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WNA  Executive Board 
 

President:  
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Westcreek  Flooding 
• The City maintains a drainage complaint 

database with the address, date, and who 
logged the complaint, etc.  
 

• City Watershed Protection staff review this 
data and it is used to identify potential 
future drainage improvement projects. (The 
city bases drainage improvement projects 
around a cluster of complaints in this 
database.)  

 

• If you flooded, call in your report to 3-1-1.  
 

• Then please email the Board at 
board@westcreekna.org to let us know and 
we will work with the neighbor to get it 
tracked on our end.  We plan on keeping 
track of Westcreekers who reported 
flooding to 3-1-1 as a backup because the 
city is inundated with these calls right now. 

 

The following are recommendations from the 
City when calling in to report flooding: 
 

1. Take as many photographs as possible. 
 

2. Don’t clean off the high water mark if you 
can help it, until a field investigator comes 
out to inspect. 
 

3. Report (separately if you have the time) 
problems with drainage infrastructure – 
these include culverts and storm sewer 
inlets at the street curb (some of these may 
have exceeded their capacity, allowing 
water to flow across the right-of-way and 
into private property). 

 

Again, it is recommended that you call in each 
complaint separately as this would generate a 
separate entry into the complaint database. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

p. 3:  Related article on Flood Plain  

The weather this October was unlike any 
we have seen in a very long time.  We 
had two substantial downpours of rain 
which raised the Williamson Creek to a 
rapid river and unfortunately caused 
flooding damage to several Westcreek 
neighbors.  
 

Many of these flooded neighbors do not 
even live in the “flood plain” or along the 
creek.  According to the city Watershed 
Protection Department staff and other 
professionals with knowledge of flooding 
issues, there are many causes for this 
flooding including poor drainage, 
increased nearby development and 
impervious cover, changes to neighbors’ 
landscaping, and overflowing and/or 
clogged drain systems. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The WNA sent out information to the 
neighborhood email list asking residents 
who were affected by the flooding to 
contact the board for important 
information.  If you didn’t get a chance to 
read that email or ones sent out to the 
Yahoo Group, please read on. 
 

We have a very helpful fellow 
Westcreeker who is an engineer and 
professionally knowledgeable about 
flooding issues and he graciously offered 
to help track residents whose homes 
flooded.  He also sent out the following 
information: 
 

 
   Flood Damage along Williamson Creek 

 
     Williamson Creek from Brush Country Bridge 

From all of us at the WNA, 
we wish you and your 
family a joyful holiday 

season and a happy and 
healthy new year 
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September 
 
 
 Joe and Erin Byrne of 
 6206 Honey Dew Court 
 will receive a $50 gift 
 card from Emerald  
 Gardens and a free oil 
 change from Klingemann’s 
 
 
 

Yard of the Month  (YOM) 

Brush Country Speed Sign: 

Damage update -  
 

According to the City of Austin staff person who inspected 
the radar sign, it was damaged by a shotgun at close 
range. The damage is quite extensive and cannot be 
repaired.  The City does not pay for sign replacement and 
the cost would be prohibitive for the WNA.  The Board is 
discussing options. 
 

WNA Board News: New Board Member:  

 Vice-President 

  

Westcreek Neighborhood 

Annual Meeting 
Thursday, January 23, 2014 

Shepherd of the Hills Presbyterian 
Church, 5226 W. William Cannon 
Dr. at the large portable bldg by 
the church’s playground 
 

Meet neighbors while enjoying some 
Double Daves Pizza & Panera Bread 
from 6:30 PM to 7:00 PM. The meeting 
will follow 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM. 
 

What is on the Westcreek annual 
meeting agenda? 
 

1. Nominations & Elections of new board 

member terms: 
 

a. Vice President, Treasurer and 

Member-at-Large Position 3  expire in 

December 2013. 
 

b. VP position currently held by Julie 

Podbielski; Treasurer held by 

Jacqueline Chandler; M-A-L #3 held 

by Barbara Huffman. 
 

c. Nominations Received.  Current office 

holders have accepted re-

nominations for these positions for 

January 2014-December 2015. 
 

d. Additional nominations may be 

submitted prior to the meeting or on 

the floor. 
 

2. Approval of the 2013 Treasurer Report. 
 

3. Summary of 2013 Accomplishments & 

Issues. 
 

4. Adopt-a-Creek presentation 
 

5. Round Table discussion by Board 

Members of current Westcreek 

initiatives and future projects. 

