: http://www.austintexas.gov/department/code-compliance.    
 

Violations may be reported by calling 311 or online at: http://austin-

p1csrprodcwi.motorolasolutions.com/Home.mvc/Index.  
Continued p. 3:  Common  Code Violations  

 

 

http://www.westcreekna.org/the-association/about-the-westcreek-neighborhood-association/
http://www.austintexas.gov/department/homeowner-assistance
http://www.austintexas.gov/department/homeowner-assistance
http://www.austintexas.gov/department/code-compliance
http://austin-p1csrprodcwi.motorolasolutions.com/Home.mvc/Index
http://austin-p1csrprodcwi.motorolasolutions.com/Home.mvc/Index
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How does a free $50 HEB gift card sound? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We care what you think! …And, knowing what you think 
helps us serve the neighborhood better. Please take 5 
minutes to answer a short 10 question survey available 
online at: http://tinyurl.com/westcreekneighborhood 
.   

We will draw one name from all respondents to the survey 
and will present the winner with a $50 HEB gift card.   
 
.   
 

 

WNA Survey:  What do you think?   

 

If you need us to provide you with a hard copy of the 
survey so you can fill it out & mail a paper copy back to 
us, please let us know by writing to us at Westcreek 
Neighborhood Association, P.O. Box 91373, Austin, TX 
78709-1373 or emailing us at board@westcreekna.org 
 

All survey respondents are eligible (except for board 
members and their families).  Being current on a WNA 
membership is not required to win. Please include your 
name and email address on the survey in order to enter.  
We will announce the winner after the survey closes on 
October 6, 2013. 
 

We want your feedback and look forward to hearing from 
you.   
 

Your WNA Board at Work   
 

 

Want to bring Google Fiber to Westcreek? 

 
If so, Google Fiber Austin is encouraging people to pre-register at  
https://fiber.google.com/cities/austin/ This site has some informative FAQs and once you 
sign up, you will receive updates on the progress of the google fiber rollout in Austin. Pre-
registration is free and does not obligate anyone to the actual service.  
 

WNA Board members have received several inquiries about Google Fiber along with 
requests that we inform the neighborhood of the opportunity to pre-register. Google is 
using a “build on demand” approach, meaning that the neighborhoods (and zip codes) 
who show the most interest through pre-registration will get fiber first.  
 

To learn more about Google Fiber, go to https://fiber.google.com/about/  
 

 

          
 

 
 

Speed limit sign on Brush Country 
was vandalized early September.  

The WNA Board reported it to 
APD and will have to pay to have 

it repaired. If you have any 
information about what might 
have happened, please let the 

Board know or call 311 to report 
and reference case #13-5042191 

 

After many reminders to the owner 
and communication with the City by 
Board Pres. Voss, the empty lot at 

Westcreek Dr. and Old 
Fredericksburg Rd. by the soccer 
fields has been mowed. Follow-up 

by the Board has focused on 
achieving routine maintenance by 

the owner. 

 

 

 
 

 
High water at the trailhead 
intersection was noted and 

reported to the City by a Westcreek 
neighbor.  WNA Board assisted 
with follow up. City construction 
crews have repaired drainage 

issues. The City will continue to 
monitor the area. 

 

Do you live at 
an intersection? Is 

there good visibility at 
the corners of your 

home? Remember to 
remove vegetation and 

vehicles that make 
it difficult at corners 

and bends. 
 

 

http://tinyurl.com/westcreekneighborhood
mailto:board@westcreekna.org
https://fiber.google.com/cities/austin/
https://fiber.google.com/about/
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Common Code Violations  (Continued from page 1)   

 The following violations have been 
frequently reported by neighbors in 
Westcreek: 
 

 Construction without a permit 
 

 Junk and accumulated rubbish 
 

 Weeds or grass over 12 inches 
 

 Travel Trailers, campers, RVs, 
and boats must be behind an 
enclosed building or screened 
from public view with a solid wood 
or masonry fence at least six feet 
high. Under the city zoning code, 
these vehicles cannot be stored in 
driveways. 

 

 Fences deteriorating or falling 
 

 Inoperable motor vehicle stored 
on an adjacent public right of 
way or in a driveway 

 

 Number of people living in a 
residence 

 

Please look over all the common city 
code violations at:  
http://www.austintexas.gov/page/commo

n-code-violations to be sure you are in 
compliance with city law.  
 

Information also available at 
http://www.westcreekna.org/our-

neighborhood/code-restrictions/. 
 