 

The Executive Board is pleased to have a new face amongst us! Please help 
us in welcoming Julie Podbielski to the WNA Executive Board as our new 
Vice President. Julie has hit the ground running and begun some initiatives of 
her own.  Besides bringing a positive, enthusiastic energy and a knowledge 
and passion for the outdoors, here are a more few things about our newest 
board member. 
 

WNA: How long have you lived in Austin, how long in Westcreek? 
JP: My college roommate lived in Austin and I visited her here and fell in love! 
I couldn’t believe all of the green spaces and bike lanes! I moved to Austin 
(with no job) after graduating college in 1989, but alas I found gainful 
employment elsewhere. But I always kept Austin as my goal and I become a 
permanent Austinite in 1994.  I lived in central Austin as an apartment dweller 
and then finally moved to Westcreek in 2008. 
 

WNA: What was it about Westcreek that drew you here? 
JP: I met Trudy [editor’s note – our former WNA Secretary], a long time 
Westcreek resident, through a mutual friend almost 20 years ago.  Back then, 
her nice neighborhood established a place in my memory as “consider this 
when settling down.”    My husband and I moved to our house on White Elm 
Drive in late Spring 2008 and my son was born one month later!  We are 
outdoor folks and love that our backyard slopes (from sufficient elevation) 
down to Williamson Creek.  We love exploring and hiking Williamson Creek 
(and we have even done laps in our kayak in the nice ponded area behind our 
house after a good rainfall). We also love hiking or biking on the mulch path to 
Patton. 
 

WNA: What made you interested in joining the WNA? 
JP: I have always been drawn to wanting a community for myself and my 
family. My son and I did a lot of walking and exploring (sometimes quite slowly 
as you can imagine the pace of an 18-month old) in the neighborhood in the 
last five years and I met lots of residents and neighbors. We have very nice 
folks who live in Westcreek! Now that my son is older and I have more time, I 
would like to support our community (plus the Board folks are very fun!) 
 

WNA: What do you personally want to get out of it / plan to accomplish? 
JP: My core focus is to meet my neighbors, build community, and “do my 
part”.  I want my son to grow up in a place he calls “home” and a place he 
feels safe.  I can personally contribute by joining the WNA. 
 

December YOM Holiday Lighting Contest: 

WNA member homes competed for the prize during the 
week beginning December 15. Stay tuned for an 
announcement about the winner. 
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Westcreek Flood Plain Map:  From City of Austin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

What does “100-year flood plain” mean? 

Large floods are often given designations as a "one-hundred-year flood" but a 100-
year flood does not mean that such a flood occurs once every 100 years; instead it 
means that there is a one in one-hundred (or 1%) chance of such a flood occurring 
in a given year. 

Two 100-year floods could occur a year apart or even a month apart -- it all 
depends on how much rain is falling or how quickly the snow melts. A "20-year 
flood" has a one in twenty (or 5%) chance of occurring in a particular year so it 
would be a less destructive flood than a 100-year flood while a "500-year flood" has 
a one in 500 (0.2%) chance of occurring so it would be much more catastrophic 
than a 100-year flood. 

from http://geography.about.com/library/faq/blqz100yearflood.htm

“Flooding & You”  Presentation to Westcreekers 

   by City of Austin in March 2014 
 
The Westcreek Neighborhood Association has worked with the City of Austin for 
a flooding presentation on Wednesday, March 5, 2014 at the Dick Nichols 
Library on Convict Hill.   
 

Topics to be covered include:  personal safety during storms/floods, 
preparations for if you live in a floodplain, preparations for if you don’t live in a 
floodplain, what an individual can do to help prevent flooding of either the 
neighborhood or their personal property, what type of debris/vegetation removal 
the City can do if it’s called in to 311, and reporting drainage concerns (either for 
floodplain or localized flooding).  We will send out additional reminders as we 
approach the meeting day.   
 

Please plan on attending this important presentation. 
 

We also want to 
remember those in the 
other parts of the city 
(and even the world) 
who have faced 
unbelievable flooding 
and loss.  If you are 
interested in helping 
out these families, 
please look into the 
following resources: 
 

• KXAN News lists 
several resources 
here  
 

• And of course Red 
Cross is also 
accepting 
donations for relief 
efforts for the 
typhoon victims in 
the Phillipines 

 

Dark Blue is 25 year flood 
plain. 
Lighter Blue is 100 year 
flood plain 
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On October 1, the Slawter family, 
who live on Yellow Rose Trail, pulled 
off a very popular pulled pork 
barbeque. Sixty folks came. Sixty 
folks who all live in and around 
Yellow Rose Trail brought a covered 
dish and chairs and sat around to 
visit. The occasion? National Night 
Out!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

A man living on a quiet residential street woke up in the early hours after hearing dogs  
barking. He glanced out his second floor window and noticed two kids moving down the  
street trying the door handles of parked cars. The man dialed the police. The kids found an  
open door and emptied the car of many items. The man saw the police cruiser but the kids  
were gone, hidden behind some bushes. But the man had been watching and was able to  
communicate to the cruiser the location of the kids. The police knocked on the house's door  
where the car was parked and returned the items to the surprised owners. 
 

This incident could happen in our quiet Westcreek neighborhood. In fact, this incident already happened in 
Westcreek, near Summerset Trail, a few years ago. Neighbors all over Westcreek are watching out for each other. 
Currently this type of “neighbor-watching-out-for-neighbor” is informal. About 20 years ago, Westcreek had a more 
formal Neighborhood Watch Program. You can still see the faded signs as you drive along Brush Country.  
 

Recently, WNA president Jennifer Voss, sent out an email to the WNA yahoo email group to see who might be 
interested in reviving a Neighborhood Watch program. So far, thirty one people have responded. You can start with 
something simple like exchanging phone numbers or email addresses with your immediate next door neighbors and 
agree to report anything suspicious.  For information on starting a more formal Neighborhood Watch Program on 
your street, visit the WNA website. 
 

The Westcreek man's watchfulness has been returned several times over, including the time when his neighbor came 
knocking to say a stranger had just entered the man's backyard. Fortunately, the stranger turned out be another 
neighbor's handyman that had taken a wrong turn. But what if hadn't been? Please consider knocking on your next door 
neighbor's door to see if they are interested in watching over your neighborhood together. 
 

 
 

National Night Out is an event that 
happens all over the nation on the 
same night. It has been held annually 
since 1984. The “night out” is 
designed to make your neighborhood 
safer by raising awareness and 
promoting police-community 
relationships and neighborhood 
camaraderie.  
 

Charity Slawter, who moved 
into Westcreek this past summer from 
the Seattle area, was reading the 
WNA website and saw the notice 
suggesting that neighbors set up a 
National Night Out for their block. 
Charity said she had met some of her 
neighbors but thought this was a great 
opportunity to meet more. So, she 
sent out hand-written black and 
orange invitations to her neighbors.  
 

The invitation included the tempting 
note that the Slawters are from the 
north and needed to know if their 

Coyotes in Westcreek 
    The WNA is saving money and paper:  2014 WNA Membership Reminders will be  

emailed in the coming weeks and signs will be posted throughout the neighborhood.  

               Join Early to be eligible for Raffle (see p. 7).  

You can always join any time (through the mail or online through PayPal) here. 
 

Volunteer Spotlight: National Night Out Westcreek Event 

pulled pork qualified as legit 
southern BBQ! Lots of neighbors 
came; some who had met each 
other before and others who had 
not. The event was a rousing 
success and is an inspiration to 
the rest of the neighorhood who 
might be considering hosting a 
block event next year.  
 

One interesting fact about 
National Night Out: The rest of 
the nation hosts National Night 
Out in August.  However, to avoid 
hot weather, Texas has the 
option to use an alternate date in 
October. And considering the 
heat in August, Texas takes 
advantage of that option.  
 

So thank you Slawter family for 
hosting a National Night Out this 
year and welcome to Texas and 
to Westcreek! 
 

 
Slawter family Barbeque Guy invitation 

In one week in December, 
Westcreek experienced 

• one auto theft from 
driveway 

• multiple vehicle 
break-ins 

• theft of possessions 

• vandalized mailboxes 
& theft of mail 

 

Neighborhood Watch for Westcreek 
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  2013 Westcreek Survey Results 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to all the Westcreekers (over 100 of 
you) who responded to our online survey that we 
announced in the door-to-door Fall 2013 newsletter 
& emailed out to our email list serve.  We received 
really useful feedback and are working to look into 
any ideas and questions raised by Westcreekers.   
 

We value your input and hope to keep hearing from 
you about how we can continue to foster positive 
community growth.  Congratulations to the survey 
raffle winner, Linda Bryant, who we awarded a $50 
HEB gift card just for taking the survey.   
 