Summer Yards of the Month 

June 

 
 
 
Shelley & Jimmy  
Embrey of  
5309 Summerset  
Trail 

     July 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 

Join the WNA and become eligible for Yard of the 
Month award.  More details about winners at: 
http://www.westcreekna.org/category/yard-of-the-month/ 
 

 

 

Bridget, Ayza and Kevin 
Lonseth at 4806 Dry Oak 

 

The Reeve 
family at 4815 
White Elm Drive 

THANKS! 
to 

Whole Foods 
who donated 
all the great, 
“okey dokey 
artichokey” 

reusable bags 
that this 

newsletter was 
delivered in. 

 

All Yard of the Month winners receive a $50 gift 
certificate from Emerald Gardens as well as a 
Klingemann’s Car Care Center free oil change 

valued at $32.   

http://www.austintexas.gov/page/common-code-violations
http://www.austintexas.gov/page/common-code-violations
http://www.westcreekna.org/our-neighborhood/code-restrictions/
http://www.westcreekna.org/our-neighborhood/code-restrictions/
http://www.westcreekna.org/category/yard-of-the-month/
http://emerald-garden.com/
http://www.klingemanncarcare.com/index.htm
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Host (or attend!) a National Night Out 
gathering on Tuesday, October 1, 2013 
(7-9 pm). 
 

 Can’t stay until 9 pm? No problem – just 
gather for an hour or so. 

 Didn’t register with the city? No problem 
- you don't have to register to hold a 
gathering. 

 Aren’t able to have a large gathering? No 
problem – just have a few neighbors 
over in your front yard. 

 

National Night Out gatherings can be 
very simple, free and informal.  Rally 
your neighbors and step 
outside…You’ll be glad you did it. 
 

 

 

 

The Executive Board is pleased to have a new face amongst us! Please 
help us in welcoming Jacqueline Chandler to the WNA Executive Board 
as our new Treasurer.  Read on to learn a little bit more about our 
newest board member. 
 

WNA: How long have you lived in Austin, how long in Westcreek?   
 

JC: My husband and I have lived in Austin off and on for about 5 years 
and we moved to Westcreek in January 2013. 
 

WNA: What was it about Westcreek that drew you here? 
 

JC: We love the proximity to shops and restaurants (especially Torchy's!) 
and that it's within walking distance to great schools. We have two dogs, 
so having the trail around the shopping area is a real bonus for us!  
 

WNA: What made you interested in joining the WNA?  
 

JC: We're first time homebuyers and I knew I wanted to get involved in 
the community in some way. This position became available shortly after 
moving to Westcreek and it seemed like the perfect opportunity!  
 
 

WNA: What do you personally want to get out of it / plan to accomplish?  
 

JC: My main goals are to meet new people and help continue to make 
Westcreek a great place to live! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WNA Board News:  New Treasurer  

 

 
 

Top 10 Reasons to Host a National 
Night Out (NNO) Block Gathering 
 

1.  Send a message to criminals letting 
them know that Westcreek is organized 
and fighting back against crime 
 

2. Heighten Crime and Drug Prevention 
Awareness 
 

3. Generate support and participation in 
local anti-crime programs 
 

4. Strengthen neighborhood spirit 
 

5. Strengthen police-community 
partnerships. Keep our neighborhood 
on APD's radar. 

 

6. Meet neighbors you have never met or 
rarely get to see 

 

7. Find out how to reach one another in 
the event of an emergency 

 

8. Enjoy time outdoors in cooler weather 
with people who live all around you 

 

9. Celebrate how fortunate we are in 
Westcreek to have a low crime rate 

 

10. Commit to working together with 
neighbors and law enforcement to 
keep Westcreek's crime rate low  

 

 

WNA membership applications will be mailed in January so be on the lookout. You 
can always join any time (through the mail or online through PayPal) at 

http://www.westcreekna.org/the-association/become-a-member/ 
 

Help Wanted: 
 

Want to meet people, have fun & make a difference in 
Westcreek?  We have a vacancy on the board 
(executive committee)! 
 

We are a very informal group and we have fun at our 
meetings, which are once a month, always on a weekday 
and last around 2 hours starting at 7 pm.  During our 
meetings, we talk about issues or concerns or projects we 
hope to improve and/or take on in the neighborhood. 
Terms are for 2 years and are unlimited (except for 
president who is limited to 2 consecutive terms). 
 

Sometimes we discuss ideas that need more research 
and board members who may have some time that month 
can volunteer to look into something and report back to 
the others at the next meeting. Everyone has different 
interests and strengths so board members are free to 

pursue what motivates them. We sometimes decide that 

we have to table an idea or an action due to lack of time or 
volunteers and that is ok. We just do what we can do 
considering we’re all juggling other things in life. 
 

Want more information - with no pressure? Email us at 
board@westcreekna.org 

 

Volunteer Spotlight: National Night Out 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join Board Members 

Jennifer Voss and Lee Pepe 

at the Travis County 

Sheriff’s Office for a 

Neighborhood Watch 

Program Meeting on 

Thursday, September 26 @ 

7:00pm – 8:00pm (Precinct 

3 Building A, 8656 Hwy 71 

West).   
 