Here are some highlights of the survey results: 
 

Membership Perks:  60% in favor 
 

• A program where the WNA would offer 
membership perks by partnering with local 
businesses to give dues-paying members 
discount offers that are eligible for redemption 
throughout the membership year.   

• This is an ongoing discussion and we are 
researching into this possibility. 

 

Neighborhood Communication: Ranked very high 
 

• High rankings for the emailed newsletters, 
Yahoo Group, the email list serve, website and 
the Facebook page for their information. 

• 58% support printed newsletters 
o For more information on why we continue to 

print newsletters for some issues during the 
year, please read an article about that on 
page 7. 
 

Beautification:  Ranked very high 
 

• 84% support the mowing of Brush Country right 
of way (private land not owned by the WNA nor 
owned by the city) as a very high priority.   
o The WNA continues to maintain and pay for 

this in order to keep our entrance looking 
nice in case it is not all regularly mowed by 
the property owners. 

• Up to 74% support goals to maintain the newly 
landscaped Brush Country Trailhead, clean up 
the Brush Country bridge area, and the nature 
trail connecting to Small Middle School, and 
continue the Yard of the Month program.    
  

• 58% indicated they’d like to see continuing 
support for the Patton landscaping program 

 

Neighborhood Advocacy: 

• 88% support the WNA continuing to monitor 
and act if necessary regarding zoning and 
development matters.  

• 84% support the WNA partnering with APD on 
neighborhood safety and crime issues 
(example). 

• 78% want the WNA to continue representing 
Westcreek with zoning & development matters 
through involvement with the Oak Hill 
Association of Neighborhoods (OHAN) and the 
Oak Hill Planning Contact Team (OHNPCT).  
o Board President Jennifer Voss is also a 

board member on the OHNPCT; and 
another Westcreek neighbor volunteers to 
represent us at OHAN meetings. 

• 71% of neighbors want the WNA to pursue 
code compliance regarding neighboring 
Westcreek properties and to help neighbors 
who have questions about code.  For an 
example of how the WNA pursues code 
compliance on neighboring properties, see 
article on page 6 and a past article. 

 

Social Events: 

• 68% - support annual neighborhood meetings 

• 60% - support block parties and/or 
neighborhood garage sales (see article p. 7 
regarding garage sales) 

• 58% - support annual picnics/parades and 
National Night Out gatherings 

 

Volunteers!! 
There were many volunteers interested out there, 
which we were so pleased to see.  We are working 
to find ways to involve these neighbors who are 
able to volunteer. You will be hearing from us…it 
may take a bit because we are a small board and 
juggling quite a bit, but we are full of energy and 
passion for supporting Westcreek and look forward 
to connecting with like-minded others.  This WNA 
website page has more volunteer information.    
 

Jennifer Voss 
WNA  Board President 

See pages 6 & 7 for more survey information 

WNA Annual Meeting will be  
January 23, 2014, 6:30- 8:30 PM at 

Shepherd of the Hills Presbyterian Church 
Refreshments provided by DOUBLE DAVES and PANERA BREAD – See agenda page 2 



 

 

WNA News Page 6 of 10 
 

  

Board Responses to Survey Comments and Questions:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  

Pool or Pocket Park: 
 

Long-time Westcreekers have wondered what 
happened to the Community Center and Pool that 
the original developer is said to have promised. It 
seems they defaulted.  
 

Over approximately the last 8 years the WNA Board 
has investigated the possibility of creating this 
desirable amenity. The biggest problem is that 
there is nowhere near enough money to buy land 
and/or build a center/pool, etc. In order to raise 
enough money, it would likely take the entire 
neighborhood to “buy in” to it and pay (thousands 
per household) towards such a project and then 
dues would have to be much higher and also 
mandatory to keep up the facility and purchase 
liability insurance, etc.  There would have to be 
100% participation. 
 

As an alternative to a pool, the WNA board has 
tried for several years to lobby the city to purchase 
available land in/around Westcreek for a pocket 
park. Thanks to involvement with past WNA board 
members and Westcreek neighbors, a pocket park 
for Westcreek was even put in as a 
recommendation in the city's Oak Hill 
Neighborhood Plan.  
 

Unfortunately, all recommendations to purchase 
such a property (specifically the 6110 Hill Forest 
property as a pocket park for Westcreek) have been 
rejected.  It didn’t help that the property is very 
desirable for development, which influenced the 
price.  The current Hill Forest owner has worked with 
the WNA and proposes low density development, 
but no neighborhood park. 
 