Come learn how a local 

Austin man created a 

successful program in his 

neighborhood and how 

Westcreek could benefit 

from a similar program. 
 

If you cannot attend, but would 

like to help start a program, 

contact board@westcreekna.org 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=y_M0IVWFaVDCBM&tbnid=OMD58dUfTJJZvM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.sanantonio.gov/SAPD/NationalNightOut.aspx&ei=G784UrbSLcmQ2QWCg4C4BQ&bvm=bv.52164340,d.b2I&psig=AFQjCNFi5ol7S36TUiWYl2uSyFxz9F2Iiw&ust=1379537009899256
http://www.westcreekna.org/the-association/become-a-member/
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Many of our residents have heard 
and even seen coyotes along the 
trail or even on a street here in 
Westcreek.  Unfortunately, some 
neighbors have actually lost their pets 
to what appears to be coyote attacks.   
 

This is not a new problem but one 
which was recently discussed again 
on the Westcreek Yahoo Group. If you 
didn’t see the discussion or are not on 
the group, we wanted to share some 
information with you that came out of 
that discussion.   
 

After several people wrote in about 
coyote concerns and safety, I called 
the city to find out more about what 
happens after we report coyote 
sightings to 3-1-1. 
 

What happens after we call reports 
in to 3-1-1?  
 

The City of Austin has a cooperative 
agreement with the county & state 
and those coyote sightings & reports 
through 3-1-1 are sent to Texas 
Wildlife Services (this is not affiliated 
with Tx Parks & Wildlife Dept.) 
 

According to a wildlife biologist, there 
are established wildlife 
management protocols that 
determine when and if the coyotes 
will be removed -- apparently, the 
"city” does not make the call as one 
news story I read insinuated.  
 

You may have heard about the 
"ratings" they use when reading some 
recent news stories about other 
neighborhoods dealing with coyotes. 
According to the biologist, 
Westcreekers and nearby 
neighborhoods have recently been 
calling in with high numbers of coyote 
complaints that have “high” ratings.   
 

The higher ratings mean more 
assertive/aggressive coyotes & those 
get the attention & likely result in 
removal.   
 

The TWS is keeping close track of all 
sightings & is especially keeping an 
eye on this area right now b/c of the 
growing number of reports of 
assertive & aggressive behaviors. 
 

Westcreek is considered a hot 
spot. 
 

The wildlife biologist said they 
suspect the packs are moving along 
the creek between Sunset Valley 
and our area & that even people 
over on Beckett have called in 
reports. According to him, we are 
considered to be in a hot spot at this 
time. They have not ruled out coyote 
relocation. 
 

They use the rating scale for level of 
aggressiveness/assertiveness so 
that they have solid information to 
take the next steps. Your sighting 
calls to 3-1-1 count towards these 
ratings.  Some news reports say that 
some other Austin neighborhoods 
have recently had removal 
measures.  
 

For more information: 
 

This wildlife biologist was very 
understanding of our situation & 
helpful. He told me he is willing to 
answer any of your questions if you 
would like to contact him directly. 
However, please report sightings 
& behaviors to 3-1-1 to make sure 
it is put through the system. His 
information is Jacob Hetzel, 
Wildlife Biologist, Texas Wildlife 
Services, (512) 854-9613. 
 

Also, please visit our website for 
several information sheets about 
coyotes with tons of tips:   
 

http://www.westcreekna.org/our-
neighborhood/safety-policefirecode-
compliance/ 
 

I hope this information helps & 
that we see the issue resolved 
soon. Keep reporting to 3-1-1 and 
don’t forget to include information 
such as time of day, location, 
proximity to children (park or 
school), coyote behavior 
(Assertive? Aggressive? Bold?), 
etc. 
 
Jennifer Voss 
WNA  Board President 
 

 

Ten things residents can 

do to help the situation  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Do not feed coyotes or other 

wildlife!  
 

2. Eliminate sources of water.  
 

3. Bird feeders should be 

positioned so that coyotes can’t 

get the feed. Coyotes are 

attracted by bread, table scraps, 

and even seed. They may also be 

attracted by birds and rodents 

that come to the feeders. They 

are also attracted to deer feed.  
 

4. Do not discard edible garbage 

where coyotes can get to it.  
 

5. Secure garbage containers 

and eliminate garbage odors.  
 

6. Feed pets indoors whenever 

possible. Pick up any leftovers if 

feeding outdoors. Store pet food 

where it is inaccessible to 

wildlife.  
 

7. Trim and clean, near ground 

level, any shrubbery that 

provides hiding cover for coyotes 

or prey.  
 

8. As in all cases, small children 

should never be left unattended.  
 

9. Don’t allow pets to run free. 

Keep them safely confined and 

provide secure nighttime housing 

for them. Walk your dog on a 

leash and accompany your pet 

outside, especially at night.  
 

10. Discourage coyotes from 

frequenting your area. If you start 

seeing coyotes around your home 

or property, chase them away by 

shouting, making loud noises or 

throwing rocks.  

 
Austin/Travis County Health and Human 
Services Department 

 

Coyotes in Westcreek 

http://www.westcreekna.org/our-neighborhood/safety-policefirecode-compliance/
http://www.westcreekna.org/our-neighborhood/safety-policefirecode-compliance/
http://www.westcreekna.org/our-neighborhood/safety-policefirecode-compliance/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&docid=wbnCeyUMsF6XkM&tbnid=iq0TObyKy2rvdM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://animalbroadcastnetwork.blogspot.com/2004/09/urban-coyote.html&ei=MDE3Uv_FJeKU2QXi54DgCQ&bvm=bv.52164340,d.b2I&psig=AFQjCNETmxz0678HOa__l29H4UEKt225ow&ust=1379435104242697
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What to do with those bare areas around 
our live oak trunks?   
 

Despite prayer, can't even get St. Augustine to 
flourish there?  Besides which, those old roots 
look interesting, and one shouldn't build up 
the soil much there at the trunk base anyway. 
 Not efficacious or recommended to water that 
area particularly - better to seep irrigate out at 
the dripline.    
 

Might be that a good thing to do is... 
nothing.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Travis County native called the Straggler 
Daisy (Calyptocarpus vialis) is sure to volunteer 
in your stead. This sprawling sunflower with 
bright, minute flowers is happy in the toughest, 
driest soil in full shade or full sun.  

 

By another name "lawnflower", it has gotten 
a reputation only slightly above dandelion, at 
least in hardpack bermuda monocultures.  It 
deserves better, and asks for nothing. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Green Margin:  

 
 

More than likely, a blue or 
white Commelina  (Widow's Tears, or 
Dayflower) will also spring up, as well as one of 
our diverse Westcreek Ruellias (wild 
"petunias"). Maybe a cluster of sedges, too.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Far less common, but surprisingly tenacious 
and drought resistant even when growing in 
our soil near a big live oak is the just-plain-
beautiful Scarlet Leatherflower Vine (Clematis 
texensis).  
 

Unmown, a small percentage of live oaks 
will send up root suckers near the trunk.  For 
the most part they remain less than a few feet 
tall, and provide just the right support for 
volunteer vines like the butterfly-
friendly Passionflower and Pearl Milkweed 
Vine.   
 

Cutting the suckers is thought by some 
to provide another invasion access for oak 
wilt.  Leaving them grow, along with some 
modest back-branches, is probably good for 
the trees and in the long run promotes clonal 
motts and a more natural succession.   
 
 

 

WESTCREEK 

NEIGHBORHOOD 

ASSOCIATION 
 

THANK YOU TO OUR 

VOLUNTEERS 

 
email: 
board@westcreekna.org 
 

websites: 
www.westcreekna.org   
 

facebook: 
www.facebook.com/Westc
reekNA 
 
 

Newsletter Editor: 
Katy Roper 

Webmaster: 
Aubrey McCauley  
 

Yahoo Group Moderator: 
Kelly Poore 

 
E-Communications 

 ListServe 

 Yahoo Email Group 

 

    
     Straggler Daisy (Calyptocarpus vialis)  

 
 

So don't fight 

with another 

anemic sod 

square.  Do 

nothing (that is, 

do something 

somewhere else), 

call it 

perspicacity (not 

laziness), and 

enjoy the show. 
 

    
           Widow’s Tears (Commelina) 

       Traffic Calming Westcreek Drive - Update 

A Case for Calyptocarpus,   

in which Less is More 

 

 

 

Last year, the Westcreek 
Neighborhood Association filed 
a traffic calming request with 
the City of Austin for 
Westcreek Drive (near Old 
Fredericksburg Road and the 
soccer fields).   

During the summer, we learned that they will be doing a 
traffic and pedestrian count in the fall (when soccer season 
starts up again) to determine if the area qualifies for some 
traffic calming devices such as Rectangular Rapid Flashing  
Beacons or Pedestrian Hybrid Beacons.  We will keep you 
posted. 
 

mailto:board@westcreekna.org
http://www.westcreekna.org/
http://www.facebook.com/WestcreekNA
http://www.facebook.com/WestcreekNA
http://www.westcreekna.org/the-association/list-serve/
http://www.westcreekna.org/our-neighborhood/yahoo-email-group/