Another potential park would be the land at the 
corner of Old Fredericksburg Rd. and Westcreek 
Dr. However, it is owned by a very big developer 
who typically has a primary goal of development.    
 

There is a land locked area behind the Cana Cove 
and Summerset Trail area that the owner 
reportedly would like to develop into townhomes if 
Brush Country is ever extended to Monterrey Oaks.  
As this becomes less likely, it is possible that the 
owner might agree to sell it to the City of Austin for a 
park.  
 

It would take a lot of time, commitment and 
expertise to successfully maneuver in the city 
process (budgets, planning, capital improvements, 
etc) to make that happen.  It is another area that a 
knowledgeable volunteer would be invaluable. 
 

Vacant Lot @ Old Fredericksburg 

Road & Westcreek Drive 
 

A neighbor submitted a question with their survey 
responses asking if the WNA is responsible for the 
upkeep of this vacant lot. We wanted to reply and 
also update you on efforts to get the owner of this 
lot to keep it maintained. 
 

The vacant lot is not a part of Westcreek and the 
WNA does not maintain it.  It is part of a large lot 
that extends to 290 and houses the Bank of 
America.  The lot address is actually 5725 W US 
Hwy 290, Austin, TX 78735 (though the corner of 
Westcreek Drive and Old Fredericksburg Road is 
the problem area).   If you use that intersection at 
all, especially during rush hour, you know how 
dangerous it already is and the high weeds just 
compound the issue.  All are welcome to also 
report their concerns to 3-1-1.  
 

You may have read in past newsletters (or on 
posts to Yahoo Group) about the WNA’s continued 
efforts to get the owner of this lot to keep it from 
becoming a traffic hazard at the corner.  We initially 
had a positive response from the property manager 
but since then the property owner has not 
cooperated. 
 

We continue to make repeated efforts through the 
city code department and also the traffic and 
intersection obstruction staff to resolve this 
problem.  It is our understanding that the city has 
had to go out and mow it at times & billed the 
owner. The board is discussing other options as 
well to get this the attention it deserves.  The latest 
is that the board submitted a 311 code and traffic 
obstruction complaint on November 5.  The WNA 
Board members are still following up on this issue. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Overgrowth at the intersection just 3 weeks ago 

  

Board Responses Continued page 7 
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Board Responses to Survey Comments and Questions (continued):   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reporting Code Violations to the 

City:  
 

You can call in code complaints to 311 or report 
online  - both can be done anonymously. To report 
online, just go to: http://austin-
p1csrprodcwi.motorolasolutions.com/Home.mvc/Index 
 

If you want to remain anonymous tell them when they 
ask if you'd like to give your info. Even if you do not 
give your name, they will give you a confirmation 
number at the end of the call. 
 

To follow up regarding action taken, wait 3 or more 
business days from the time you reported the issue 
before you call back to 311.  Request to speak to a 
code officer in reference to your confirmation 
number. They will tell you the code officer's name 
and offer to transfer you & will also give you their 
direct #.  
 

When you speak with the officer, you may still 
continue to remain anonymous.   
 

 

Neighborhood Garage Sales: 
 

A few months ago, the WNA Board took a Yahoo 
Group poll to gauge interest in resuming 
neighborhood-wide garage sales.  The majority 
suggested just holding just 1 sale a year, 
preferably in the spring, on a consistent schedule.  
There was also interest expressed in the garage 
sales from our recent survey responses.  
 

The board discussed and has decided to start them 
up again in Spring 2014 and hold them on 1

st
 

weekend in April as a standing garage sale date 
each year. The board has some garage sale signs 
that can be put out and picked up by volunteer 
organizer(s) at certain entrances and corners in the 
neighborhood.  The sale can be posted on Craigslist 
the day before and the day of and reminders sent out 
via email and the list serve. 
 

Because the WNA does not have emails for everyone 
in the neighborhood and not everyone is on Yahoo 
Group or the email list serve, we will have to rely on 
our spring newsletter (March) that is printed and 
distributed door-to-door to try to reach all 800 
neighbors. 
 

We are seeking volunteer(s) to help with this annual 
effort. Please let us know if you’d be interested in 
helping and if you know of anyone else who may be 
interested.  Email the board at 
board@westcreekna.org  
 

More on the Email List Serve: 
 

The Westcreek List Serve is not a discussion 
forum…it is a one-way communication email that only 
comes from the WNA Board. Your contact information 
is completely confidential, not shared with anyone.   
 

 It would be great if we could reach the 
majority of neighbors electronically! 

 

Please spread the word to your neighbors 
who are not receiving our email notices so 
we can get more people in the loop and grow 
a stronger communication network in 
Westcreek.   

 

Click here for more information and to sign up for the 
email list serve.. 
 

Why not only Digital Newletters? 
 

Online / email newletters are ideal because they are 
environmentally friendly, much less expensive and don't 
require volunteers or hired help to distribute.   
 

The only issue is that the WNA has about 300 email 
addresses for Westcreek residents, but  
there are approximately 800 homes.  To 
reach those homes not digitally con- 
nected to WNA, some without internet  
at all, newsletters are printed at least twice  
a year.  
 

One of our goals is to encourage people,  
who are not connected via Westcreek  
Yahoo Group or the Facebook Page (or those who do 
not want to be on those platforms), to sign up for our 
email list serve which is only used when we want to 
broadcast important information (including 
announcing online newsletters).   
 

 

 

2014 Early Bird Raffle!  
Join/renew on or before 

Thursday, 1/23/14 (date of 
annual meeting) and you will 

be entered to win a $25 
Double Dave’s Pizza Gift 

Card! 
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      Graffiti before cleanup,  
      (Obscenties not shown)           After cleanup 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               
 
 
 

Ash Trees Pose Problems for Residents  

 

If you drive down any street in Westcreek you will notice at least one Arizona Ash 
tree that is dead or dying. This is because these trees only have an average lifespan 
of 20-30 years in Central Texas. Most of the homes in Westcreek were built in the 
late 70’s or early 80’s, at which time Ash trees were very popular due to their fast 
growth rate.  
 

Today many homeowners will soon find themselves with a treeless yard as the Ash 
trees begin to die off. With proper pruning Ash trees can provide a lovely canopy and 
an amazing amount of shade and with lots of TLC, some can even live up to 50 
years.  
 

However, many in the neighborhood are past the point of no return. If you find 
yourself with a dead Ash tree it is advisable to have it removed. Failing limbs can 
result in a host of problems causing thousands of dollars in property damage to you 
or your neighbor’s yards, fences, cars and homes as we recently witnessed during 
October’s storms. If you are not ready to say goodbye to your aging Ash, it is a good 
idea to plant a new tree nearby so that it can start growing. 
 

The best thing you can do for the future of the neighborhood and the value of your 
home is to plant a tree. January and February are ideal months to get your new 
hardy (evergreen or decidious) native tree in the ground. According to Chris with The 
Great Outdoors, the following trees are recommended for our area: Mexican 
White Oak (disease resistant/fast growing), Live Oak, Cedar Elm, Burr Oak or 
Chinkapin Oak.  
 

For more information about the best trees for Central Texas check 
http://www.austintexas.gov/department/grow-green or contact the county ext. agent 
at 512-854-9600. The Great Outdoors on South Congress charges $55 per hr. to 
plant a tree. You may also find local churches with volunteers willing to help elderly 
residents with tree planting. HOW foundation offers affordable tree removal. 

 
 

Ash tree with close up of leaves 

Don’t expose your 
trees to OAK WILT 
 

Prune Oak trees before 
February.  For more 
information go to: 
 

http://texasoakwilt.org 

Graffiti in Westcreek – Trail Clean up 

 

 
 WESTCREEKERS WANTED:  We have a Westcreek 

neighbor who is interested in starting a committee for graffiti 
removal.  He is looking for volunteers (and a power washer) to 
assist.  If this sounds like something you’d like to do, 
contact:board@westcreekna.org. 

If you ever walk the Brush Country Trail between Summerset and 
Small Middle School, you may have noticed there was significant 
graffiti on the wooden benches and bridge that the Boy Scouts built 
a few years ago.   
 

The WNA board members were able to work with AISD (Small MS 
campus officer) to clean up the graffiti.  It is not clear whether the 
land there is city or AISD owned; however, the Small MS officer 
assisted and will be helpful if graffiti should occur again.  
 

Please contact Small MS at 512-841-6700 and speak to the officer 
as soon as possible if you are on the trail and see graffiti.  The 
quicker it is covered up, the more it discourages repeat 
offenses and keeps our surrounding areas from declining. 
 

Graffiti has also been noted under the bridge and in other 
locations.  The board is working with the City and property owners 
to get it removed, but the process can be time consuming. 
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The City continues to seek qualified 
applicants for the position, so that 
both crossings can be supervised. 
 

You’ve probably seen Mr. Stevens, 
the Patton Elementary Principal and 
Ms. Moore, the counselor substituting 
at that crosswalk at times as well as 
others.  It was a problem last year and 
continues to be.  It is no longer 
possible for Child Safety staff and 
Patton Elementary staff to constantly 
fill in.  
 

Please spread the word to others in 
hopes that we can reach someone 
who is eligible to fill this crossing 
guard position. 
 

For more information about the Child 
Safety Program:  
http://austintexas.gov/department/chil
d-safety-program 
 

Thanks to everyone for reaching out 
and looking out for our kids. 
 

The Hill Forest crossing guard has 
been relocated to the Morning Dew 
crosswalk location.  There is now 
concern for any kids coming from the 
Hill Forest end on the east side; they  
must cross a busy intersection, 
using an unsupervised crosswalk 
to get to the Morning Dew crosswalk.   
 

The concern was raised by a 
neighbor on the Yahoo Group and 
there was a question as to whether it 
was due to budget cuts.  Board 
president, Jennifer Voss, contacted 
the Lead Supervisor of the Child 
Safety Program, the City of Austin 
department that employs crossing 
guards and got some information. 
 

The Hill Forest crossing guard had 
to be relocated to the Morning Dew 
location because the City of Austin 
does not have enough crossing 
guards to cover both locations.   
 

The supervisor explained:  “Our guards 
are City of Austin employees, so it was 
not a school budgetary cut issue. It 
was not based on budget concerns at 
all. The Morning Dew location has 
been vacant since the beginning of 
school. During those 3 months we’ve 
been covering that vacant position with 
supervisors and assistant supervisors.  
 

We’ve been advertising the need for a 
guard for that location since before 
school started in August. During this 
time, we’ve had no viable applicants 
interested in applying for this paid 
position.”   
 

Unfortunately, the program can no 
longer continue to use supervisors and 
assistant supervisors to cover the Hill 
Forest location.” 
 

The Morning Dew location was 
determined to be more critical, so the 
Hill Forest crossing guard was moved 
to that location 12/2/13.   
 

Hill Forest Crossing Guard Vacancy – Looking for qualified applicants 

We want to send a THANK YOU to all of our volunteers who helped to make 2013 such a success!  
Your time and efforts helped to deliver over 700 newsletters, welcome over 50 new neighbors and 

pull thousands of weeds from the trailhead. 

THANK YOU FOR CONTINUING TO MAKE WESTCREEK THE GREAT PLACE IT IS TO LIVE! 

Adopt a Creek: Help control trash and invasive plants 
 

WESTCREEK 

NEIGHBORHOOD 

ASSOCIATION 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR 

VOLUNTEERS 

 
email: 
board@westcreekna.org 
 

websites: 
www.westcreekna.org   
 

facebook: 
www.facebook.com/Wes
tcreekNA 
 
 

Newsletter Editor: 
Katy Roper 

Webmaster: 
Aubrey McCauley  
 

Yahoo Group Moderator: 
Kelly Poore 

 
E-Communications 

• ListServe 

• Yahoo Email Group 

Westcreek is a lucky neighborhood. Among many of 
the natural aspects of our neighborhood is a wide 
and winding Williamson Creek that passes many of 
our streets and backs up to many of our backyards. 
During rainfalls, Williamson Creek flows nimbly (and 
sometimes forcibly) through our neighborhood.  
 

Unfortunately it is an urban stream, which means 
empty bottles, plastic bags, and other trash are 
usually left behind. The WNA is looking for 
interested residents who would like to “adopt” a 
section of Williamson Creek in partnership with the 
Austin “Adopt-A-Creek” program. The program is 
sponsored by Keep Austin Beautiful and is designed 
for groups to take ownership of their community and 
make a visible impact on the local environment.  
 

For many of Westcreek residents, Williamson Creek 
is a natural treasure to explore and to protect. If 
you are interested in joining WNA's Adopt a Creek 
adventure, please join us during the January Board 
meeting, where we will discuss its launch or contact 
Julie Podbielski through board@westcreekna.org. 
 

 

Parts of Williamson Creek after October floods 

 

For more information about the program see 
http://www.keepaustinbeautiful.org/adopt-a-
creek 



 
 

Your all-volunteer Westcreek Neighborhood Association (WNA) is continually helping you behind the scenes and 
working on projects and improvements that directly affect you, your family, and the value of your home 
investment. Your annual voluntary dues contribute to your own benefits, such as: 

 Maintaining and Increasing Property Values (all ongoing) 

 Preventing high density zoning & 3-story apartment complex on the vacant Hill Forest lot, which would have 
devalued property values & dramatically increased traffic. We continue to monitor potential development of this 
property and any other vacant property in and around Westcreek.  

 A collective voice before City Council, Planning Commission, and various neighborhood groups 

 Working with the City to beautify the barricaded end zone of Brush Country & create a natural setting. 

 Paying for mowing of our Brush Country entrance area. 

 Paid for an entrance sign to the neighborhood and landscaped area (future improvements possible) 

 Working with residents & nearby businesses & City of Austin to address code violations   

 Organizing volunteer cleanups within Westcreek and the surrounding areas & sponsor Patton Elementary 
landscaping  

 Increase Safety for members and families (all ongoing) 

 Organizing greenbelt cleanup crews, especially in times of high fire risk 

 Working with City of Austin to assist and educate neighbors about flooding issues and potential 

 Working with challenging city budgets & processes to attain traffic calming measures in Westcreek 

 Promoting Neighborhood Watch programs and National Night Out events 

 Working closely with APD to increase school zone, speeding and neighborhood patrols  

 Broadcasting notices, special events, and emergencies, via Yahoo Group, Westcreek email list & Facebook 

 Encouraging neighbor participation and communication (all ongoing) 

 Presenting Yard of the Month awards, including soliciting cash prizes from local businesses 

 Maintaining a website, www.westcreekna.org, with extensive resources & neighbor service recommendations   

 Maintaining Yahoo Group, Westcreek Email List & Facebook page to encourage neighborhood-wide and WNA 
communication 

 Publishing information-packed quarterly newsletters & holding monthly board & annual neighborhood meetings to 
keep neighbors informed 

 Welcoming new neighbors by establishing a Welcoming Committee 

 Establishing social events and community garage sales  

 

Membership Fee* is only $20/year 
*The WNA is a non-profit association.  

Check with a Tax Accountant to confirm fee is tax deductible 

 

 Pay online at http://www.westcreekna.org/    OR 

 
 Make checks payable to Westcreek Neighborhood Association & send with bottom of this form to  

Westcreek Neighborhood Association, P.O. Box 91373, Austin, TX 78709-1373 

———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 
 
Name(s) _____________________________________________ Westcreek Street Address_______________________________________ 

Alternate mailing address __________________________________________Home Phone _______________________________________ 

Mobile Phone ______________________**Email Address(es)_______________________________________________________________ 

**Please provide your email(s) - helps us keep costs low for communicating special notices & newsletters with you.  Your information is 

confidential & will not be shared.  Want to join the Westcreek Yahoo Group Email List?  Go to http://www.westcreekna.org/our-

neighborhood/yahoo-email-group/ 

Your Primary Concerns? Do you have any ideas you’d like to share? Questions? ________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2014 app (12/09/2013) 

Westcreek    Neighborhood
A S S O C I AT I O N

http://www.westcreekna.org/wp-content/uploads/Summer-Newsletter-2013.pdf
http://www.westcreekna.org/category/current-issues/hill-forest-property/
http://www.westcreekna.org/wp-content/uploads/Summer-Newsletter-2013.pdf
http://www.westcreekna.org/the-association/about-the-westcreek-neighborhood-association/
http://www.westcreekna.org/category/current-issues/brush-country-trailhead/
http://www.westcreekna.org/our-neighborhood/code-restrictions/
http://www.westcreekna.org/2013/06/wna-supports-patton-elementarys-landscaping-program/
http://www.westcreekna.org/2013/06/wna-supports-patton-elementarys-landscaping-program/
http://www.westcreekna.org/our-neighborhood/safety/
http://www.westcreekna.org/category/current-issues/neighborhood-watch-current-issues/
http://www.westcreekna.org/category/community-events/national-night-out/
http://www.westcreekna.org/category/yard-of-the-month/
http://www.westcreekna.org/
http://www.westcreekna.org/our-neighborhood/yahoo-email-group/
http://westcreekna.us1.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=e07350e0fb29ff81fd364c365&id=0996afb114
https://www.facebook.com/WestcreekNA
http://www.westcreekna.org/our-neighborhood/newsletters/newsletters-2012/
http://www.westcreekna.org/the-association/meeting-minutes/
http://www.westcreekna.org/wp-content/uploads/VolunteerDetailsWebsiteV03.pdf
http://www.westcreekna.org/our-neighborhood/yahoo-email-group/
http://www.westcreekna.org/our-neighborhood/yahoo-email-group/
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